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At a Meeting of the President and Fellows of Yale College,
Sept. 11th, 1827, the following resolution was passed :

That His Excellency Governor Tomlinson, Rev. President
Day, Rev. Dr. Chapin, Hon. Noyes Darling, and Rev. Abel
McEwen, be ¢ committee 1o inquite into the expediency of
50 altering the regular course of instruction in this college,
as to leave out of said course the study of the dead lan-
guages, substituting other studies therefor; and either re-
quiring & competent knowledge of said langusges, as a
condition of admittance into the college, or providing in-
struction in the same, for such as shall choose to study them
after admitiznee ; and that the snid committee be requested
to report at the next annual meeting of this corporation.

This committee, at their first meeting in April, 1828, af-
ter taking into consideration the case referred to them, re-
quested the Faculty of the college to express thejr views on
the subject of the resolution.

The expediency of retaining the ancient languages, 8s an
essentinl part of our course of instruction, is so obviously
connected with the object ahd plan of education in the col-
lege, that justice could not be done to the particular subject
of inquiry in the resolution, without a brief statement of the
nature and arrangement of the various branches of the
whole system. The report of the foculty was accordingly
made out in two parts; one containing & sumMAary view of
the plan of education in the college ; the other, an inquiry
into the expediency of insisting on the study of the ancient
langueges.



4 Resolutivn.

This repdrt was read to the committee, at thei meeting
in August. The committce reported their views to the cor-
poration, at their session in September whao vated to necept
the report, and ordered it to be printed, together with the
papers read before the committee, or such parts of them as
the prudential committee and the faculty should judge it ex-
pedient to publish.

NETORT OF THE FACULTY.

s

PART L

Containing a summary view of the plan of education in the
college.

The committee of the corporation, to whom was referred
the motion, to inquire into the expediency of dispensing with
the study of the ancient languages, a3 & part o the regular
course of instruction in this college, having requested the
views of the faculty on the subject, we would respectfully
submit the following considerations.

We are decidedly of the opinion, that our present plan of
education admits of improvement. We are awere that the
system is imperfect: and we cherish the hope, that some of
its defects mey ere long be remedied. We believe that
changes may, {rom time to time be made with adventage, to
meet the varying demands of the community , to accommo-
date the course of instruction to the rapid advance of the
country, in population, refinement, and epulence. ‘We have
no doubt that important improvements may be suggested, by
atientive observation of the literary institutions tn Europe;
and by the earnest spirit of inquiry which ia now so preva-
lent, on the subject of education.

The guardians of the college appear to have ever acted
upon the principle, that it ought not to be stationary, but
continually advencing. Some alteration has eccordingly
been proposed, mlmost every year, from its first establish-
ment. It is with no small surprise, therefore, we occasion-
elly hear the suggestion, that our system is unslterable; that
colleges were onginally planned, in the daf's of monkish ig-
norances and that, “by being immovably moored to the
same station, they serve only to measure the rapid current
of improvement which is passing by them.”

How opposite to all this, is the real state of facts, in this
and the otEer seminaries in the United States, Nothing is
more common, than to hear those who revisit the college, af-
ter u few years absence, express their surprise at the changes
which have been made since they were graduated. Not only
the course of studies, and the modes of nstruction, have been
greatly varied ; but whole sciences have, for the first time,
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been introduced ; chemistry, mineralogy, geology, politicn)
economy, &c¢. By raising the qualifications for admission,
the standard of attsinment has been elevated. Alterations
so extensive and frequent, satisfactorily prove, that if those
who are intrusted with the superintendence of the institution,
still firmly adhere to some of its otiginal features, itis froma
higher principle, then a blind opposition to salutary reform.
Improvements, we trust, will continue to be made, as rapidly
as they can be, without hazarding the Joss of what lias been
already attained.

But perhaps the time has come, when we ought to pause,
and inquire, whether it will be sufficient to make gradual
changes, as heretofore ; and whether the whole system i not
rather to be broken up, and 2 better one gubstituted in its
stead, From different quarters, we have heard the sugges-
tion, that our culleges must be new-modelled ; that they arc
not adapted to the apirit end wants of the age; that they
will soon be deserted, unless they are better accommodated
to the business charncter of the nation.  As this point may
have an important bearing upon the question immediately
befors the committee, we would ask their indulgence, while
we attempt to explain, at some length, the nature and object
of the present plan of education at the college.

We shall in vain attempt to decide on the expediency of
retaining or altering our present course of instroction, un-
less we have a distinct apprehension of the olject of a enlle-
giate education, A plan of study may be well adapted toa
particnlar purpose, though it may be very unsvitable for a
different one. Universities, colleges, academicnl, and profes-
sional seminaries, ought not to be all constituted upon the
same model; but should be sn varied as to attain the ends
which they have severally in view.

What tgen is the appropriate object of ® college? It is
not necessary here to determine what it is which, in ever
case, entitles an inatitution to the name of a college, Buot if
we have not greatly misapprehended the design of the pat.
rons and guardians of this college, itz object 18 to LAy vuE
FOUNDATION of 4 surgrior EpbucaTtiol: and this is to be
done, at a period of life when a substitute must be provided
for parenta?su;;eﬁmendence. The ground work of a thor-
ough education, must be broad, and deep, and solid. For s,
partial or superficial education, the support may be of looser
materials, and more hastily laid.
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The two great points to be gained in intellectual culture,
are the discipline and the furniture of the mind ; expanding
its powers, and storing it with knowledge. The former of
these is, perhaps, the more important of the two. A com-
manding object, therefore, in a collegiate course, should be,
to call into daily and vigorous exercise the facultios of the
student, Those branches of study ghould be prescribed, and
these modes of instruction adopted, which are bast caleula-
ted to tench the art of fixing the attention, directing the train
of thought, anelyzing 2 subject proposed for investigation;
following, with accurate discrimination, the course of argu-
ment ; balaneing nicely the evidence presented to the judg-
ment ; awakening, elevating, and controlling the imagina-
tion 5 arranging, with skill, the treasures which memory gath-
ers; rousing and guiding the powers of genius. All this is
not 1o be effected by a hght and hasty course of study; by
reading e few books, hearing a few lectures, and spendin
some months at o literary institution. The habita of think-
ing are to be formed, by long continved and close applica-
tion. The mines of science must be penetrated far below
the surface, before they will disclose their trensures. If a
dexterous performance of the manual operations, in many of
the mechanical arts, requires an apprenticeship, with diligent
attention for years; much more does the training of the pow-
ers of the mind demand vigoreus, and steady, and systemat-
ic eflort,

In Jaying the foundation of a thoroth education, it is ne.
cessary that all the important mental faculties be brought
into exercise. It is not sufficient that one or two be culti.
vated, while others are neglected. A costly edifice ought
not to be left to rest upon = zingle pillar, When certain men-
ta] endowments receive a much higher culture than others,
there is a distortion in the intellectur! character. The mind
never attains its full perfection, unless ita varions powers are
so troined as to give them the fair proportions which nature
designed, If the student exarcises his reasoning powers on-
Jy, he will be deficient in imagination and taste, in fervid and
impressive eloquence. If he confines his attention to demon-
strative evidence, he will bo unfitted to decide correctly, in
cases of probability,  1f he relies principally on his memory,
his powers of invention will be impaired by disuse. In the
course of instruction in this college, it hag been an object to
mpintain such a proportion between the different branches
of literature and science, as to form in the student o proper
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balance of character. From the pure mathematics, he learns
the art of demonstrative reasomng, In aitending 1o the phy-
sical sciences, he becomes familiar with facts, with the pro-
cess of induction, and the varieties of probable evidence. In
ancient literature, he finds some of the most finished models
of taste. By English reading, he learns the powers of the
language in which he i3 to speak and write, By logic and
mental philosaphy, he is taught the art of thinking ; by rhet-
oric and oratory, the art of speaking. By frequent oxercise
on written composition, he acquires copiotusness and aceu-
racy of expression, By extemporaneous discussion, he be-
comes prompt, and fluent, and animated. Itis a point of
high importance, that loquence and solid learning should
go together; thet he who has accumulated the richest treqs-
ures of thought, should possess the highest powers of orato-
ty. To what purpose has a man becume deeply learned, if
he has no {aculty of communicating his knowledge? And
of what use is a display of rthetorical elegance, fram one who
knows little or nothing which is worth communicating?  Est
enim scientia comprehendendr rerum plurimarum, sine qun
verborum volubililas inanis atque irridenda est. Cie. Qur
course, therefare, nims at a union of science with literature ;
of 2olid attainment with skill in the art of persuasion,

No one feature n 4 system of inteliectual education, iz of
greater moment than such an arrangement of duties and
motives, a8 will most effectually throw the student upon the
resources of his own mind. Without this, the whole appara-
tus of libraries, and instruments, and specimens, and lectures,
ond teachers, will be insufficrent to secure distinguished ex.
cellence. The scholar must form himself, by his own exer-
tions. The advanteges furnished by n residence at a col-
lege, cen do little mare than stimulate and aid his personal
efforts. The inventive %owers are especially to be called
into vigorous exercise. However nbundant may be the ac-
quisitions of the student, if he has no talent at forming new
combinations of thought, he will be dull end ineflicient, The
sublimest efforts of genius conuist in the creations of the im.
agination, the discoveries of the intellect, the conquests b
“ﬁ‘lich the domimons of science are extended. But the cul-
ture of the inventive faculties is not the ong/ object of a libe-
ral education. The most gifted understanding cannot great-
ly enlarge the amount of science to which the wisdom of
ages has contributed, If it were possible for a youth to have
his faculties in the highest atate oF cultivation, without any of
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the knowledge which is derived from others, he would be
but poorly fitted for the business of life. To the discipline
of the mind, therefore, 18 to be added mstruction. The ana-
lytic method must be combined with the synthetic. Analy-
sis 15 most efficacious in directing the powers of invention ;
but 1s far too slow in s progress to teach, within a moderate
space of time, the circle of the sciences.

In our arrangements for the communication of knowledge,
as well as in intellectual discipline, such branches are to be
taught as will prodice & proper symmetry and balance of
character. We doubt whether the powers of the mind can
Le developed, in thewr fairest proportions, by studying lan-
guages alone, or mathematics alone, or natural or political
science alone, As the bodily frame is brought to its highest
perfection, not by one simple and uniferm motion, but by a
vanely of exercises; so the mental faculties are expanded,
and mnvigorated, and sdapted to each other, by familiarity
with different departments of science.

A most important feature 1n the colleges of this country
is, that the students are generally of an age which requires,
that a substitute be provided for yarmta% superintendence,
‘When removed from under the roof of their parents, and ex.
posed to the untried scenes of temptation, it is necessary that
some faithful and affectionate guardian take them by the
hand, 2nd guide their steps.  This consideration determines
the kind of government which ought to be maintained in our
colleges. As it is a substitute for the regulations of a family,
it should approach as near to the character of parental con-
trol as the circumstances of the case will admit. It should
be founded on mutual affection and confidence. It should
aim to effect its pur?ose, principally by kind and persuasive
influence; not wholly or chiefly by restraint and cerror,
Still, punishment maysometimes be necessary. There may bo
perverse members of a college, as well az of a family, T[‘:erc
may be those whom nothing but the arm of [aw can reach.

"The parental character of college government, requires
that the students should be so collected together, as to con-
stitute one family ; that the intercourse between them and
their instracters may be frequent and familiar, This renders
it necessary that suitable buildings be provided, for the resi-
dence of the students :—we speak now of colleges in the
country, the members of which are mostly gathered from =
distance. In a large city, where the students reside with

[=]

o~
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their parents, public rooms only are needed. This may be
the case also, in professional mstitutions, in which the stu-
dents are more advanced in age, and, therefore, do not re-
quire & minute superintendence on the part of their instructers,

Having now stated what we understand to be the proper
object of an education at this college, viz. to Juy a soli(P oun-
dation in literature and science ; we would ask permission to
add a fow observations on the means which are employed 1o
cffect this object.

In giving the course of instruction, it is intended thet n
due proportion be observed between lectures, and the exer-
cises which are familiarly termed recitations ; that is, exami-
nations in a text book. ~The great advantage of lectures s,
that while they calt forth the highest efforts of the lecturer,
and aceclerate his advance to professional eminence ; they
give that light and spirit to the subject, which awaken the
interest and ardor of the student. They may place before
hum the prneiples of science, in the attractive dress of living
eloquence. Where instruments are to be explained, expert-
ments performed, or specumens exhibited ; they are the ap-

