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I. Introduction 
 
Wars, civil strife, and acts of terror compete for headlines in the modern world, alongside 
acts of bravery, resistance, and attempts to hold onto humaneness in the midst of horrors 
of every kind.  The study of political economy may seem mundane by comparison, but it 
is in fact central to all of these glimpses of the contemporary human condition, for the 
political management of economic production and redistribution has profound 
consequences for who gets what, and with what consequences.  Political institutions and 
economic policies not only affect how quickly countries grow, and but also how evenly 
the fruits of material well-being are shared, and whether or not the striving for more takes 
a violent turn.  Even as the U.S. government seeks to bring democracy to more countries 
around the world, we would do well to remember that political rights have a way of 
tracking the distribution of economic resourcesÑ between rich and poor countries, and 
within countries between the rich and poor. 
 
Political economy is a vibrant field of inquiry at Yale, thanks in large measure to the 
generous support of James Leitner (Yale Õ76).  Jim LeitnerÕs financial support makes 
possible an active slate of programs on campus in honor of his grandfather, Georg Walter 
Leitner who worked hard under more difficult circumstances in Eastern Europe than most 
of us will ever have to endure.  We also thank the Coca Cola World Fund at Yale for 
additional financial support.  With much appreciation, this report summarizes the 
highlights of our activities over the past academic year.  The Leitner Program hosts a 
Monday noon-time seminar series for outside speakers, the Political Economy Field 
Workshop for advanced graduate students, a variety of workshops and conferences, a 
visiting scholar program, and funds student and faculty research.   
 
Kris Mooseker, the behind the scenes person at the Leitner Program, is an administrative 
genius who keeps snags from marring our events.  We are thankful for her administrative 
skill.  We are also grateful to Malko Ebers for administrative support for two workshops:  
Wealth and Power in the Postindustrial Age, and The Political Economy of War and 
Politics in Early Modern Europe. 
 
We have established the ProgramÕs website at www.yale.leitner, where details of our 
events, and papers identified by (pdf) in the following sections, can be downloaded.  
 
 
 
 



 
 

II. Leitner Speaker Series 

Fall 2005 

Monday, 12 September 
Justin Wolfers (Wharton School of Business) 
"Are Voters Rational? Evidence from Gubernatorial Elections" (pdf) 

Friday, 23 September 
Jana Kunicova (CalTech) with Olga Shvetsova 
"Competition, Coordination and Corruption: Divergent Paths of Elite Interaction in 
Russia and Ukraine" 

Monday, 26 September 
Adam Przeworski (New York University) 
"Self-enforcing Democracy" (pdf) 

Monday, 3 October 
Arthur Stinchcombe (Northwestern) 
"Federalism as Multiplication of Powers rather than Division: Economic Sociology 
versus Game Theory" (pdf) 

Monday, 10 October - 2 events!  
Jim Robinson (Harvard Government Department) 
"When is Democracy an Equilibrium? Theory and Evidence from Colombia's La 
Violencia" (pdf) 

**Mark Manger (McGill) 
"The Proliferation of Preferential Trade Agreements: From NAFTA to the EU and Japan"  
Cosponsored by Canadian Studies, the Yale Center for International and Area Studies, 
and European Studies.  

Friday, 14 October 
Christopher Achen (Princeton) 
"A New Dataset of European Union Decisions: How Well Do Rational Choice Models of 
Governmental Decisionmaking Predict?"  chap 4 Table1 Fig1; chap 10 Tables  (pdf) 

Monday, 17 October 
Kenneth Sokoloff (Economics, UCLA) 
"Inequality and the Evolution of Institutions of Taxation: Evidence from the Economic 
History of the Americas" (pdf) 



Monday, 24 October 
Daniel Posner (UCLA) 
"Sources of Ethnic Identification in Africa" (pdf) 

Monday, 14 November 
Shyam Sundar, (Yale) 
"Why Economists Favor Free Trade but Politicians Don't?" with Koichi Hamada (pdf) 

Monday, 28 November 
Per Pettersson Lidbom (Stockholm University) 
"Does the Size of the Legislature Affect the Size of Government? Evidence from Two 
Natural Experiments" (pdf) 

