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here in the School Forests Office.
Congratulations Sam, John, and both
Daves!  

The year behind . . .
This summer our MF student

interns in the Forest Apprenticeship
Program were busy in the Morse
Division of Yale Myers, where they
marked 16 acres for regeneration and
over 100 acres for thinning.  Our FSC
and SFI certification continued on as
normal, with the University of
Vermont's David Capen serving as this
year's auditor.

Our research programs continue to
grow.  Of the publications that came
out this year, two papers in press with
Forest Ecology and Management will
report on some of our long-term
silvicultural studies on the dynamics of
regeneration. They have immediate
application to refining some of our oak
hardwood shelterwood treatments.
Another ongoing study monitoring the
bird diversity and abundance in
relation to stand development stage
has shown some very interesting
preliminary results that will be
reported upon in later issues.  

This was a busy year for us in terms
of outreach and education, as we
hosted a spring semester forest
certification workshop, an SAF Yankee
Division summer field day and a horse
logging demonstration as part of The

Last Green Valley Institute's autumn
Walking Weekends.  A new brochure on
the natural history of the Yale Myers
Forest will be coming out shortly under
the authorship of Daniel Jones
(MF'06) and Alison Macalady
(MF'06).  We also hosted our usual
summer seminar series, although our
final seminar was canceled when a
convectional thunderstorm - which
seemingly tracked right down the
Private Road to the camp - knocked out
power for several days.  The storm also
tore through some of recent sales along
the Private Road and took out some of
our best timber, which we are now
trying to salvage.  On the positive side,
the Town of Ashford finally repaired
Kinney Hollow Road after it was
damaged during the great October
flood of 2005.  The Morse Reservoir
dam, damaged in that same flood, will
need repair at some point in the future
but is not in imminent danger of
collapse.

Last and least, in 2006 we spent a
great deal of time and energy fighting a
proposed eminent domain seizure of 25
acres of Yale Toumey by the local
county board of commissioners, which
wanted to use the site for the new
Cheshire County jail. Though we were
sorely tempted by the jail's vast
potential as a pool of cheap labor, we
spent several months vehemently

voicing our opposition to the seizure
and rousing the regional conservation
rabble to support us. It appears to have
worked for the time being - while the
county has yet to choose a site for its
jail, Yale Toumey is no longer being
discussed as a likely option.

The year ahead . . .
The jail brouhaha delayed our

plans to renovate the "villa" at Yale
Toumey, but thanks to the generous
support of Yale College alum Thurston
Twigg-Smith '42 and a gift from Enid
Dwyer we secured funding to construct
a new dormitory and classroom at Yale
Myers. This new structure will be built
in the style of the existing buildings and
will occupy the space now held by the
beloved "rabbit hutches."  With the new
building will come a new bath house
that will be able to accommodate a
larger camp population. Construction
will begin sometime in late 2007, and
will complete the five-year strategic
plan that we set for ourselves in 2000.
Expect a letter from me in the coming
months that outlines the next five year
development plan and describes
several bold new initiatives that we will
be starting.  We will be very keen to get
your input.  As usual you are all
welcome to our July 4th celebration
and we hope to start a School Forest
alumni get-together at the forest each
fall. Stay tuned for more details on this.

Left: A team of American Creams hauls a black oak log out of Yale Myers during October ’s horse logging demonstration. 
Right: A violent summer thunderstorm tore apart this white pine and knocked out power to Yale Myers for several days. 