ropniate mode of communecation. But we are far from be-
ﬁe\":ng, that gl the purposes of instruction can be best an-
swered by lectures alone. They da not always bring upon
the student n pressing and definite responsibility. Ile may
repose upon his seat, and yield a passive hearing to the lee-
turer, without ever calling into exercise the active powers of
his own mind. Tlus defect we endeavor to remedy, in part,
by frequent cxaminotions on the subjects aof the lectures.
Still it is important, that the student should have opportuni-
ties of retirng by himself, and giving a more commanding
direction to Ins thoughts, thua when ﬁstening 1o oral instruc-
tion. To secure his stendy and earnest cfforts, 15 the great
object of the daily examinntians or recitations. In these
exercises, a text-book is commonly the guide. A particular
portion of this is assigned for each meeting. In this way
only, can the responsibility be made sufficiently definite. If
it be distributed among several books upon the same subject,
the diversity of statement i these, ini furnish the student
with an apology for want of exactness in his answers. Be-
gides, we know of no methad which will more eflectually be-
wilder and confound the learner, on his first entrance npon
a new science, than to refer him to half a dozen different
authers, to be rcad at the same time. He will be in danger
of learning nothing eflectually, When he comes to be en-
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gaged in the study of his profession, he may find hi
theough the maze, and ﬁr:rﬁy {stnblish his o»ﬁnﬁopinio:wwlgi
taking days or weeks for the examination of each sepn;a!e
point. Text-books are, therefore, not as necessary in this
advanced siage of education, as in the course at college
where the time allotted to each branch is rarely more than
sufficient for the learner to become familiar witg its elemen-
tary principles. ‘These, with a few exceptions, are not new
and controverted points, but such s have becn long settled ;
and they arc exhibited to the best edvantage, in the consist-
ent and peculiar manner of some eminent writer,
O’ppo.rtumty 19 given, however, to our classes, for a full in-
vestigation and discussion of particular subjects, in the writ-
ten and extemlpornneous disputes, which tonstitute an im-
portant part of our course of exercises, So far as the student
has time to extend his inquiries, beyond the limits of his
test-book, first fasthfully studied, his instructer may aid him
greatly, by referring to the various authors who have treated
of the more important points in the lessons; and by introdu-
cing corrections, illustrations, and comments of is own. In
this way, no small portion of our daily exerciges become in-
formal and extemporaneous lectures.” But the business of
expleining and commenting is carried to an extreme, when-
ever it supersedes the necessity of effort on the part’ of the
learner. If we mistake not, some portion of the popularit
of very copious oral instruciion is to be sot to the aceount o};'
the student’s satisfactinn, in escaping from the demand for
mental exertion. Itis to secure the unceasing and strenuous
cxercise of the intellectual powers, that the responsibility of
the student is made so constant and particular. For this
purpose, our semi-annual ezaminations have been estsblish-
ed. These, with the examination of the Seniors in July, oc-
cupy from twelve to fourteen days in a year. Each ¢ ass is
divided into two portions, which are examined in separate
rooms at the same time, seven or eight hours a day, A com-
mittee is present on the occasion, consisting of gentlemen of
education and distinction from different parts of the state
The degree of correctness with which each student answers
the questions put to him in the several branches, is noted on
the spot, and entered in a record, permanently kept by the
Facnlty. But to the instructers, the daily examinations in
the recitation rooms are a more unerring test of scholarship
than these public trials, The latter answer the purpose of
satisfying the inquiries of strangers. d
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We deem it to be indispensable to a proper adjustment of
our collegiate system, that there should be 1n 1t both Profes-
sors and Tutors, There 1s wanted, on the one hand, the ex-
perience of those who have been long resident at the insutu-
tion, and on the other, the fresh and minute information of
those who, having more recently mingled with the students,
have a distinct recollection of their peculiar feelings, prejudi-
ces, and habits of thinking. At the head of each great divi-
sion of seience, 1t is necessary that there should be a Profes-
sor, to supenintend the department, to arrange the plan of
instruction, to regulate the mode of condecting it, and to
teach the more important and difficolt parts of the subject,
But students in a college, who have just entered on the first
elements of science, are not principally occupied with (he
more abstruse and disputable points. Their atention ought
not to he solely or mamly directed to the latest discovenes.
They have first to learn the pnnceiples whick have been ina
course of investigation, through successive agess and have
now become simplified and settled.  Before arriving at re-
gions hitherto unexplored, they must puss over the interven.
ing cultivated ground. The Professor at the head of a de-
partment muy, therefore, be greutly aided, in some parts of
the course of instruction, by those who are not as deeply
versed as himself in all the ntricacies of the stence, Indeed
we doubt, whether clementary principles are always taught
to the best advantage, by those whose researches have car-
nied them so {ar bayond these sumpler truths, that they come
back to them with reluctance and distaste. Would Sir Isaac
Newton have excelled all others of his day, in teaching the
common rules of nrithmenic! Young men have often the
most ardor, in communicaung familiar principles, and in re-
maving those lighter difficulties of the papil, which, not long
since, were found Iyng acrass their own path.

1n the interna) police of the institution, as the students are
gathered into one family, 1t is deemed an essentizl provision,
that some of the officers should constitute 2 portion of this
family; being always present with them, not only at their
meals, and during the business of the day ; but in the hours
allotted to rest. The arrangement is such, that {n our col.
lege buildings, there is no room occupted by students, which
is ot nenr to the chamber of one of the officers,

But the feature in our system which renders a considera-
ble nember of tutors indispensahle, is the subdivision of our
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classes, and the assignmept of each portion to the particular
charge of one man, Each of the three junior classes is form-
ed into two or three divisions; and each division i3 commit-
ted to the superintendence of a tutor. Although he is not
confined to the instruction of his own division; but makes
such exchanges with the other tutors as will give to each
the opportunity of teaching his favorite branch; yet by
meeting them in the recitation rooms two or three times
every day, and by minutely inspecting their conduct on
other oceesions, he renders & service to the police of the in-
stitution, which could be secured in no other way, It is
intended that the government should be, 8¢ much as possi-
ble, of a parental cﬁarncter; a government of mild and grate-
ful influence. Bout the basis of this must be mutual attach-
ment ; such as can spring only from daily and peculiar inti-
macy. If the same teacher instructs eight or ten different
divisions, in rapid succession, it will be difficult for him to
feel, that he stands in a very near relation to them all. If
the same student attends on a dozen different instructers, in
rotation, he may respect them all; but can hardly be expect-
ed to view them with any peculiar affection.

The tutor of & division has an opportunity, which is en-
joyed by no other officer of the coliege, of becoming inti-
mautely acquainted with the characters of his pupils. It is
highly important that this knowledge should be at the com-
mamf of the Facolty. By distributing our family among dif-
ferent individuals, minute information 1s acquired, which may
be communicated to the Board, whenever it is called for,
Upon this plan also, the responsibility of the several instruc.
ters is rendered far more definite, than when it rests upon the
whole collectively. Each Professor is accountable for the
judicious arrangement of his own depariment; and for the
success with which it is conducted, so far as this depends on
his persona! eflorts and talents, Each tutor is responsible,
to a certain extent, for the progress and correct deportment
of his division. But responsibility is little felt, when held as
common stock among numbers, without a distinct appropsi-
ation to individuals. By a due proportion of professors and
tutors, we may unite the advantages of experience, with ar.
dor and activity ; of profound investigation, with minute at-
tention to elementary principles; of personal attachment and
mdividual responsibility, with such an adjustment of the dif-

ferent parts of the system, as will give unity and syminetry
to the whole,



14 Report on @ Course of Liberul Education.

The collegiate course of study, of which we have now giv-
en 0 sammary view, we hope may be carefully distinguished
from several other objects and plans, with which it has been
100 often confounded. It is far from embracing every thing
which the student will ever have occasion to learn, The
object is not to finish s education but to lay the founda-
tion, end to ndvance as fur in rearing the superstructure, a8
the short period of his residence were will admst.  If he ac-
quires here a thorough knowledge of the principles of sci-
ence, he may then, in a groat measure, educate himsell. e
has, at lcast, been taught kow to learn. With the aid of
books, and means of obgervation, he may be constantly ad-
vancing in knowledge. Wherever he goes, 1nto whatever
company he falls, he hasthose general views, on every topic
of interest, which will enable him to understand, to digest,
and to form a correct opinion, on the statements end discus-
gions which he hears. There are many things important
to be known, which are not taught in colleges, hecause they
may be learned any where. 'The knowledge, though indis-
pensable, comes to us as freely, in the way of our busincss,
as our necessary supplies of light, and air, and water.

The course of instruction which is given to the undergrad-
uates in the college, is not designed to include professional
studics. Our object is not to teach that which iz peculiar to
any onc of the professions; but to lay the foundation which
is common to thern nll, There are separatc schools for
mediciae, law, and theology, commected witl the college, as
well as w1 various parts o? the country ; which arc open for
the reception of aFl wha are prepered to enter upen the ap-
propriate studies of their severnl professions. With these,
ihe ncademical course 1z not intended to interfere.

But why, it may be asked, should a student waste lis time
upon studies which have no immediate connection with his
futore profession? Wil chemstry engble him to plead at
the bar, or camic sections qualify him for preaching, or 0s-
tronomy aid him in the practice of physic? Why should not
Iis attention be confined to the subject which is to occupy
the labots of his life?  In answer to this, it may be observed,
that there is no science which does not contribute its aid to
professiona) skill. * Every thing throws light upon every

thine." The great object of o collegiate education, prepar:
atory to the study of & profession, 18 to give that expansion
and balance of the mental powers, those liberal and com-

Report on a Course of Liberal Education. 13

prehensive views, and those fine proportions of character,
which are not to be found in him whose ideas ore always
confined to one particular channel. When a man has en-
tered upon the practice of his profession, the cnergies of his
mind must be ﬁiven, principally, toits appropriate duties.
Bat if his thoughts never range on other subjects, if he never
looks abrozd on the ample domains of literature and science,
!.he_re will be a narrowness in his habits of thinking, a pecul-
jnrity of character, which will be sure to mark him as a man
of limited views and attainments. Should he be distinguished
in his profession, his ignorance on other subjects, and the de-
fects of his education, will be the more exposed to publio ob-
servetion. On the other hand, he who is not only eminent in
professional life, but has also o mind richly stored with gene-
ral knowledge, has an elevation and dignity of character,
which gives him a commanding influence in society, and a
widely extended sphere of usefulness. His sityation enables
him to diffuse the light of science among all claszes of the
community. Is a man to have no other object, than to ob-
tain a living by professional pursuits? Has he not duties to
perform to his family, to s fellow citizens, to his country ;
:iut:c;s which require varions and extensive intellectual farni-
ure

Professional studies are designedly excluded from the
course of instruction at college, to leave room for those lite-
rary and scientific acquisitions which, if not commenced
there, will, in most cases, never be made. They will not
grow up spontaneously, amid the bustle of business. We
are not here speaking of those ginnt minds which, by their
native energy, break through the obstructions of a defective
cducation, and cut their own path to distinction. These are
honorable exceptions to the general law ; not examples for
common imitation. Franklins and Marshalls are not found
in sufficient numbers to fill a college. And even Franklin
would not have been what he was, il there had been no col-
leges in the country. Whenan elovated standard of educe-
tion 15 maintained, by the higher literary institutions, men of
superior powers, who have not had access to these, are
stimulated to aim at a similar elevation, by their awn efforts,
and by aid of the light which is thus shining around them,

As our course of instruction is not intended to complete
an education, in theological, medical, or legal science ; nei-
ther does it include wll the minute details of mercantile, me-
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chanical, or agriculiural concerns.  These crn never be efe
fectually learned except in the very circumstances in which
they are to be pracused. The young merchant must be
trasned in the counting room, the mechanic, in the work-
shop, the fariner, 1n the field. But we have, on our premi-
ses, no experimental farm or retail shop; no cotton or tron
manufactory; no hatter's, or silverssmith's, or coach-maker’s
establishment. Tor what purpose, then, t will be asked, are
young men who are destined to these occupations, ever sent
to & college? They should not be sent, a3 we think, with an
expectation of finishing their education at the college ; but
with & view of laying a thorough foundation in the principles
of science, preparatory to the study of the practical arts,  As
every thing cannot be learned 1n four years, erther theory or
practice muat be, in 2 measure at least, postponed to a fu-
ture opportunity. But if the scientific theory of the arts is
ever to be acquired, it 18 unquestinnably first in order of time,
The corner stone must be laid, before the superstructure is
erected. If surtable arrangements were made, the details of
mercantile, mechanical, and agnicultural education, might be
taught ot the college, to resident graduates. Tractical skill
would then be grounded upon scientific information.

The question may be asked, What 1s a young man fitted
for, when he takes Jus degree? Does he come forth from
the college qualified for buminess? We answer, no,—if he
stops here. His education i3 begun, but not completed. Is
the college to be reproached for not accomplishing that
which it has never undertaken to perform? Do we com-
plain of the mason, who has imd the foundation of a house,
that he has done nothing to purpose; that he has not
fimshed the Luilding; that the product of hus labor is not
habitable 5 and that, therefore, there is nothing practical in
whaet he has done? Do we say of the planter, who has rais-
ed n crop of cotton, that he has done nothing practical, be-
cause he has not given to his product the form of wearing
apparel ?

n education, ns well & in morals, we often hear the sug.
gestion, that principles are of no consequence, provided the
practice is right, Why waste on theories, the time which is
wanted for pequiring practical arts?  We are aware, that
some operations mz;_y be performed, by those who have little
or no knowledge of the principles on which they depend,
The mariner may set his sails to the wind, withont under-
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standing the laws of the decomposition of florces; the car-

enter may square his frame-work, without a knowledge of
Luclid’s Elements; the dyer may set his colors, without be-
ing indoctrinated in the principles of chemistry, But the
labors of such an one, are confined to the narrow path mark-
ed out to him by others. He needs the constant superin-
tendence of men of more enlarged and scientific informa-
tien, If he ventures beyond his prescribed rule, he works at
random, with no established principles to guide him. B
long continued practice, he may have ottained 2 good de-
Eree of manual dexterity. But the arranging of plans of

usiness, the new combinations of mechanical processes, the
discoveries and improvements in the arts, must generall
come from minds more highly and systematically cultivatec?.'
There is a fertility in scientific principles, of wiich the mere
artist has no apprehension. A single general law may in-
clude a thousand or ten thousand particular cases; each one
of which is ag difficult to be learned or remembered, as the
law which explains them all. Men of mere practical detail
are wanted, in considerable numbers, to fill the subordinate
places in mechameal establishments; but the higher stations
require enlightened and comprehensive views,

We are far from believing that theory alone, should be
taught in a college, It cannot be effectually taught, except
in connection with practical illustrations. 'f‘hese are neces-
sury in exciting an interest in theoretical instructions; and
especially important in showing the application of principles,
It is our aim therefore, while engaged in scientific investiga-
tions, to blend with them, as far as possible, practical illus-
trations and expenments. Of what use are all the sublime
discoveries which buve immortalized the names of Newion,
Archimedes, and others; if the principles which they have
unfolded, are never to be taught to those who can reduce
them to practice? Why do we bestow such ¢xalted encomi-
ums on wventive genius, if the results of original investiga-
tions, are to be confined to a few scientific men, and not dift
fused among those who are engaged in the active duties of
lifeT Tobring down the principles of science to their prac.
tical application by the laboring classes, is the office of men
of superior edueation, It is the separation of theory and
practice, which has brought reproach upon both, 'Their
union alone can elevate them to their true dignity and value.
The man of science is often disposed to assume an nir of

\



H Report on u Course of Liberal Bducation,

chanical, or arricultural concerns.  These can never be ef-
fectually learned except mn the very circomstances in which
they are to be practised. The young merchant must be
tramed 1w the counting room, the mechanic, in the work-
shop, the farmer, i the field. But we have, an our premt-
ses, no expenmentul farn or retail shops no cotton or 1ron
munufactory ; no hatter's, or silver-smith’s, or coach-maker’s
establishment. For what purpose, then, 1t will be asked, are
young men who are destined to these occupations, ever sent
to o college?  They should not be sent, as we think, with an
expectation of jinishing thewr education at the college ; but
with & view of laymg © thorough foundation in the principles
of science, preparatory to the study of the practical arts. Ag
every thing cannot be learned in four years, esther theory or
practice must be, in a measure a1 least, postponed to a fu-
ture epportunity.  But if the scientific theory of the arts is
gver o be nequired, it s unquestionably firstin order of time.
The corner stone nust be laid, before the superstracture is
erected. If smitable arrangements were made, the details of
mercantile, mechanical, and agricuitucal education, might be
taught at the college, to resident graduates. Practical skill
would then be grounded upon scientific nformation.

