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Message from the Co-Presidents 
 

Hi everyone, 
My name is Jeanine 
and I am really ex-
cited to be one of 
the Co-Presidents of 
Y-WISO.  I’m from 
Trinidad and Toba-
go, and I was 
pleasantly surprised 
when I found the 
high level of aware-
ness of Caribbean 
culture here at Yale. 
At first I thought, ‘I am from the Caribbean. 
Why would I need to join a group that called 
themselves the Yale College Caribbean Club?’  
Yet, by my mere involvement in this organiza-
tion, I have learnt a lot about the West Indies and 
I acknowledge that I have definitely been forced 
to think about issues and concerns that are 
associated with the West Indies.  I know that 
there are quite a number of people here with a 
West Indian heritage and I invite you to attend 
our weekly meetings to get a feel for what we are 
about.  If you are interested in learning about 
Caribbean culture, or you just want to hang out 
with us, you are welcome.  Its all about growing 
in our knowledge and understanding of Carib-
bean people. I hope that the launching of this 
magazine will encourage and generate interest in 
West Indian Culture. There are so many things 
about our culture and our people we want to 
share with you all.  More than just sun, sea and 
sand, we have a rich, diverse heritage. 
 
Jeanine K. Mohammed. 
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What or who is a West Indian? 
This question has quietly raged in 
Assemblies, Clubs and Organisations 
throughout Yale.  At present, my 
DJing and Calypso skills are a little 
rusty so any plans to make the dis-

cussion public through music must await the better 
prepared. In the interim, The West Indian is perhaps 
the best venue to sort out this passa passa. Given the 
challenges of definition, many have resorted to saying 
what or who is not a West Indian. 

The most confident English-speaking, soca-
listening, ‘u’-using1 frustrated cricket/football fans born 
and raised and resident in the Anglophone Common-
wealth Caribbean West Indian territories2 have selected 
this line of reasoning. They aren’t so sure about those 
people on the fringes or those non-Commonwealth ter-
ritories, add Anguilla and the Cayman Islands—the 
whole brew becomes too confusing. Thankfully, within 
“The Region” the question doesn’t come up so much 
because everyone around you is as sure as you about 
whether you or they are West Indian. 

In any case, people are so focused on beating 
each other at Busta Cup, or some other ‘regional’ com-
petition that insular identities reign supreme. It is only 
when Windians are thrown together with non-WIndians 
that they actually care. There is nowhere that that hap-
pens more than in New York. So if nothing else West 
Indian-Americans should be as free to claim a West 
Indian identity as I am when I claim both a Jamaican 
and a West Indian identity. They are the ones who are 
not Latin American or not Hispanic Caribbean, etc.  

Many complain, “They weren’t born there!!” 
But, there are a whole host of prominent contributors to 
the region who weren’t born anywhere near our pre-
cious sea. In fact, in one large territory one formerly-
American woman assumed the high office of President. 
The truth is persons born or raised throughout the 
Greater West Indies in no insignificant way, prop up 
the Region. Not sure, briefly consider the role of remit-
tances, the obsessive marketing to West Indians outside 
the Caribbean, the role of West Indians in historical 
political development. Does place of birth matter then? 

We still have a long way to go in this debate. 
This is a good point to pull up and give someone else a 
forward. 
                                                 
1 As in colour, favour 
2 A true West Indian never calls arbitrary political and 
administrative divisions of “The Region” countries. 

Why is religion taboo in Y-WISO? 
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YALE WEST INDIAN STUDENTS’ ORGANIZATION 
 
 

THE WEST INDIAN 
The West Indian is named after the newspaper originally published by 
Theophilus Albert Marryshow as early as 1915. The late T.A. Marryshow 
earned the right to be called a hero of the West Indies, advocating social 
justice, self-determination and federalization.  The publication was one of 
the early agents promoting his political agenda that was well ahead its time.  
Marryshow lived long enough to be nominated to the Senate of the Federal 
Legislature following the West Indian federal election in 1958. 

The West Indian is monthly newsletter of the Y-WISO. 
 
 

THE YALE WEST INDIAN STUDENTS’ ORGANIZATION 
(Y-WISO) 

Pronounced “Why we so?”, Y-WISO is a cultural student group at Yale University 
and is a resident group of the Afro-American Cultural Center at Yale. 
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