Monday, 5 December 
Tim Groseclose (UCLA Political Science) 
"A Rational-Choice, Formal-Theoretic Argument Against the Existence of Sophisticated 
Voting in Legislatures" (pdf) 

Monday, 12 December 
Dan Reiter (Emory) 
"Theoretical and Empirical Challenges to an Information-Based Perspective on War 
Termination" (pdf) 

Spring 2006 

Friday, 20 January 
Sheldon Garon (Princeton) 
"Why do Some Nations have so Much, and Others, So Little? A Transnational History of 
Promoting Thrift" 

Monday, 6 February 
Nancy Folbre (University of Massachusetts, Amherst) 
"The Care Sector" (pdf) 

Monday, 13 February 
Bo Rothstein (Goteborg University, Sweden) 
"What Is Quality of Government? A Theory of Impartiality in the Exercise of Political 
Power" (pdf) 

Monday, 20 February 
David Laitin (Stanford) 
"Civil War Narratives" (pdf) 

Monday, 27 February 
Peter Gourevitch (UCSD and Russell Sage) 



"Institutional Investors, Pensions, and Corporate Governance: Some Comparative 
Linkages" (pdf) 

Monday, 3 April 
Kathleen Bawn (UCLA) 
"Big Parties and Proportional Representation: How Coalitional Incentives Offset 
Electoral Ones, and Why It Matters"  

Monday, 10 April 
Mark Fey (Rochester)  
"Repeated Downsian Electoral Competition" coauthored with John Duggan. (pdf) 

Monday, 17 April 
Jeremy Seekings (University of Cape Town) 
"Why South Africans DonÕt Hate Welfare: Race, Class and Beliefs about Distributive 
Justice in Post-Apartheid Cape Town" 

Monday, 24 April 
Barbara Geddes (UCLA) 
"Why Parties and Elections in Authoritarian Regimes?" (pdf) 

 
 

III.   Political Economy Field Workshop 

Monday, 5 September 
Tarek Masoud (Yale) 
"Labor Unions, Welfare States, and Religious Fundamentalism"  

Monday, 19 September 
Jennifer Tobin (Yale)  
"Privatized Investment Incentives and Property Rights in Developing Countries" (pdf) 

Monday, 31 October 
Jun Saito (Yale)  
"The Myth of Electoral Advantage from Infrastructure Investment: The Case of Japan's 
Liberal Democratic Party" (pdf) 

Monday, 7 November 
Jessica Xu (Yale) 
"Globalization and Democratization--Does International Trade Till the Soil for 
Democracy?"  (pdf) 

Monday, 23 January 
Tom Pepinsky (Yale) 



"Autocrats in the Global Economy: Twin Crises and Economic Adjustment in Southeast 
Asia" (pdf) 

January 30 
Paolo Spada (Yale) 
"Political Competition and Corruption" (pdf) 

Monday, 20 March 
Vineeta Yadav (Yale) 
"Lobbying Behaviour in Developing Countries: An Empirical Examination of Brazil and 
India" (pdf) 

Monday, 27 March 
Rafaela Dancygier (Yale) 
"The Political Economy of Immigrant-Native Conflict in Western Europe" 

Monday, 1 May 
Stephen Kaplan (Yale) 
"Do Elections Hurt Developing Economies?"  (pdf) 

Monday, 8 May 
Elizabeth Addonizio (Yale)  
"A Social Approach to Voter Mobilization and Election Day" (pdf) 

Monday, 15May 
Katie Glassmyer (Yale) 
"Institutional Arrangements, Interest Groups, and Education Policy Reform" (pdf) 

 

IV.  Working Papers 
 
Leitner Working Paper 2006-10 (pdf) 
Tax Morale and Conditional Cooperation 
Bruno S. Frey, (Insti tute for Empirical Research in Economics, Universi ty of Zurich and 
Center for Research in Economics, Management and the Arts, Switzerland CREMA)) 
Benno Torgler, (The Whi tney and Betty MacMillan Center for International and Area 
Studies at Yale and Center for Research in Economics, Management and the Arts (CREMA))  
 