The quesuon may be asked, What 1s & young man fitted
Tor, when he takes ks degree? Does he come forth from
the college qualified for busmess? We answer, no,—if he
stopa here.  Mis education s begun, but not completed. Is
the college to be reproached for not nccomplishing that
which it has never undertaken to perform? Do we com-
plain of the mnsoen, who has laid the foundation of a house,
that he has done nothing to purpose; that he has not
finished the bunildingy that the product of s labor is not
habitabie; and that, thercfore, there is nothing practical in
what he has done? Do we say of the planter, who has rais-
ed a crop of entton, that he has done nothing practical, be-
cause he has not givea to his product the form of wesring
apparel 1

n education, as well a8 in morels, we often hear the sug-.
gestion, that principles are of no consequence, provided the
practice is right. Why waste on theories, the time which is
wanted for acquiring practical arts? We are aware, that
some operations may be performed, by those who have little
or no knowledge of the principles on which they depend,
The mariner may set his sails to the wind, without under-
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standing the laws of the decomposition of forces; the car-

enter may square his frame-work, without a knowledge of
?Enclid’s Elements; the dyer may set his colors, without be-
ing tndoctrinated in the principles of chemistry. But the
Iabors of such an one, are confined to the narrow path mark-
ed out to him by others, IHe needs the constant superin-
tendence of men of more enlarged and scientific informa-
tion. 1f he ventures beyond his prescribed rule, he works at
random, with no established principles fo guide him, By
long continued practice, he may have attained o good de-
gree of manual dexterity. DBut the arranging of plans of
business, the new combinationg of mechanica! processes, the
discoveries and improvemenis in the arts, must geperal?’
come from minds more highly and systematically cultivated.
There is a fertility in scientific principles, of which the mere
artist has no apprehension, A single general law may in-
clude a thousand or ten thousand particular cases; each one
of which s as difficult to be learned or remembered, as the
Inw which explains them all. Men of mere practical detail
are wanted, in considerable numbers, to fill the subordinate
places 1n mechanical establishments; but the higher stations
require enlightened and comprehenstve views.

qWe are far from believing that theory alone, should be
taught in 8 college. It cannot be effectually taught, except
in connection wath practical illuslrahops. ! Lese are peces-
sary in exciing un interest in theoretical instructions; and
especially important in showing the applicetion of principies,
It is our aim therefore, while engaged in scientific investiga.
tions, to blend with them, as far as possible, practical illus-
trations and experiments. Of what use are all the sublime
discoveries which huve immortalized the namez of Newton,
Archimedes, and othersy if the principles which they have
unfolded, are never to be taught to those who can reduce
them to practice? 'Why do we bestow such cxalted encomi-
ume on inventive genius, if the results of original investiga-
tions, are to ba confired to a few scientific men, and not dif-
fused among those who are engaged in the ective duties of
life? To bring down the principles of science to their prac.
tical application by the laboring classes, is the office of men
of superior education. It is the separation of theory and
practice, which has brought reproach upon both. Their
union alone can elevate them to their true dignity and value,
The man of science is often disposed to nssume an air of
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superiority, when he looks upon the narrow and partial views
of the mere artisan, The latter in return lnughs ot the prac-
tical blunders of the former. The defects in the education
of both classes would be remedied, by giving them a knowl-
edge of scientific principles, preparatory to practice.

We are aware that & thorough education & not within the
reach of all, Many, for want of time and pecuniary resour-
ces, must be content with a partial course, A defective edu-
cation is better than none. If a youth can afford to devote
only two or three years, to a scientific and professional edu-
cation, it will be proper for him to make a selection of a few
of the most important branches, and give his attention ex-
clusively to thesc. But this is an imperiection, arising from
the necessity of the case, A pnrtiarcourse of study, must
inevitably give a partial education,

This, we are well convinced, is far preferable to a superfi.
cial educatron, Of all the plans of nstruetion which have
been offered to the public, thatis the most preposterous,
which proposes to teach almost every thing in a short time,
In this way, nothing 13 effectually tuught, The pupil is hur-
ried over the surface so rapidly, that scarce a trace of hig
steps remains, when he has finished his course, What he
has learned, or thinks he has learned, is just sufficient to in-
fate his vanity, to expose him to public observation, and to
draw on him the ridicule of men of sound judgment and sci-
ence. A partial education is often expedient; a supetficial
one, never. Whatever o young man undertakes to learn,
however little it may be, he aught to learn it so eflectuelly,
that it may be of some practical use to him, If there is any
way in which every thing worth knowing may be taught in
four years, we are frce to ncknowledge, that we are not in
possession of the sceret,

But why, it is asked, should all the students in a college be
required to trend in the same steps?  Why should not each
one be allowed to select those branches of study which are
most to his taste, which are best adapted to his peculiar tal-
ents, and which are most nearly connected with Eis intended
profession? To this we answer, that our prescribed course
contains those subjects only which ought to be understood,
as we think, by every one who aims at a thorough education.
They are not the peouliarities of any profession or art.
‘These are to be learned in the professional and prectical
schools. Dut the prmnciples of science, are the common
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foundation of all high intellectual attainments, Asin our
primary schools, reading, wriling, and arithmetic are taught
to all, however different their prospecte; o in a college, all
should be instructed in those branches of knowledge, of
which no one destined to the higher walks of life ought to
begnorant. 'What subject which is now studied here, could
be et aside, without evidently marring the system. Not to
speak particularly, in thig place, of the ancient languages;
who that aims at a welj proportioned and superior education
will remain ignorant of the elements of the verious branch.
es of the mathematics, or of history and antiquities, or of
rhetoric and oratory, or natural philosophy, or astronomy, or
chemistry, or mineralogy, or geology, or political economy,
or mental and moral philosopﬁy?

It is sometimes thought that a student ought not to be
urged to the study of that for which he has no taste or capa-
city. But how is he to know, whether he has a taste or ca-
pacity for a science, before he hns even entered upon its ele-
mentary truths?  If he is really destitute of telent sufficient
for these common departments of education, he is destined
for some narrow sphere of action, But we are well persuad-
ed, that our students are not so deficient in intellectual pow-
ers, as they sometimes profess to be; though they are easily
made to believe, that they have no capacity for the study of
that which they are told 13 almoat whelly useless.

When & class have become familiar with the common ele-
ments of the several sciences, then ig the proper time for
them to divide off to their favorite studies. They can then
make their choice from actual trial. 'This is now done here,
{o some extent, in our Junior year. The division might be
commenced at an earlier period, and extended farther, pro-
vided the qualifications for admission into the college, were
brought to a higher standard.

If the view which we have thus far taken of the subject iz
correct, it will be geen, that the object of the system of in-
struction at this college, is not to give a partial education,
consisting of a few branches only ; nor, on the other hand,
to give a superficial education, containing & smattering of
almost every thing ; nor to finish the details of either a pro-
fessional or practical education ; butto commence a thorough
course, and to carry it as far as the time of restdence hero
will allow, 1t is intended to occupy, to the best advantage,
the four years immediately preceding the study of a profes-
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sion, or of the operations which are peealiar to the higher
mercantile, manufacturing, or agricultural establishments.

As the insiruction is only preparatory to a profession, the
plan apan which it is conducted, is not copied from prnfes-
gional schoals, "There are important  diflerences, arisin
from the different character of the two courses, and the dif.
ferent age ut which the student cntors upon them,  In the
professional institetion, it is proper that subjects should be
studied, rather than text-books. At this period, ths siudent
is engaged, not in learning the more elaments of the various
scicnces; but in becoming theroughly acquainted with one
great department of knowledge, to the study of which, sev-
eral years ure to be devotod. e ought to be allowed time
to settle his own opinion on every important point, by the
slow process of comparing and balancing the various snd
conflicting apinions of others. A much greater proportion
of lectures is ndinissible, in this stage of education. The
deep interest excited, by a long continted pursuit in the
same fiold of inquiry, supersedes the necessity of the minule
responsibility wlich is required in elementary studies.  The
age of the student, and the prospe.: of soon entering on

rofessional practice, will cammanly be suflicient 1o sccure
Eis assiduous applicutinn, without the coercive influence of
laws and penaltice.

Although the restruints in o college, are greater than in
professional institutions ; yet they are fess than in common
acndemies, In the lauer, the stedent prosceutes his studies
in the prescnce of his instructer. Al the early arc of ton
or twelve, he needs more {requent nssistance and encournge-
ment, in the way of collequiul intercourse, than the members
of & college, who, though they arc young, aro not children,

Our institution is not madelled exactly after the patiern of
Luropean universitics,  Difference of citcumatances has ren-
dcrcha different arrangement expedient. It has been the
policy of most monarchical governments, to concentrate the
advantages of a superior education in a few privileged placos.
In England, for instunce, cach of the snecient universitics of
Oixford and Cambridgc, i3 not so much a single institution,
s & large number of'distinet, though contiguous colleges.
Bot in tlis country, nur republican labits and feclings will
never allow a mouopoly of litersture in any one place.
There muost be, in the union, ‘ns man colleges, at lcast, oy
states.  Nor would we complain of this arrangement as in-
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uxpedient, provided thet starvation is not the cansequence of
a puironaFe so minetely divided. Wo anticipate no disas-
trous results from the multiplication of colleges, if they can
only be adequutely endowed. We are not without eppre-
hensions, however, that a feebla and stinted growth of ouy
national literature, will be the consequence of the very scanty
supply of means to most of nur public seminaries.

he Universities on the continent of Europe, especially in
Germany, have of late gained the notice and respect of men
of information in this country, 'They are upon a broad and
liberal scale, affording very great facilities for a finished ed-
ucation. But we doubt whether they are models to be co-
pied in every feature, by our American colleges. We hope
el least, that this college may be spared the mortification of
2 ludicrous nttempt to imitate them, whilo it is unprovided
with the resources necessary to execute the purpose. The
only institution in this country, which, so far as we know, has
started upon the plan of the European universities, required
an expenditure, before commencing operations, of more than
threo hundred thousand dollars ; asum far grealer than Yale
College has received in o century and & quarter, from the
Lounty of individuals and the state 1ogether. The students
como to the universities in Germany a1 & morc advanced
age, and with much higher prepuoratory attainments, than to
the colleges in this country.  The period of education which
is there divided into two portions only, one of which is spent
at the gymnagiom and the other at the university, is here di-
vided mto three, that of the 'lgrammar school, the college,
und the professional school. The pupils, when they cater
the vaiversity, are edvanced near{l{v or quite as far, in litera-
turc if not in science, as our students are when graduated.
The institution in Germany which corresponds most pearly
to our colleges, in point of attainments, end the age of tha
students, is the gymnasium, The universities are mostly oc-
cupied with professional studies. In Halle, for example, of
eleven hundred students, all except sixty are engaged in the
study of Theology, Law, end Medicine. But in the United
States, the professinnal schools are seattered over the coun-
try, and many of them are at a distance from the colleges,
The different denominations of christians have their sepa-
rate Theological Seminaries. Students nt law are distribu-
ted in the several stalos, to accammodate their education to
the peculiarities in the legal practice of each. Ifto the The-



22 Report on a Course of Liberal Liducation,

ological, Medical, and Law Institutiens attached to Yale
College, there were added what s called 1n Germany o
School of Philosophy for the higher rescarches of literature
and scrence, the four departments together would constitute
a university i the Furopean sense of the term. The proper
collegiate departinent would still have us distinct and appro-
priate object, that of teacling the branches preporatory to
all the others, It would, 1n our opinon, be idle to think
of adopting m the college, the regulations and plan of m-
struction n 2 university ; unless the students of the former
were advanced three or four years farther than at present,
both in age and acquirements. Would parents in ths coun-
try consent to send their sons, ot the sge of sixteen, to an
inattution w wineh there shonld not be even an attempt at
discipline, farther than to preserve order in the lecture room?
‘When the student has passed beyond the rugged und cheer-
less region of elementary learmng, into the open and en-
chantmg field where the great masters of science are moving
onward with enthusiastic emulation; when, instead of plod-
ding over a page of Latmn or Greek, with hus grammars,
and dictionares, and commentanes, he reads those langua-
ges with facility and delight; when, after taking a general
survey of the extenstve and diversified terntones of literature,
he has selected those gpots for cultivation which are best
adapted to s talents and taste; he may then be safely left
to pursue his course, without the impulse of authoritative m-
junctions, or the regulation of statutes and penalties. But
we question whether a college of undergraduates, unprovided
with any substitute for parental control, would long be pat-
ronised 1n this country.

Although we do not consider the literary institutions of
Europe as faultless models, to be exactly copred by our
American colleges; yet we would be far ffom condemning
every feature, 1n systems of instruction which have had an
origin more ancient than our republican semnanes, We
do not suppose that the world has learned absolutely noth-
ing, by the experience of ages, thata hranch of science, or
a mode of teaching, 15 to be abandoned, precisely because 1t
has stood tts ground, after a tnal by varous nations, and
through successive centuries. We believe that our colleges
may derive unportant amprovements from the universitiea
and echools wt Eurcpe; not by blindly adopting all thewr
measures without discrimnation  but by cautiously introdu-
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cing, with proper modifications, such J)arts of their plans as
are sutted to our peculiar situation and character, The first
and great wnprovement which we wish to see made, 18 an
elevation in the standard of attainment for admission. Un-
til this 13 effected, we shall only expose ourselves to inevitable
failure and ndicule, by attempting & general imutation of for-
eign universities.

One of the pleas frequently urged in favor of a partial ed-
ucation, 18 the alleged want of time for a more enlarged
course. We are well aware, a8 we have already observed,
that a thorough education cannet be begun and finished in
four years, ﬁut if three years immediately preceding the
age of twenty-one be allowed for the study of a profession,
there 1s abundent time previous to thi for the aitainment of
all which 13 now required for admission into the college, in
addition to the course preseribed for the undergraduates.
Though the limit of age for admssion is fixed by our laws at
fourteen, yet how often have we been pressed to dispense
with the rule, 1n behalf of some youth who has completed
lus preparation st an eatlier period ; and who, if compelled
to wait till he has attained the requisite age, **is in danger
of being ruined for want of employment?” May we not ox-
pect, that this plea will be urged with still greater earnest-
ness, when the present improved methods of nstruetion in
the elementary and preparatory schools, are more and more
accelerating the early progress of the pupil?

But suppose it should happen that the student, in conse-
quence of commencing hig studies at a later period, should
be dela'yed a little longer, before entering upon the duties of
his profession ; 1s this a sacrifice worthy to be compared with
the immense difference between the value of a limited and &
thorough education? Is & young man’s pushing forward into
business, so indispensable to his future welfare, that rather
than suspend it for ¢ sm%]e year, he must forego all the ad-
vantage of supenior intellectunl discipline and attainments ?

We well know that the whole population of the country
can never enjoy the benefit of 2 thorough course of educa-
tion, A large portion must be content with the very limited
instruction 1n our primary schools. Others may be able to
add to this the privilege of o few months at an academy.
Others still, with higher aims and more ample means, may
afford to spend two or three years, in attending upon & par-
tinl course of study, in some institution which furnishes in-
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struction in any branch or branches selected by the pupil or
his parents,

he question s then presented, whether the college shall
have all the vartety of classes and depestments which are
found i nendemies; or whether 1 shull confine i1self to the
single object of u well proportioned and thorough course of
study. ft 1 said that the public now demand, thet the doors
should be thrown open to all; that education cught to be so
modified, and varied, as to adapt it 1o the exigencies of the
country, and the prospects of difterent indinduals; that the
instruction given to those who are destined 1o be merchents,
or manufacturers, or agriculturalists, should have a speciol
reference to theur respective prafessional pursuts,

The public are undoubtedly night, in demanding that there
ghould be appropriate courses of educanon, accessible to
all classes of youth, And we rejmce at the pragpect of am-
ple provision for this purpose, in the improvement of our
academes, and the establishment of commercial gh-
schools, gymnasia, lyced, sgncultural seminanes, &c. But
do the public insist, that every enllege shall become a high-
school, gymnastum, lyceum, and academy? Why should
we wierfere with these valuable mstitutions? Why wish to
take their business out of thew hande? The collegs has s
appropriate object, and they bave therrs.  'What advaatage
would be gamed by attempunyg to blend them all in one
When in simost oll our schuols, nnd academies, and profes-
siona} semunanes, the siandard of education has been en-
lsrged and elevated, ts thie o time for the college 1o lower
its standard 7 Shall we fall back, and abandon the ground
which, for thirty years past, we have been stnving so hard
to gam? Are those who are seeking only a partial edues-
tian to ba admtted nto the college, merely for the purpose
of associating its name with theirs? of carrying away with
them & collegiate diploma, without wcurring the fearful haz-
ard of bemg over-educated? Why 13 a degree from a col-
lege more ighly prized, than a certificate from an academy,
if the former 1s not a voucher of a supenor education? When
the course of nstraction m the ons, 13 reduced to the level
of that 10 the other; to be graduated at either; will be equal-
Iy honorable, What 15 the characteristic difference between
a college and an academy? Not that the former teaches
more branches than the latter. ‘There are many academes
in the country, whose scheme of studies, at least upon paper,
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is more vanous than that of the colleges, But while an
academy teaches a little of every thing, the college, by di-
recting us efforts to one uniform course, aims at dong 18
work with greater precision, und ecopomy of nme; just as
the merchant who deeals 1n a mngle class of commodities, or
2 manufacturer who produces but one kind of fubrice, exe-
cutes his busmess more perfectly, than he whosze attention
and skill are divided among a multitude of objects.

If our tregsury were overflowing, if we hed & surplus fund,
requiring us to look ontfor some new object on which to ex-
pend 11, there might perhaps be no harm in establishing &
deprriment for a brief and rapid course of study, so far con-
nected with the eollege, as to be under the superintendence
of the same board of trust. But it ought to be as distinet
frotn the four classes of undergraduates, as 13 the medical or
Jaw school.  All the means which are now applied to the
proper collegiate department, are barely sufficient, or rather
are insufficient, for the object in view, No portion of our re-
sources, or strength, or labor, can be diverted to other pur-
poses, without unparmyg the education which we are at-
tempting 1o give. A London unwversity, commencing with
n capltaT of several hundred thousand dollurs, and aiming to
provide a dystem of instruction for the youth m a city whose
population 1 more than a million, may well establish its high-
er and infenior courses, its scientific and pracucsl depart-
ments, 1ty professional, mercantile, and mechameal watitu-
tions, DBut shall & college, with an income of two or three
thousand o year from funda, aflect 1o be at once 2 London
universty?  Should we ever become such an institution,
our present undergrduate course, ought still to constitute
one distinct branch of the complicated system of arrange-
mentd,

But might we not, by making the college more aceessible
to different deseriptions of persons, enlarge our numbers, and
in thet way,ncrease our income !  This mght be the opera-
tion of the measure, for @ very short time, while a degree
from the college should retain its present valae in public es-
fimaton ; a volue depending entirely upon the character of
the eduention which we give. Bot the moment it 1g under-
stood that the mstitution hag descended to an inferior stand-
ard of attainment, its reputation will smk to a corresponding
level. After we shall have become a college in name only,
and in reality nothing more than sn academy; or half col-

4
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lege, and half academy ; what will induce parents in various
and distant parts of the country, to send us their sons, when
they have ncademies enough in thewr own neighborhood ¢
There is no magical influence in an act of mcorperation, to
give celebnty to z Jiterary mstitution, which does not com-
mand respect for uself, by the clevated rank of its education.
When the college has lost its hold on the public confidence,
by depressing n2 standard of merit, by subshinting a partial,
fur & thorough education, we may expect that 1t will be de.
serted by that class of persons who have hitherto been drawn
here by hugh expectations and purposes, Even if we should
not immediately sutler w point of numbers, yet we shall ex-
change the best portion of our students, for others of 1nfertor
anns and attainments.

As jong as we can mantein an elevated character, we
need be under no apprehension with respect to nombers.
Without character, 1t will be in van to think of retmining
them. Itis a hazardous experument, to act upon the plan
of gaimng numbers first, and character afterwards.

We are sensible there 13 great imperfection 10 the execy-
tion of the purpose to give a thorough course of instruction,
The observations which we have mude on this rubject, relate
rather to what we would wnsk 1o see effected, than to what
we profess to have actually accomplished. Numerous and
formidable difficulties are to be per;lyelually encountered.
One of the principal of these, 1s the cal which 1s s0 frequent.
ly roade upon us, to adimit students mto the college with de-
fectiwe preparation. Parents are little aware to what em-
barrossments and injury they are subjecting their sons, by
urging them forward to a situation for which they are not

proverly qualified. Of those who are barely admitied, one

and sunother 18, from tume to tme, dropped off from the class,
Here end there one, ulter making hw way, with mach per-
plaxity and mortification, through the four years, just abtains
o degree nt last; which is nearly all the benefit that he de-
rives from his residence here. Wherees, if he hud caome to
us well prepared, he might have held & respectable rank m
hts elass, and acquired a substannal educzuon.

Another zserious difficnly with which we have to contend,
iz the impression made on the minds of a portion of our stu-
dents, from one quarter and another, that the study of any
thing for which they have not an watinctive yelish, or which
requites vigorous and continued effort, or which is not imme,
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diately connected with their intended professional pursuits,
is of no practical utility. They of eourse remain ignorant of
that which they think not worth the learming, We are con-
serned to find, that not only students, but thew parents also,
seem frequently more solicitous for the name of an educa-
tion, than the subatence,

The difficulties with which we are now struggling, we fear
would be increesed, rather than dimimshed, by attempting
to unite different plans of education. It is far from bemng
our mlention to dictate to other colleges a system to be
adopted by them. There may be good and suflicient rea-
gons why some of them should mmtroduce a partial course of
instruction. We are not sure, that the demand for tharough
education 1s, at present, sufficient to fill all the colleges in
the United States, with students who will be satisfied with
nothing short of high and solid attainments, DBut 1t 13 to be
hoped that, at no very distant penod, they will be able to
come up to tlus elevated ground, and leave the business of
second-rate education to the infenor sermnaries,

The competition of colleges may advance the interests of
literature : if it is o competitton for excellence, rather than
for pumbers; if each aims to sutpsss the others, not in an
impasing display, butin the substantial value of its educa-
tion. hen the nivalry becomes a mere scramble for num.
bers, a dexterovs arrangement of measures i beating up for
recruits, the stendard o%utlainment will sink lower and Jow-
er, iill the eolleges are brought to a level with common acad-
emies, Does 1t become the patrons and guardians of seund
learning, to yield to this depressing and detertorating influ-
ence? Qur country has ample resources for furnishing to
great numbers the means of a thorough education, At the
same time, peculiar tempintions nre here presented to our
youth, to induce them to rest satisfied with a partial and su-
perficial course of study. 1n Euroﬁe,the competition among
lilerary men 19 s0 pressing, that those of moderate attain.
ments can have little hope of success. Dut in this country,
the field of enterprise 13 g0 wide, the demand for even ordi-
nary learning 15 o urgent, and the occupetions which yield
a competcnt living are o numerons nmfaccessible-, that o
young man of o very limnted stock of knowledge, if he have
a goad share of self-confidence, and a driving, bustling spirit,
can push lumself forward into notice and employment. He
may even mount the steps which lead to office and popular
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spplause. If he fil to enlighten hus countrymen by hss in-
teliectual supenonity, he may at [east attract thew gnze by
the tinsel of his literary ornaments, This 18 the allurement
to a hurned ond superficial educanon.  We have abundant
supplies of this Lombaordy-poplar growth , slender, frait, and
blighted. We should like to see more of the stately elm,
stniing deep its roots, lifung 1s head slowly to the skies,
spreading wide s grateful shade, and growng more und
more venerable with years. There are few wstances ol o
more improvident expenditure of ime and money, than that
which 1s wasted upon a superficial educatian.  The purent
often lubors hard to furmsh hua son with the means of ae-

wrng that whiclt 8 of no substaptial value , when with a
little more time, and o small additiona{ expense, a foundation
might have been effectaally lmd, for Ingh literary excellence,
and professional distnction,

Our duty to our countey demands of us an effort 1o pro-
vide the means of a thorough education.  There 1s perhaps
no naton whose interests would be more deeply aflected, by
g substitution of superficial for solid learming.  The umver-
sa} diffusion of the common branches of knowledge, renders
1t necessary that those who aspire fo literary enmnence should
ascend to very elevated ground. They must ke their po-
sitton an 2 summit which towers above the beyglit of sur-
rounding ranges of hills. In the mudst of g0 onlightened a
population, can he be distinguished, whote educution hag
gearcely given am more enlurged views, than he might ac-
quire, Ey conversalion 1n stages and steam boats, or the
reading of newspapers, and a volame or two of clegant ex-
iracts .

"Phe unexampled muluptication of schools and seademres
m thie country, requires that colleges should ;xm at a high
gtandard of literary excellence. The conviction 1s aimost
wmversal, that the former, as well as the Jatter, admit of
great improvements.  But who are to make these 1mprove.
ments, and give character and tone to our systems of mnstrue.
tiom, if there are few men of thorough education m the coun.
try? He who s to arrange an extensive scheme of meas-
ures, ought himself'to stand on an eminence, fram whuch he
can command a view of the whale field of nperation. Sa.
perficial lerrping n our higher seminaries, will mevifably ex.
tend s taflueace to the infersor schools.  Ifthe fountams
are shallow and turbid, the streams cannot be abundant and
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pure. Schonls and colleges are not rwal instituttons, The
success of each 19 essentia! to the prospenty of the other.
Qur republican form of government renders n ghly 1m-
portant, thdt great numbers should enjoy the advantege of
a thorough educanion. On the Eastern continent, the few
who are destined to particular departments in political life,
muy be educated for the purpose, while the mass of the
people are left in comparative ignorance. But m this coua-
try, where offices are sceessible to all who are qualified for
them, sapenor intellectual attninments ought not to be con-
fined to any description of persons, Mercharts, manufucty-
rers, and farmers, as well es professional gentlemen, take
their places in our public councils. A thorough education
ought therefore to be extended to all these clagses. Itis not
suflicient that they be men of sound judgment, who can de.
cide carrectly, and give a silent vote, on great national ques-
tions.  Their mfluence upon the minds of others 1s needed 5
an influence to be produced by extent of knowledge, and the
force of eloquence, Ought the speaking 1n our deliberative
assemblies to be confined to & single profession? 1 1t 19
knowledge, which gives us the command of physical agents
and instruments, much more 1s it that which enables us to
control the combinartons of moral and political machwmnery,
Young men intended for active employments ought not 1o
be excluded from the calleges, merely on the ground thatthe
course of study 13 not srecmlly adepted to thewr parsuits,
This principle would exclude those also who are intended
for the professions. In either case, the object of the under-
graduate course, 13 not to finish a preparation for business,
but to tmpart that varous and general knowledge, which
will inprove, and elevate, and edorn any ceccupation. Can
merchonis, manufacturers, and agniculturisis, denve no ben-
efit from high ntellectual colture? They are the very class-
es which, from thewr sitaation and business, have the best op-
portunities for reducing the principles of science to their
practical applications, The large estates which the tide of
prospenty in our country 13 so rapidly accumulaung, will fall
mostly into their hands. Is it not desirable that they should
be men of supertor education, of large and liberal views, of
those solid and elegant attainments, which will raise them to
a hugher distinction, than the mere possession of property ,
which will not allow them to hoard their treasures, or waste
them 1n senseless extravagance , winch will enable them to
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adorn soctety by ther learng, to move m the more ntelit-
gent circles with digmty, and to make such an applictlion
of 1heir wealth, as will be most honorable to themselves, and
most beneficial to thewr country {

The active, cnterpnsing cheracier of our population, ren.
ders 1t hughly important, that this bustle and energy should
be directed by sound mtelligence, the result of deep thought
and early diseipline,  The greater the impulse to achon, the
greater 15 the need of wize and skilfol gmdance. When
nearly all the ship's crew are zloft, setttng the topstils, and
catehing the breezes, it 1s necessary there should be 1 steady
band at helm. Light and meoderate learmng 15 but poarl
fitted 1a direct the encrgies of a nation, so widely exlt:ndecf:
so mielligent, so powerﬁ:) 0 resources, so ramdly advancing
w pepulation, strength, and opulence. Where n free gov-
ernment gives fuli liberty to the human iniellect to expand
and opernte, educaton should be proportionably liberal and
ample. When even our mountamns, and rivers, and lakes, are
upon a scale which seems to denote, that we are destined to
be a great and mighty nation, shall our iterature be feeble,
and scantv, and superficial?