Leitner Working Paper 2006-09 (pdf)  
Participation in Environmental Organizations: Poli tical Interest and State Capacity 
Benno Torgler, (The Whi tney and Betty MacMillan Center for International and Area 
Studies at Yale and Center for Research in Economics, Management and the Arts (CREMA)) 
Maria A. Garcia-Vil inas (Universi ty of  Oviedo, Avda) 
 
 
Leitner Working Paper 2006-08 (pdf) 
Rewarding Honest Taxpayers? Evidence on the Impact of Rewards from Field Experiments 



Lars P. Feld, (Philipps-Universi ty of  Marburg, Public Finance Group, Germany) 
 Bruno S. Frey, (Insti tute for Empirical Research in Economics, Universi ty of  Zurich)  
Benno Torgler, (The Whi tney and Betty MacMillan Center for International and Area 
Studies at Yale and Center for Research in Economics, Management and the Arts (CREMA)) 
 
Leitner Working Paper 2006-07 (pdf) 
Women and Il legal Activi ties: Gender Differences and Women's Willingness to Comply Over 
Time 
Benno Torgler, (The Whi tney and Betty MacMillan Center for International and Area 
Studies at Yale and Center for Research in Economics, Management and the Arts (CREMA)) 
Neven T. Valev, (Georgia State Universi ty) 
 
Leitner Working Paper 2006-06 (pdf) 
Does Envy Destroy Social Fundamentals? The Impact of Relative Incoume Posi tion on 
Social Capi tal 
Justina A.V. Fischer (STICERD, London School of Economics, and Swiss Insti tute for 
International Economics and Applied Economic Research (SIAW), Universi ty of St. Gallen) 
Benno Torgler (Yale Center for International and Area Studies, Lei tner Program in 
International &  Comparative Poli tical Economy, and CREMA Center for Research in 
Economics, Management and the Arts) 
 
Leitner Working Paper 2006-05 (pdf) 
Relative Income Posi tion and Performance: An Empirical Panel Analysis 
Benno Torgler (Yale Center for International and Area Studies, Lei tner Program in 
International &  Comparative Poli tical Economy, and CREMA Center for Research in 
Economics, Management and the Arts)  
Sascha L. Schmidt (European Business School, Oestrich Winkel, Germany, and the 
Insti tute of Management, Universi ty of  St. Gallen, Dufourstrasse) 
Bruno S. Frey (Insti tute for Empirical Research in Economics, Universi ty of Zurich) 
 
Leitner Working Paper 2006-04 (pdf) 
The Determinants of  Individuals' Atti tudes towards Preventing Environmental Damage 
Benno Torgler (Yale Center for International and Area Studies, Lei tner Program in 
International &  Comparative Poli tical Economy, and CREMA Center for Research in 
Economics, Management and the Arts)  
Maria A. Garcia-Vil inas (Universi ty of  Oviedo, Avda) 
 
Leitner Working Paper 2006-03 (pdf) 
The Determinants of  Poli tical Discussion: How Important Are Audit Courts and Local 
Autonomy? 
Benno Torgler (Yale Center for International and Area Studies, Lei tner Program in 
International &  Comparative Poli tical Economy, and CREMA Center for Research in 
Economics, Management and the Arts)  
Christoph A. Schaltegger (Swiss Federal Tax Administration, Universi ty of  St. Gallen and 
Center for Research in Economics, Management and the Arts  (CREMA))  
 
Leitner Working Paper 2006-02 (pdf) 
Tax Morale and Fiscal Policy 
Benno Torgler (Yale Center for International and Area Studies, Lei tner Program in 
International &  Comparative Poli tical Economy, and CREMA Center for Research in 
Economics, Management and the Arts)  
Christoph A. Schaltegger (Swiss Federal Tax Administration, Universi ty of  St. Gallen and 
Center for Research in Economics, Management and the Arts (CREMA))  



 
Leitner Working Paper 2006-01 (pdf) 
The Evolution of  Tax Morale in Modern Spain 
Jorge Martinez-Vazquez (Georgia State University) 
Benno Torgler (Yale Center for International and Area Studies, Lei tner Program in 
International &  Comparative Poli tical Economy, and CREMA Center for Research in 
Economics, Management and the Arts)  
 
 

V. Student Support 
 
We made approximately $40,000 available to undergraduate and graduate students, 
primarily for summer fieldwork abroad on political economy related topics. 
 