Part 1.

Contammng extracts from that part of the report of the fuc-
ulty w wluch the resolution of the corperation 18 more
particularly consdercd.

* * * * * %

By a liberal education, 1t 1s believed, hus been generally
understood, such a course of discipline 1n the arts and scien-
ces, 08 19 best calculated, at the same tae, both to strongth-
en and eunlarge the facultics of the mind, and to familinrize
it with tha }eadini principles of the great obects of human
mvestigation and nowledge. A liberai, 13 obvrously distinct
from a professional, education. 'The former 1s converszant
with those topics, an acquaintance with which 1s necessary
or convement, in any siuatton of lile, the latter, with those
which qualify the wndividual for a particular station, business
or employment. The former is antecedent 1n time,, the lat-
ter rests upon the former as its most appropnate foundation,
A liberal education 18 fitted to occupy the mind, while s
powers are cpemng and enlarging; s professional education
requres an understanding already cultivated by study, aund
prepared by exercise for methodical end persevenng efforts,
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Such scem to be the views, on which the system of a col
legiate educetion 13 founded. It has been believed, that
thare sre certain common subjects of knowledge, about
which all men ought to be nformed, who are best edu-
cated , who are prepared to mingle to the best advantage
with persons of different tastes, ages and purswits, and to
enter with the best prospects of success, on the details of
professional study and practice. As thus education, whichia
culled liberal, waos ongnolly founded on exsting objects of
Niterary ntercst and pursuit, 1t has always had reference to
such objects, and hes vaned with the varymg state of knowl-
edge. hat, therefore, at one tine, has been held 1n litde
estimation, and has hardly found a place 1 a course of liberal
instruction, has, under other circomstances, risen into repute,
and received o proportional share of attention. It 1s not now
the mquiry, whether the changes in the collegiate course
have been sufficiently great and frequent ;—it 1s enaugh for
the present purpose, to state the fact of such changes, and
to admut thewr propriety,

An edueauion, then, {o be liberal, should have reference to
the principal branches of knowledge, and az knowledge
varnes, education should vary withit.

The subject of inguiry now presented, 13, whether the plan
of matruction pursued in Yale College, 1s sufficiently accom-
modated to the present state of liternture end science, and,
especially, whether such a change s demanded as wauld
leave ot of thig plan the study of the Greek and Roman
classice, and make an scqummiance with ancient liternture
no longer necessary for a degree 1n the liberal arts, Before
conaidering this topic directly, it may be useful to premue a
few remarﬁa on another branch of liberal education, 1o order
more clearly to exhibit the kind of objections which are often
thrown cut, some aganst ong part, and some against anoth-
er, of the whole course of collegiate study i—and to make
more apparent the limited and madequate views of those
who urge them,

The usefuloess of mathematical learnmng s generally ad-
mutted , and few peraons, perhaps none, would consder that
course of education liberalI: from which the mathematics are
wholly excluded. At least, the study of the mathematics 18
wllowed a prommnent place m those institutions n wiuch,
what 18 called a practicul education 1s the professed object
aimed at. and from which the ancient languages, an the
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ground of thew bemng of little or no practical utility, wre 1
part or wholly excluded. If 1t 1 asked, on what grounds the

retensions of mathematical learnmg rest? the reply 1 at
Eaud. The sturdy of the mathemates, by the consent of the
ablest men who fiave been conversant with the business of
nstruction, s cspecally adapted to sharpen the intebect, 1o
strengthen the fuculty of reason, and to induce a general
habit of mind favorable to the discovery of trath and the de-
tection of error,  Mathemntical sexence, furthermore, lics at
the foandufion of most of the practical sciences , or affords
valuable mid in illustrating their prineiples, and i applyng
them ta the purposes of life. It forms the best Erepamnon
for purswng the study of physies in all s branches, and 13
not without sts use, at least in 1t indireet wfluence, m most
of our reasonny on other subjects,

But here 1t 1s sometimes objected, that though much of
this may be true, still mathematical knowledge, 10 mast stu-
dents s of little practical use. The plan rales of ambme-
tie, 118 sawd, are all which most men ever find oceasion to ap-

ly, and if to these rules 15 added o knowledge of book-
Eeepmg, fow, mideed, feel the want of mnre extensive infor-
mution m this department of koowledge, Why, it1s asked,
should n student be compelled to devote years to the acquis-
tion of a species of knowledge, which i3 useful only, asit
enables him to advance to the study of navigation, surveying,
astronomy, and nther sciences, mto which mathematical
prineiples largely enter, when he has no wish or expecta-
tion 1o engage practically i esther of these sciences ,—and
will probably from his distaste for the whole subjeet, forget
wn a few years, what he has learned with so great labor? If
a2 man accupied 1 divimty, law or physic, wishes to know any
principle 18 avigution, let him nquire, says the objector, of
some one whose bosiness it ta to understand this science, I
he wishes ¢ substance analyzed, let bim apply to the profess-
ed chemmst , if he wishes to know the name of some mineral,
s properties, or 1s use, let hun ask the mieralomst, who
from s Inve of tlns scienee, has made himself famitliny with
the nurnerous fucts and details which 1t embraces, and who,
b{ his supenior knowledge m lus profession, finds zctual em-
ployment witlin 11z precincts.  If 1t 1a mmportant, that he
should know the times of the nsing and setting of the sun
and maon, the tume, quantity, or durayon of an eclipse, let
hin purchase an almanac, which 18 2 much shorter way to
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the whole of this knowledge, than to determine even one of
these particulars by his own caleutation, Let those sindy
the seiences, and those only, who have a taste (or them, and
who expect to ﬁursue at least gome one science for a liveli.
hood, If the knowiledge of any science 1s of use, the de-
mand for this knowledge will nsure not only s existence,
but 1its prevalence to the exact extent needed; and every
thing beyond this 13 not only superfluous but injurious.
Those act in oppomsition to the plainest principles of political
economy, who manufacture for the market an unsaleable
arucle, If wares are not wanted, who does not see, that
there will be & glut 7 and the manufacturer, who shall persist
n furmshing them, will work hus own ruin  that s, stitu-
tions, in which mathematies are taught beyond their actusl
application to use, will of nacessity be deserted by the public,

at notwithstanding all these difficulties and objections,
the knawledge in question 13 still practical, not 1n the nar.
row view of 1t which the objector takes, but i a sense higher
and wider, and which it may be useful briefly to explain.
The student, who has lzid up a fund of mathematical knowl-
edge, and has extended tis inquinies to those sciences which
depend on mathematical principles, though he 18 employed
1 the practical application of no science, yet 1s bronght
nto an 1mportant relation to those who are so employed,
and experiences from thig relation the most important bene-
fits, He 1zable to judge of the pursuits of others, to estimate
the value of these pursuits, to understanil the progress of scr-
ence, and to feel an interest n the occupations of a large
purtion of mankind. Whether his own station 1n life 13 pub-
lic or privote, whether he engages 1n a professional career,
or 13 called upon to discharge the duties of a magstrate, the
occasions for employmg his knowledge are innumerable,
Granting, that he loses g’om his memory, many or most of
the details of the sciences, be still knows where to apply for
mformation, and how to direct his inquines, and s able to
judge carrectly of the talents and pretensons of these whe
are prominent i any one department, and whom he may
wish to employ m the aceamplishment of actual business,
He 15 acquainied with the region where he s, acts more un-
derstandingly i what he undertakes, and 1 found, 1n conse-
quence of his knowledge, to be, 1n all s transactions, a
more practical man, The student likewrse, by familianzing
himself with the general prineiples of the sciences, prepares

5
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hunself for pursuing, to whatever extent he chooscs, any one
branch, for which he finds hunself to possess talents and in-
clination. Educated 1 this way, besides the advantages of
mental discipline which have been already mentioned, he
enlarges the ctrcle of his thoughts, finds 10 fus superior mfor-
mation, new means of benefiting or mfluencing others, and
his mind 1s thus far liberalized by liberal knowﬁzdge.

Tt 1s on the same general grounds, that the use and neces-
sty of classical literature 1 ¢ liberal education may be de-
fended, 'That tis study occupes, at the present ume, an
mmportant place among literary pursaits, both in Burope and
America, wili not be denmied.  In the Bnush Islends, in
France, Germany, Italy, and, indeed, i every country of
Furope 1n which literature has acquired distinction and im-
portance, the Greck and Roman classica constitute an es-
sential part of a liberal education. In some countries, classi-
cal studies are reviving from & temporary depression , in oth-
ers, where no such depression has been expenenced, they
are pursued with mereased ardor, and 1n none, sre they
known to be declinmg 1 public estimatton, There may be
more varety of opimon than formerly, ns to the use of classt-
cal learming n certamn departmentsof lifey but the conviction
of its necessity 1 the highest education, that which has any
claim or pretence to be denominated liberal, 1s not known
to have sustained any considerable change. The literature
of every country of Europe )s founded more or less on clas-
sical literature, and denves from this source its most unport-
ant illustrations. This 18 evident not only from such works
as have long since appeared, and which form the standard
literature of modern times, but from those most recently
published. and even from the penodical works of the day
Classical lesrming 15 interwoven with every literary discus-
sion. The fuct only 1s here insisted on, and this 1s undenia-
ble. Whaever, then, without a preparation classical lite-
rature, engages in any literary investigation, or undertakes to
discuss any literary tapic, or assoclates with those who m
any country of Lurope, ar 1n this country, are acknowledged
1o be men of liberal acquirements, immediately feels o defi.
ciency 1n his education, and 15 convinced that he 1s destitute
of an'imporiant part of practical learmng. If scholars, then,
are to be prepared to act m the literary world as it fact
extsts, classical literature, from considerations purely practi-
cal, should form an mmportant part of their early discipline.
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But the claims of classical learning are not limted to this
sngle view, It may be defended not only as a necessary
branch of education, 1n the present state of the world, but on
the ground of 1te distinct and independent merts. Famil-
12nty with the Greek and Roman writers s especially adapt.
ed to form the taste, and to discipline the mnd, both 1n
thought and diction, to the relish of what 12 elevated, chaste,
and stmple, The compostions which these writers have
left us, both n prose and verse, whether conaidered 11 refer-
ence to structure, style, modes of Hlustration, or general ex-
ecution, approach nearer than any others to what the human
mind, when thoroughly snformed and disciplined, of course
approves , and constitute, what 1t 18 most destrable to pos-
sess, a standard for determimng literary ment, This excel-
lence of the ancient classic writers 13, ndeed, doubted or de-
niod ;—and 1t becomes, therefore, necessary to adduce such
proof of 1t as the subject admus.

The case here to bo considered 18 not unaccompanied by
analogies. In the range of human improvement, there are
other facts nearly allied, both m thewr character and crrcum-
stances, to this now asserted, which afford st very powerful
support. Architecture rnd sculpture, in their most approved
forms, not only had their ongm, but received their perfec-
ton in Greece. These arts may have been,n certain re-
gpects, modified w the progress of time, changes msy heve
been introduced to sccommedate therr productions to the
necessities and manners of n.later age; yet the ortgmal works
of Grecian genius are the models by whieh artists, even at
the present time, direct their labors , the standards by which,
1n & great measure, thewr ments are determmed. It1sin vam
to pretend that this is the effect of prejudice, the biaa of early
impressions, and the undue veneration of antiquity. The
statuary, m modelling e head or an arm, has nature always
in view, yet he refers notwithstanding to the remaina of
Grecian art as hus best guides, the surest interpreters of pa-
ture itaelf. His work 13 not imitation , it 1s a nearer approsch
to perfection through the skill denved from the contempla-
tion and study of superior excellence. In architecture, the
eye of one least conversant with antiquity s struck with the
simplicity and just proportions of Greeian models ; and these
first impressions are strengthened by observation and reflec.
tion, 'Time, wlich brings to light so many defects, end
suggests 0 many improvements in most of the discoveries of
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men, has added its sanction to the perfection, which follow-
ed the eflorts of the early cultivators of architectura! science.

If, then, scuipture and architecture, after the revolution of
g0 many centurics, still derive aid from the remams of an-
cient skill, 1t ought not to excite surprise, that in other de-

artments of taste, antiquity shounld exhibit the same excel-
ence, we need not wonder, that in poetry and eloquence, 1t
should have likewsse left specimens, worthy to beécome pat-
terns {or succeeding nges.  That this supenonty belongs to
anctent literature, s proved by the only proper evidence, the
voice of men of letters m every country where the classics
have been studied, and where a correct taste has prevailed.
It 1s unnecessary here to eite aothonties. The literature of
Europe attests the feet. Hardly a question can be named
where the practical decision of mankind has been more ab-
solute,

But the study of the classics 13 useful, not enly as 1t lays
the foundations of a correct tasie, and furmshes the student
with those elementary \deas which are found 1n the lerature
of modern times, and which he no where so well ncquires as
i their ongimal sources —but tlso as the study wself forms
the most ef%ectua] diseipline of the mental faculues, This s
a topic 8o often insisted on, that little need be said of t here,
It must Dbe obvious to the most cursory observer, thot the
classics afford matenals to exercise talent of every degree,
from the first opering of the youthful intellect to IEB penod
of 1its mghest maturty  ‘The range of classical study extends
from the elements of tanguage, to the maost difficult questions
ansmg from literary research and cnticism, Every faculty
of the mind 1s employed , not only the memory, judgment,
and reasoning powers, but the taste and fancy are occupled
and improved,

Classical discipline, Jikewise, forms the best preparation far
professional study. The interpretation of language, and s
correct use, are nn where more 1mportant, than n the pro-
fessions of divinity and law. But in 8 course of classical ed-
ucation, every step familiarizes the mind with the strociure
of language, and the meaning of words and phrases, Inre.
gearches of o historical nature, and many such occur n the
professions, a knowledge, espectally of the Latn language,
15 often indispensable.  The use of a thorough knowledge of
Greek to a theologian, no one will deny. It 1s admutted that
instances may be found of distingmshed success m these pro-

Report an a Course of Liberal Education. 87

fesmone, where the advantages of a classical education were
not enjoyed ;—but success of this kind proves only that tal-
ents may somelimes force thexr way to emnence through
powerful obstacies. In settling a plan of education, the in-
quiry should be, not what some men of uncommon endow-
ments have done, but what most men find necessary. Even
1n cases of extraordinary success, such as have been now al-
luded to, the want of classical knowledge has beer often felt
and lamented.

In the profession of medicine, the knowledge of the Greek
and Latin languages is less necessary now than formerly,
but even at the present time it may be doubted, whether tge
faciliies which classical learmng aflords for underatanding
and rendering familiar the terms of science, do not more
than counterbalnnce the time and Iabor requisite for obtain-
mg this learmng. Beaudes, a phymesen, who would thor.
oughl{ investigate the history of hig profession, will find a
knowledge of the ancient languages, essential to his object,
In all the professions, likewise, a knowledge of general lite-
rature 1s of high importance as a qualification for extensive
wntercourse with mankind. The formality of the professional
character, where the course of reading and thinking 18 con-
fined to one channel, hes ofien been remarked. The mere
divine, the mere lawyer, or the mere physician, however well
informed he may be in his perticular profession, has less
chanee of success, than if s early education had been of &
more liberal character,

For these very obwnous advantages, which now attend the
study of classical literature mn the college, the course of study
which, 1t 18 understood, would be proposed as a substitute,
promises but few and partial equivelents. Instead of the po-
ems of Homer, which have had so extensive and important
an mfluence on the heroiwc poetry of all succeeding times, and
which, 1t cannot be demed, are constantly appealed to as
establishing many of the most wnportant canons of criticism,
we are presented 1n several new courses, with the Henn-
ade of Voltawre, and the History of Charles XII of the
same author, in place of the historice! wntings of Lavy and
Tacitug. This 1s a spectmen of the improvements in educa-
tion which are the oceasion of so much boasting, an exam-
ple of a change to render knowledge more practical and
popular, But in what sense, so far as an acquaintance with
the rules of taste, and a familiarity with those general pnn-
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awples by winch literary ment 1s judged, 18 a knowledge o:
the Hennade more practical than a knowledge of the lliad
How 15 the former to qualify its possesser to act in the hte;
rary world 1n @ manner more advantageous than the latter
Do we find that by entics of emunence, Voltaire 23 2 poet
has a lngher place assigned him than Homer, or that they
conaider him as a model to be more carefully studied and 1m-
ated? Or to make the tnquiry more genersl, m order ta
understand the true spint and genms of English litera-
ture,~which 1s of the greatest practical use, the literature
of France, or the literature of Greece and Rome 1 The most
superficial acquantance wuh the pnneipal authors i our
language, 15 sufficient to excite wonder, that such questtons
shou!d be seriously asked. ]

If the new course prapnsed, considered as an miroduction
to a knowledge of general literature, 18 altogether infenior to
the old, and far less practical mits character,—it will be
found not less deficient far the purposes of mental discipline.
To acquire the knowledge of any of the modern languages
of Europe, 15 cliefly an effort of memory The general
structure of these languages is much the sume as that of cur
own. The few diomatics! differences, are made familiar
with little labor |, nor 1s there the same necessity of accurate
compansen and discrimination, asin a’tudymg the classic wn-
ters of Greece nnd Rome.  To establish this truth, let a page
of Voltare be campared with & page of Tacttus. i

Nor 1s this course of education which excludes ancient lit-
erature, less objectionable as the foundation of professional
study The student who has limited himself to French,
Ytalian and Spamish, 15 very unperfectly prepured te com-
mence a course of ether divimty or law  He knows less of
the literature of his own country, than if he had been edu-
cated 1n the old method , the faculties of his intnd have been
brought into less vigorous exercise, and the sources of the
knowledge which he 1s now to acquire, are less accessible,
1f 1t 18 sawd, that the course of exclusive modern literature 18
intended for those who are not dESIETIed for professional
life, the reply 13, that the number of those who obtain a lib-
erol education, without at first deciding whether they shall
be professtonal men or not, 1s far from inconsderable. Many,
who onginally suppose therr minds determined on this sub-
jeet, slter thewr determinations from circumstances, which

they could not foresee. Adopt the course proposed, and
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many would enter upon it, merely from tis novelty , more
from a persuasion, that 1t would be attended with less labor;
and the consequence would be, that the college, so far as
this cause should operate, would be the means of lowenn
the professional character of our country, But here 1t wi
be asked, Isthe literature of the modern nations of Europe
to form no part of a course of liberal education? Is not
modern literature a subject of discussion as well g3 ancient ?
Undoubtedly it 15, and facilities for acqmnng the more po
ular languages of Europe should be afforded ir our pubiic
nstitutions.  The claims of the modern languages are ques-
tioned only when they ere proposed as substitutes for the an-
cient, not when they are recommended on their own ments,
If modern literature 13 valuable, 1t should be stodied n that
way, which leads most directly to & thorough understanding
of 1t, and this way lies through the literature of the an-
cients, If the languages and literature of Italy, France and
Span, beyond what 1s merely superficial, 15 an object with
the student, they should be acquired throngh the Latin, nor
13 there reason to doubt, so ?‘ar as expenence affords the
means of judging, that this 19 the most expeditious mode of
acquring & familiarty with the languages in question. To
begin with the modern languages i a course of education, 18
to reverse tha order of nature.

Modern languages, with most of our students, are studied,
and will continue to be studied, as an sccomplishment, rath-
er than as a necessary ecqusiion. Those likewise who
spend time 1n learming to speak the modern languages, soon
lose their knowledge, unless they live where these languages
are 1n constant use; nor cen there be a donbt, that atudents
do as generally neglect their French, Italian and Spamsh, n
after hife, except when these languages are retained by the
course of business, as they neglect their Lafin and Greek,
This 13 especially true in professional life, where the demand
for 0 knowledge of the modern languages, 1 companson
with the ancient, 1a altogether inconsiderable. 'T'o suppose.
the modern languages more practical than the ancient, to
the great body of our students, because the former are now
spoken i some parts of the world, 13 an obvious fallacy.
The proper question 1s,—what course of diseipline affords
the best mental culture, leads to the most thorough knowl-
edge of our own literature, and lays the best foundation for
professional study  The ancient languages have here a de-
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cided advantage. If the elements of modern languages are
acquired by our students 1n connection with the established
collegiate course, and abundant facilitics for tlus purpose,
have for 4 long ume, been afforded, further acquisitions will
be easily made, where circumstances render them unportant
and useful. From the graduates of this college, who have
visited Europe, complaints have sometunes been heard, that
thewr clasmical attainments were too small for the literature
of the old world , but none are recollected to have express-
ed regret, that they had culuvated ancient learmng while
here, however much time they rmght have devoled to ths
subject. On the contrary, those who have excelled i clas-
sical literature, and have hikewse acquired u competent
knowledge of some one madern European language besides
the English, bave found themselves the best qualified to
make a full uce of thewr new advantages. Deficiencies in
mudern literature are eusily and rapidly sapplied, where the
mind hos had a proper previnus discipline, deficiencies in
ancrent literature are supplied tardily, and 1n most instances,
mnperfectly,

A sort of miuddle course has, indeed, been proposed by
some, by which stadents for admission to college are requir-
ed to have some elementary knowledge of Latm and Greek ,
but after they are once admitted, the ancient [anguages are
to be thrown aside, and modern literature alone attended to.
Or students, on thewr admission to college, are to have thewr
option, whether to pursue this new course, or the one long
estublished. Both parties atart in this case, it 1 snid, {rem
the sgame point, and like travellers to the capital of the Un-
10n, take different roads, but at last, that s, when they grad.
uate, all come together agan, before their final separation to
the vanious occupations of life,

But this project 1s liable 1o the objection, that students who
should discontinue the study of Latin and Greek on their ad-
mussion to college, would know just enough of these languages
to undervalue and bate them, ll'hese would be the persons to
proclaun on every side the worthlessness of ancient litera-
ture , that they hud learned the Latin and Greek languages,
and had denved no benefit from them, that they had even
forgoiten ull thev ¢ver knew,  All which, with the exception
of their aver estimate of therr former knnwledme, would be,
as respects themselves, the exact truth,  Besides, these per.
sons, thus educated for the purposes of real lite, would i ma-~
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ny instances after thewr graduating, find 1t practically con-
vement to set up as mstructors In these worthless languages.
With few, or rather no qualificetions, for the office they
would assume, the cause of metruction must necessarily
suffer under therr management, ‘The college, iff ancient
learning 18 to be retained at all as a part of its course, as
it must rely on its graduates to instruct in the preparatory
schools, would ba the first sufferer from this ymproved sys-
tem, and thus be made to mimster to 1t1s own destruction.

It 15 besides a matter of some curiosity to know, what 18
mtended, by the final union of students who take these dif-
ferent paths. That they would find, at the end of ther
course, that they had all escqured the same education, 1s
certainly not the meamng, as this contradicts the onginal
hypothesis. The only union manifest s this, that they
would be all admitted to a degree. They would unite in re-
cewving thewr diplomas, If to obtain the honors of coile&e,
as they are called, was the great object of an education, this
impravement 1 the old collegrate course might be consder-
ad ns real. But il the substance and not the shadow, if the
thing signified and not the sign only are aimed at,—the ques-
tion 18 still open for consideration,—whether these different
roads would not lead those who travel them, to entirely dif-
fercnt regions,

Manifest, however, as s the fallacy of substituting a diplo-
ma for an education, this scheme might not unprobably be
approved of by & portion of the community , and a tempora-
ry populanty follow the change, Nor 18 there reason to be-
Jieve, that this 13 the limt of improvements on the old modes
of literary travelling.

* * * *

Such, then, bemg the value of ancient literature, both as
respects the general estimatton in which it 19 held n the lite-
rary world, and its mtrinsmie merits,—if the college should
confer degrees upon students for their attainments n_mod-
ern literature only, 1t would be to declare that to be a liberal
education, which the world will not acknowledge to deserve
the name ,—and which those who shall receive degrees.n
this way, will soon find, 1s not what 1t 11 called, A liberal
education, whatever course the college should adopt, would
without doubt continue to be, what 1t long has been. Ap-
cient literature 13 too deeply inwrought into the whole system
of the modern literature of Europe to be so easily laid aside.

]
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The college ought not to presume upon 1ts influence, nor to
set itself up 1 any manner as a dictator. If 1t should pursue
o course very different from that which the present state of
literature demands, if 1t should confer 1ts honors according
to & rule which 13 not sanctioned by literary men, the faculty
see nothing to expect for favoring such mnovations, but that
they will be considered visionaries in education, 1gnorant
of 1ts true design and objects, and unfit for thewr places,
The ultimate consequence, 1t 18 not difficult to prediet. The
college would be distrusted by the public, and 1ts reputation
would be wrecoverably lost,

Auother plan for improving on the colleginte system, 1s,—
to confer degrees on those only who have fimshed the pre-
sent established course,—but to allow ather students, who do
not mim at the honors of the college, to attend on the nstruc-
tton of the classes as far as they shall choose. This scheme,
it 18 supposed, has a manifest superionty aver all others. It
will satisly the wishes of those w{:o are pleased with the old
system, and open the advantages of the college to such gs
from their circumstances wish for a partial education. That
an edeention may be partial, and stifl wseful, 1s not denied.
Such an education must, after all, be that which 1s aequired
by the great body of the commumity, That the means of
such an edueation should be abundant, that the encourage-
ment to 1t should be every way adequate to the object, ¢l
acknowledge, ‘The only questian 13, whether two schemes
of education, so diverse, cun be properly umted m the same
setminary  The objections to such an union 1 this college
are chvious and great.

* * * * *

In calleges differently constitu.xd from this, such a union
might be unobjectionable, here, certainly, both classes of
students would only njure each other,

* ¥ * * * *

But with respect to all proposals of this kind, the inquiry
should be, 1s there such a demand on the part of the public
for these changes us to make 1t imperative on the college to
adopt them (n any of the forms 1v which they have been pre-
sented? That there are compluints of the old system of colle-
giate education n some of the public journals, that mdividu-
uls are clamorous on ths subject, and consider every thing old
as of eourse wrong, and every thing new as of course right,
13 adnutted. But that the great body of the supporters of
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tlus college, those to whom 1t1s to Jook for countenance and
patronage, are to be numbered 1 the ranks of these innova-
tors, no reason appenrs for believing. By persevering in the
courge of conferring degrees, on these only who have been
thoroughly disciplined 1n both anecient and modern learning,
the col%ege has much to expect, and nothing to fear. but by
deserting the ngh-road which 1t has so long travelled, and
wandering in lanes and bye-paths, it would trifle with its
prospenty, and put at hazard the very menns of its support
and exmtence,

After these general remarke on the question which has
been proposed, 1t may not be thought irrelevant to the sub-
ject, to notice briefly o topic, which, of late, 18 almost inva-
riably introduced whenever the present state of our colle-
ges 18 discussed,  Allusion 1s here made to the cherge reste.
rated i so many forms, that colleges, even in this country,
are places where abuses are chenshed , where antiquated no-
tions and habits are retmined long after they are discarded
by all the world besides, and espeeially, that, here all yn-
provement 18 opposed, and as far as possible excluded.

One writer, who may be thought to speak authontatively
on this pomnt, says, * the course of public instruction re-
maing, after the lapse of two centuries, nearly the same.”
% The system of European education has been transferred,
with little vanation, to our Amencan colleges, And, what-
ever may be the state of things there, I hesitate not to say,
that 1n lﬁ:s country, important improvements are necessary.”
Another wnter, after stating that our systems of education
were derwved from the European institutions, and that, at
first, they were ill adepted to the peculiar character of this
country, goes on to gay, “ The same aystems, however,
with slight alterations, have been brought down to the pres-
ent day, and now reygn m our public seminaries,—while the
genernl cireumstances of the country have become totall
changed.” And agmn, “Ia 1t wise to endeavor to qualify
a youth for exertion and usefulness 1 the United States, by
methods demgned to furm ecclesiastics under the monar-
chies of the old world 1%

From such representations 1s these, the impression 13 lefl
on the minds of meny, that our colleges are, 1n every import-
ant reepect, what they were when onginally instituted , that
the last persons to make improvements mn eduacation, are
thoze to whom education 1s a busmess, and particplarly, that
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those who nstruct in colleges, surpass all others 10 stupidity.
and are content to be forever grmding n the same mill, with
therr eves fixed on the path i which they are constently
moving the same round. It 18 unnecessary here to gonto
a general defence of our colleges,—a few stotements re-
specting this college will be sufhicient.  What Yale College
was 1n its infuncy we are told, wn part, i Chandler’s Life
of Dr. Johnson, the first President of King's College, New-
York. Dr. Johnson graduated mn 1714, and his biographer
probably derived his information respecting the college, as
it was at that nme, from Dr. Johnson himself. *For many
years,” says Dr. Chandler, * the utinost that was gener-
ally attempted, at the college, in classical learning, was to
construe five or six of Tully’s oratwns, a8 many books of
Virgil, and part only of the Greek Testament, with some
chapters of the Hebrew Psalter. Common arithmetic, and 2
little surveying, were the ne plus ultra of mathematical ae-
quirements.  The logie, metaphysics, and ethics that were
then taught, were entangled 1n the scholastic cobwebs of a2
few paltry systems, that would now be laid by as proper food
for worms. Indeed, at the ume when Mr, Johnson took his
Bachelor's degree, the students had heard of a_certain new
and strange philosophy, that was n vogue wn England, and
the names of Descartes, Boyle, Locke, and Newton, had
reached them, but they were not suffered to think that an
veluable improvements were to be expected from philosophi-
cal innovations, &e.”

From the peculiar projudices of this wnter, some of his
representations are to be recewed with mmportant deduc-
tions, but that his account of the college, 2t the me Dr.
Johnson was an undergraduate, so far as it respects the ex-
tent of the course of study, 1s substanually correct, appears
from other enidence altogether independent. Dr. Benjamin
Lord of Norwich 1n this state, in the year 1784, bemng then
mnety years old, wrote to President Stiles an account of the
college, as 1t was when he was a student. Dr. Lord gradu-
ated the same year as Dr. Johnson, that 15, 1 1714, In hus
letter he says,  Books of the langunges and sciencea recited
m my time, were Tully and Virgil, Burgersdicws® and Ra-
mus’ Logic, Pierson's Manuscript of Physics, &c. Were-
cited the Greek Testament, knew not Homer, dee., recited
the Psalms in Hebrew. We recited Ames' Medulla on
Saturdays, and nlso his cases of Conscience sumetimes.  As
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for Mathematics, we studied and recited little more than the
rudiments, some of the plamnest thungs 10 them j—our advan.
tages 1n that day, were too low, for any to nse high 10 any
branch of literature,” &c. Surely it will not be mantained
by any one, who has the least knowledge of the subject, and
who has no sunster object 1n view, that from 1714 to 1828,
only *slight alterations™ have been made in the system of
education m this college. Bo far iz this from being true,
that new departments have been added, and the course
of langunges, mathematies, physics, and indeed every branch,
has been greatly enlarged. It 1 now impossible 10 trace
the successive changes with exactness. It 18 obviously im.
plied t the !angua%e of Dr. Chandler, who was himself a
graduate of the college, that great improvements had been
mude even i s time. It is well known, that the stud

of Mathematies and Natural Philosophy, was greatly ad.
vanced during the Presidency of President Clep. Atten-
tron to English composition and oratory was much ncrees-
ed about the year 1770, and 1n subsequent years. With-
in the last thirty years, the changes which have been intro-
duced, both nto tha course of study, and the mode of m-
struction, are withun the recollection of members of the fae-
ulty and of the corporation. By what appears-to be a wise
provision 1n our laws, the selection of text-books, the mode of
nstruction, the course of the examinations, and many of the
most important details in the practical concerns of the col-
lege, are left to the judgment and diseretion of the faculty,
the corporation having at all times the night of revision. No
question has engaged the attention of the faculty more con-
stantly, than how the course of education in the college
might be improved, and rendered more practically useful.
Free commuamcations have at all tmes been held between the
faculty and the corporation, on subjects connected with the
mstruction of the college. When the aid of the corporation
has been thought necessary, 1t has been asked , and by this
course of proceeding, the interests of the institution have been
regularly advanced.  No remark 1s more frequently made by
those, who visit the college after the absence of some years,
than that changes have been made for the better, and those
who make the fullest investigation, are the most, ready to
approve what they find. The charge, therefore, that the
college 1s stationary, that no efforts are made to accommo-
date 1t to the wants of the age, that all exertions are for the
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purpose of perpetunting ebuses, and that the college 15
much the gama as it was at the time of its foundation, are
wholly gratmtous. The changesin the country, during the
last century, have not been greater than the changes in the
college. These remnrks have been limited to Yale College,
as 113 lustory s here best known , no doubt, other colleges
alluded to 1n the above quotations, rright defend themselves
with equal success,
L L * L * *

In a report, 1n wlich so many ntercsts of the college are
brougitt mto view, and m which it 1s deemed proper that
some of its internal regulatons should be stated and defend-
ed, it may be justly expected by the commttee, that some
notice should be taken of certain statements lately mede re-
spectm% il our colleges by o writer, who from his situation
might be believed fully acquainted with the real state of
facts, and to have we:ghed with some care the mmport of
lus declaranons. Ordinary mistakes or misrepresentations
should pass unheeded , but, 1n the present mstance, silence
might be interpreted es an admission, that charges of very
grave wmport have been correctly preferred. 'Fhls 18 the
apology, if any is necessary, for making two of these charges
the subject of remark,

According to this wrter, * the pablic examinations at most
of our places of education, cxeept West Pomt, have been
mmserable farces, which have imposed on nobody , not even
on the studeats subjected to them.” * Itisdle” he says,
to.think of hurrymng, 1n a smgle day, through the exammns-
tion of stxty young men i the studies of a year,” &e¢. Though
the gentlemoen of the committee may be aware how little ap-
plicable this censure s to the exammations of this college, yet
1t may not be improper to state with seme particulartty, how
these exanunations are i fact conducted. If they are really
“farces, it 18 time that 8 reform should commence. Each of
our classes 1 examned twice n year, At the close of the
year, the three lowoer clesses are examined i the studies of
the year, each of them m two divisions. Somewhat more
than a day 18 assigned to each class, and as each class 15 ox-
ammed 1n two divisions, the time 18 the same as if ench c¢lass
was examimned 10 o body about two days and a half. At the
close of the month of April of each year, the three lower
classes are examined in all thetr studies from the time of
their admssion to college. The time s extended , n other
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respects, the examinations are the same as before, In April,
the senior class 33 exammed n the studies of the semor
vear to that tume, and the mods of the examination 18 the
samo as of the other classes. In July the Senstors are exam-
mned for thewr degrees, They arg examined i two divis-
rons; and on the whole college course. For a number of
years past, this exampation has extended through not less
than three days, and sometimes three day=and a half; at the
rate generally of eight hours a day. As the class 18 1 two
divisiong, this 13 the same as a0 examimation of #1x or seven
days for the whole class together. )All examinations in the
languages are ad aperturam libr:, and 1n no study; does any
undarstanding exist between the examiner and the examin.
ed as ta the course which the examination 18 to take. Its
very seldom, that any student is absent from the ¢xamination
of g class, and never, especially from the examination for
degrees, except for very ur%ent reasons. Whenever individ-
uals are absent, they ure alwnys examined afterwards, and
more particularly, than they could have been, at the regular
time. For absence, therefore, there 13 no inducement. It
shonld be ndded, that during the exumenation for degrees,
the ardinary nsteuction mn the college 1= uninterrupted;
and durimg the other examinations, the interruption 1s only,

‘partial, 1f all this 1s @ miserable farce, 1t would be mterest-

mz to know what would be a reality, It 1sinfact e farce,
1t has not been suspected either by those who examine, or by
those who nre examined, or they have not rightly appre.
hended the meaning of the term, That these examinations
can admit of no 1mprovement, 18 not pretended.  Any sug-
gestions from the commuttee or the corporation on thig eu
ject will be received with ull possible attention. It ought,
however, to be distinctly stated, that, 1o the opimon of the
faculty, the examnations of the classes, as now conducted,
are 1 powetful incentive to study, and afford the meany, es-
peciniy in connection with other opportanities, of formmg 2
satisfuctory opinion of the attainments of each individual sto-
dent.

The other charge, which, on the present occasman, ap-
pears to demand notice, 1, that 1n none of our colleges i
there any thorough teaching, * The most that an mstructor
now undertakes,” says this wniter, * in our colleges, is, to as-
certamn from day to day, whether the young men who are as-
sembled 1n his presence, have probably studied the lesson.
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prescribed to them. 'There his duty stops.” And agamn—
“ Not one of our colleges 19 a place for thorough teacling,
and not one of the better class of them does half of what 1t
might do, by bnnging the minds of its instructors to act di-
rectly and vigoronsly on the minds of its pupils, and thus to
encourage, enable and compel them to learn what they
ought to learn, and what they easily might learn.” That
the faculty of this college have always fallen upon the best
methods of instructing, or, 1 all cases, have dene the utmost
which 1t has been n their power to do, they will not say;
but to the assertion, that all they undertake *1s to ascertam
from day to day, whether the voung men essembled in their
presence have probably studied the lesson prescribed to
them,” they would oppose an unqualbfied demal. The
most abundant pains ere taken to explam end enforce the
principles of every branch of learning to which the students
are required to attend, not only when they are assembled 1n
claszes, but ofien, as they need assstance, wndividually If
the faculty know what 1s meant by “brnging the rminds of
the instructars to act directlv and vigorously on the minds of
their pupils,” they think they should fail in their duty to
themselves and to the msutution, if they did not assure the
committee, that, in their belief, somethung very much like it
exists here.

This writer goes on to ask, “ Whoe 1n this country, by
mexans here offered im, has been enabled to make h:mseff
a good Greek scholar? Wheo has been taught thoroughly to
read, write, and speak Leun? Nay, who bas been taught any
thing at our colleges with the thoroughness that will enable
him to go safely and directly onward to distinction n the de-
partment he has thus entered, without returmng to lay anew
the foundations for his success?" That the students of ths
college learn everv thing m the several branches here taught,
which 1t 1s desirable to know, is not maintained. Ther in-
structors nre very far from laymg clasm to such attainments
themselves , nor have they known or heard of any set of -
structors, either at home or abrond, whose just pretensions
nse so high,  That in classieal liternture, particularly, all 1s
not accomplished which 1n other cirenmstances nught be
hoped for, 1s not demed.  That this branch of the collegiate
course 18 gradually improving, amdst alf the discouragements
under which 1t labors—disenuragements which onginate
chiefly from without, that many scholars leave the college
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each year so well versed in the Greek and Roman clasnics as
ta percewve and relish their benuties, and to be able and dis-
posed to make future advances wn the same department , and
that ull who graduate denve from their classical knowledge
important aid 10 their professional studies, and 1n their other
pursuits, 13 what we believe. That m every department, our
students are taught with that thoroughness which enables
them, with proper exertions—a condition so far as we know,
presupposed 1 every country—* to go sufely and directly on-
ward to distinction 1 the department they have thus enter-
ed, without returming to lay anew the foundations for them
success"—there 18 no lgher evidence to be produced, than
general notortety , and to tlus*thc appeal 13 made. .
* * *

[As the two purts of tlus report were writen wndependent-
ly of each other, a few of the same topics were considered 1n
buth, These topics have been retwned n the second part,
so far only as they were mtroduced m a somewhat different
connection.}

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE CORPORATION,

To the Corporation of Yale College —

The committee appomted “to enqure mito the expedi-
ency of so altering the regular course of instruction mn ths
college, 0 to leave out of said course the study of the dead
languages substituting therefor other studies, and esther re-
quinng a competent knowledge of those languages as a con-
dition of admittance into the college, or providing nstruc-
tinn 1n the same for such as shall choose to study them after
admittance,” respecifully report 3—

That aware of the magnitude of the proposiion present-
ed to them, and us direct bearing upon the interests and re-
putation of the college, locking as it does to a fundamental
change 1n 1ts organization and laws, and involving a radical
departure from the orgmmal object of its establishment, the
commitiee deemed it advisabls to refer the subject to the
faculty of the college with a request that therr views. 1n re-

ard to the matter, resulting from long experience and care-
al observation in the business of mstruction, might be fully
explaned, and therr objections to the proposed nnovation
adduced and discussed.
7



[

50 Report on u Course of Liberul ducation.

The committee are much gratified that the faculty, 1n the
document herewrth submitted, have token & comprehensive
view of the whole course ol instruction, and developed the
elements of a liberal education and the principles by which
it should be regulated and admunistered , exhibiting forcibl
the intimate connexion which classical literature has wit
other learning and the sctences, and the facilities afforded by
1ts preliminary study n their attainment. )

The ability with which this subject has been discussed, Ly
the fuculty, relicves the commttee from a lugh degree of
respounsibility. )

This paper having fully and ably exhibited the considera-
tions which ought to be weighed and regarded in formng o
decision upon the contemplated measure, 1t may be consid-
ered that, by its presentation, the committee have fulfilled
the trust confided to them. It s boped, nevertheless, the
umportance of the measure will be considered a sufficient
apology for briefly detailing the grounds of their DpEUEithl]
to a scheme calculated in their judgment fatally to affect the
prospenty of the eollege.

In the umversities of Europe, as well continental as 1nsu-
lar, a thorough knowledge of the anctent lgngunges seems
to be umversally dcemed an important prerequisite to the
aitainment of very considerable success and reputation in
either of the learned professions, while \gnorance of those
languages, constitutes an obstacle to literary distinction, sel-
dom surimounted,

The learned world long ago settled this matter, and sub-
sequent events and expenience have confirmed their decision,
By the estimation in winch classical literature 15 held n any
commumty, 1z advancement n cwvilization and general
learming may be satisfactorily ascertained. On this subject
it Europe, a concurrent opinion and practice appear to pre-
vail among men of distingmshed learning, or of professional,
or political eminence , and it our own country, 1t 1s prexum.
ed, there 1s not great diversity of sentiment, 1 the same class,

It must, indeed, be admitted, that in France, immediately
preceding and during the revolution, the learned languages
were neglected. )

But that example, neither by uts Literary or moral results,
can demand our 1mitation,  What have been the effects of
that neglect upon the literature of that country? Notwith-
standing bighly important improvements and discoveries

Repert on a Course of Liberal Education. 51

have there been made 1n some of the sciences and arts, and
the mineral and geological kingdoms have been penetrated
and explored with unting zeal, and matchless ability, and
the arts of war brought to great perfection, her literary fame
18 eclipsed, In literature, Germany has left her far behind,
and the effect upon the learned professions, and the states-
men of France, 1s already perceived,

If, with the enlightened opintons and settled practice of
one portion of Europe, and the disastrous experience of the
other before us, we consign classical literature to a seconda-
ry place or wnfertor rank m the course of nstruction, and
even admit and graduate students, ag it 13 proposed to do,
without the slightest knowledge of the ancient languages,
may we not expect that the high literary reputation which
this mstitution has hitherto maintained will be essentially im-
paired?  Indeed this college would probably, at no distant
day, sink mto 2 mere academy, while its degrees, being no
longer evidence of great literary and scientific attainments,
would become valueless. The standard of scholarship would
nat only be lowered liere, but we should become directly ac-
cessary (o the depression of the present literary character of
our country.

On the contrary, we are the people, the genius of whose
government and institutions more especially and imperiously
than any other, demunds that the field of classical learning
be industricusly and thoroughly ex;JI!ored and cultivated, and
its richest productions gathered, The models of ancient lit-
crature, which are put into the hands of the young student,
can hardly fail to imbue his mind with the prinesples of lib-
erty , to inspire the liveliest patnotism, and to excite to no-
ble and generous action, and are therefore peculiarly adapt-
ed to the Americrn youth. To appreciate justly the charac-
ter of the ancients, the thorough study and accurate knowl-
edge of thewr classics, in the language of the onginals, are
indispensable , as the simplicity, energy, and striking pecu-
linriues of these pristine exemplars of freedom which are for-
cibly and beautifully displayed i their models of classic lite.
rature, are scarcely more discoverable in ordinary, or even
the most faithful translations, than are the warmth, anima-
ton, and ntellectual llummnation of the living, active and
mtelligent bemng, 1 the seuiptured 1mitation of the statuary.

While classte literature is pursued n other civilized, and
Christinn countries, with constantly mereasing avidity, every
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measure having o tendency to depreciate the value and -
portance, or to discouruge the pursuit of high classic at-
tainments, tn our own country, should be resisted, and no
reasonable effort should be omitted to enhance the esuma-
tion 1z which education shall be held by the grent body of
the commumty,

Let the value of a collegiate education be reduced and
the diflusion of intelligence among the people would be
checked, the general standard of ntellectua) and moral
worth lowered, and our civil and religious hiberty jeoparded,
by ultrmately disqualifying our citizens for the exercise of the
nght and privilege of self-government,

Interwoven therefore, asthe measure under consideration
13, with the structure of our mvaluable institutions, endan-
gering thewr durability; and tending as 1t does to discourage,
by undervalumg swhat has hitherto been deemed an nnpor-
tant branch of learning, and involving a departure from the
well and long cstablished wpintons and practice of the learn-
ed and wise, the commuttee would for these reasens alone,
pronounce its adoplien o most hazardous experiment,

The committee, however, do not rest thewr opposition to
the propased plan solely on the considerations already sug-
gested.  The thorough study of the ancient languages, par-
tcutarly the Latm and Greek, not oniy before but subse-
quently to an adnmssion mnto college, they are fully satisfied,
18, 1n many respects decidedly und positively useful to the
pupil. In the intelleciual discipline of youth, the importance
of the study of those languages, :n their opiion, cannot be
reasonably dented, and will hardly be questioned by many
whose judgments are guided by the {l(ight of expenence,
Such etudy carnes the young pupil back to the earliest era
in the history of mental efforts, lays open to hum the most
simple and onginal operations of the mind and zequants
him with its brillinnt and uprivalled produetions. It stimu-
lates to industry and severe and faithful gpplication, by prov-
ing to the student that the mines of learmng can be penetra-
ted only by unceasing exertion, while it admonusshes him of
the nutility and fate of gemus when unmded by deep and
labonous researcl.  The student’s memory s thus rendered
retentive , Ing recollection quick, and his power of critical
diserimination move aceurate. Beginning with language in
its pnmitive simplicsty und tracing its progress to its present
state, the studeut can hardly fail to improve his taste ard to
enlarge s capacrty to think, and to commumcate thought.
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The acquamtance with the elements of language and the
nythology, as well ag the chronolagy and geography of the
ancients, which he denves from thewr clussics, naturally ex-
citez mn the mund of the student, an ardent destre of knowl-
edge, while s imagination 1s fired by their poetry and elo-
quence. The heroic explouts they celebrate may indeed
arouse jus ambition, but the wisdom of thewr precepts will
enlighten and guide his judgment, and temper s ardor, di-
recting hum to the fields of science, with the hope of obtatn-
ing valued, but bloodless trophies, 1n the conflicts of mind.
Huving sccess to the depostones of the earliest and most
splendid results of mental labors, he seizes the refined treas-
ures of antiquity, and pursming the operations of gifted -
tellects, in later tsmes, his mind becomes well stored with
knawledge, und he w fitted not only for iptercourse with the
learned throughout the world, but for general usefulness,

It 15 urged that the dead languagea are not necessary nor
used m the mntercourse and business of life even by the
schiolar, and that the thme spent in acqurng them 1s, as to
all pructical results, fost. But the commuttee do not con-
sider this objection well founded. Who wonld consent to
part with the mental discipline the study of algebra impaoses,
or direct the student to lay ande Euclid because the perfect
arrangement of the signs of the one, or the problems and
demonstrations of the other, may not be directly and prac-
tically useful to men of business 7 These exercises give vigor
to the mind, generate a habit of close and connected thought,
and prepare the student for the successful use of the mater-
uls he may have dentved from miscellaneous learning. But the
reasons for dispensing with the study of classical literature
are not more cogent, resting as they do, on the wnadmissible
postulate, that the student should be confined to merely
practical learung.

The study of greek as & branch of elementary education,
not only discloses the degree of perfection to which len-
guage was early carried and 1ts susceptibility of almost math-
emalical precison, as B mean of communication, but, at the
same time, brings the student to the contemplation, and to
an inttmate knowledge of a most extroordinary and unexam-
pled people, whose ntellectual history exhi{vits unrnivalled
success, and must continue through the progress of fime to
be on object of intense and augmenting mterest. If for no
other reason, as the means of eultiveung = knowledge of the
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shilosaphy and powers of language, and wnproving tuste,
and sly?e, the ancient lapguages should be early, fmthfully
and perseveringly studied.

The utility of classtcal literature to the learned profissions
however, presents a further and 1n the opmion of the com-
mittee, a strong motive for its holding a prommnent place in
the course of collegiate studics.  High respectability without
sts md, may indeed be attamed, a5t has been, by lnwyers of
extraordinary mental endowments, but such, 1t 15 presumed,
will generally be found to lament thewr inobility to command
the rich illustrations and embellishments, which the scholar
coprously draws from claswic learnng. The deep and inti-
mate knowledge of the human character too, so essential to
the lawyer and the statesman, can be most effectually attam-
ed by explonng and develaping the sprngs of human action,
m all ages. By the various comparisons thus wstituted, the
mdispensable qualification of alawyer, & statesman, or a
yadge, sound and disenminating judgment, may be preatly
wnproved, if not actually acquired, This mestimable char-
acterstic of wizdont, 18 not formed by casval and superficial
views of men and things. They ought to be studied, invest:-
gated and scanned industriously, deeply, carefully and mu-
nutely through all the deve]orments of hstory up 10 the an-
cient classies, tn their ongnal language, by hin who desires
distmetion as n jurist or a statesman,

To high attainments and extended usefulness i physic
and surgery, the importance of a knowledge of the Latm and
Greek languages will hardly be demed, when 113 recollected
that s great portion of the language of those arts, even tn
therr present advanced state, has a classic onigin.

Without classical literature, the Divine wiil expernence se-
rious embarrassment 1n a profession of tremendous responsi-
bility and infinite moment. 'The ancient lnnguages having
been made the orgen of commumeating revealed religion to
man, the originals mast be considered the standard of aceu-
racy and truth, and the only safe resort to explain and re-
move difficulties and doubts too often occasioned by trans-
lations either 1gnorantly or wilfully erranenus.

In a matter of such deep concern, what teacher will he
disposed to forego any nvailable means of ascertmining the
tratht As by biblical cniticism, eontroversies wnvelving eter-
nal mterests are ofien determined, faithfulness to the souls of
men 1mposes an tmperative obligation to read and know
the Scriptures m their onginal sunplicity and punty.
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Indeed to dilate on this point cannot be necessary, as 1g-
norance of classical learning and the safest means of explain-
1ng the oracles of truth, in this profession, must be geuerally
deplared. Ifthen we desire, in accordance with the exam-
ple and 1ntentions of the Fathers and Patrons of this Institu-
uion, to know and communieate the truth 1n 1ts simplicity
beauty and force, the ancient languages will here become
the objects of more intense pursuit, and augmented patron-
age. The single conmderation that divine truth was com-
municated to man m the ancient languages, ought to put this
question at rest, and give to them perpetwity. Besides, clas-
sical literature, while 1t opens the most coprous sources of il-
lustration and explanation, enables him who has made profi-
gletncy m 11, with the more effect, to press the performance of

u Yn

It has been urged that if the study of the ancient langua-
ges shall no longer be required as & preliminary of admission
nto the college, or as a part of its regular course of studies
the time of the student may be usefuﬁy employed in ncqulr:
mg a knowledge of his own and other modern languages.
But so mtimately 11 the English connected with, so directly
13 1t derved from, compounded of and built upon the anctent
languages, that, to the thorough knowledge of it, the study
of those Jangnages 1s indispensable. Indeed, these langua.
ges may be considered the basts of most of the modern.

That the modern langnages most extensvely spoken
should be learned, both by students who expect to be called
abroad, either by busmess or in pursuit of science, and b
those who seek literary distinetion, the cammittee willingly
concede. But the readiest way to ncquire the modern lan-
guages in general use, 18 to become well versed n the an-
crent, from whieh they are derived.

By a competent understanding of Latin, it 1s generally ad-
mtted, the progress of the student 1n French, 1s much facili-
tated. The commuttee therefore, are satisfied, that n the
more advanced periods of collegiate life, when the stodent
shall have made sufficient progress 1 the ancient classics
the French may be studied without an derangement of the
established system, and with great advantage as a paraliel
course, Even the French, however, i therr judgment should
not be subsututed for the classics, either as aaconditmn of
admission, or 1 the regular course of study, or as a test of
scholarship. The commuttee do not deem 1t an equivalent
course. The Spamsh and [talian are so easily acquired by
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one who is versed in Latin, that they may well be considered
as appendages to it, and need not in the opinion of the com-
mittee, be included in a systematic course of collegiate stu-
dies, where this language i3 taught ; much less are they enti-
tled to precedence. The present regulation which allows
the students to stnly French and Spanish at their option, the
committee deem judicious and proper, and they are of opin-
ion that suitable facilities should be continued to 2i! who
may signify their desire to study those languages, when
properly advanced in the ancient.

The considerations briefly adverted to, in the necessarily
rapid view which they have taken of the subject referred to
them, bave brought the committee to the conclusion that it

‘is inexpedignt so to alter the regular course of instruction, at
this college, as to leave out of the same, the study of the an-
cient languages.

Fully convinced of the importance of the thorough study,
and an accurate kpowledge of the ancient languages, ard
believing that much misconception regarding therr utility
has arisen from the fact that they have been but partiaily
studied and acquired, the committee have seen with appro-
bation, that within the last twenty-five yeass those languages
have here received increased attention, and that the class-
ical and other attainments required as a qualification for ad-
mittance into the college, have been considerably aug-
mented. The effect of such sugmentation has evidently
been to elevate the character of the institution, and the
gtandard of scholarship. 'The period of academic prepara-
tinn having been prolonged, and consequently the age, at
which students will ordinarily apply for admittance extended,
they are enabled the more successfully to pursue the studies
requiring maturity of intellect, and further to advance in
learning nnd science.

Approving highly the course which has hitherto been pur-
sued, the committee entertain the opinion that the terms of
admission may very properly, be gradually raised so as ulti-
mately to render necessary, as a condition of admission,
much greater acquirements, especially in the classics, than
the laws of the college at present preseribe. The commit-
tee, however, do not deem it advisable that the corporation
should act on this subject, until they shalt have availed them-
selves of the information and experience of the Fuculty, and
received from tiiem a specific recommendation.

Yale College, September 9th, 1823