Graduate Students 
 
Walter Andonov, PhD in Political Science:  ÒRussia's Prospects for Westernization.Ó 
 
Edwin Camp, PhD in Political Science:  ÒCommunity Collective Action and Global  

Mining.Ó 
 
Rafaela Dancygier, PhD in Political Science:  ÒThe Political Economy of Immigrant  

Integration in Europe.Ó 
 
James Fenske, PhD in Economics:  ÒLand Rights and Agricultural Slavery in Southern  

Nigeria during the Transition to Legitimate Commerce.Ó  
 
Valerie Frey, PhD in Political Science:  ÒMNE Strategies: Variation Across the Chile- 

Argentina Border.Ó  
 
Stephen Kaplan, PhD in Political Science:  ÒRedistributive Electoral Cycles in Latin  

America.Ó  
 

Alexander Kirshner, PhD in Political Science:  ÒAt the Intersection of Constitutionalism  
and Democracy.Ó 

 
Jennifer Lewis, MA/MES IR/F&ES:  ÒMigration Effects and Community Forestry in the  

Amazon.Ó 
 
Thomas Pepinsky, PhD in Political Science:  ÒAutocracy, Economic Adjustment, and  

Transitions in Southeast Asia.Ó 
 
Ryan Sheely, PhD in Political Science:  ÒTribes and Institutions in Kenya.Ó 
  
Paolo Spada, PhD in Political Science:  ÒCorruption in Italy.Ó  
 
Undergraduate Students  



 
Andrew Collins, Junior, Yale College: ÒSustainable Rural Development through Biodisel  

Production in India.Ó 
 
Danielle Gilbert, Sophmore, Yale College:  ÒExplaining the Variation in National  

Identity of an Arab Border Community.Ó 
 
Dominique Gomez, Junior, Yale College:  ÒSustainability, Economics and Conception of  

Needs in Chile.Ó  
 
Seunghee Ham, Junior, Yale College:  ÒLabor Market Integration in China and the EU.Ó 
 
Matt Harsha-Strong, Senior, Yale College:  ÒDevelopment's Regional Development  

Mission for Asia.Ó 
 
Heather Heldman, Sophmore, Yale College:  ÒHIV/AIDS and Islam: the Future of U.S.  

Policy in Africa.Ó  
 
Jee Hye Kim, Junior, Yale College:  ÒThe 21st Century Great Game: China, Kazakhstan,  

and Oil.Ó   
 
Evan Smith, Junior, Yale College:  ÒLarge-Scale Biodiesel Initiative Research Project  

India.Ó 
 
Meredith Startz, Junior, Yale College:  ÒCentre for Social Science Research, University  

of Cape Town South Africa.Ó 
 

 
VI. Conferences 

 
A.  The Political Economy of War and Constitutions in Medieval Italian City States.  
December 14-15, 2005, Co-sponsored with the Rockefeller Foundation in Bellagio, Italy. 
 
Session I, Republican Thought in Renaissance Italy 
Pasquale Pasquino (NYU School of Law), ÒRepublicanism: Mixed Constitution and the  

Separation of PowersÓ 
David Wootton (University of York, Department of History), ÒThe True Origins of  

Republicanism, or De Vera RespublicaÓ 
 
Session II, War and the Franchise 
Steven Epstein (University of Kansas, Department of History), ÒGenoa and Venice in  

Renaissance WarsÓ 
Sam Cohn, (Glasgow University, Department of History), ÒPopular Revolt and the Rise  

of Early Modern StatesÓ 
  
Session III, War and Republican Checks 



Bill Caferro (Vanderbilt University, Department of History), ÒMercenary Armies of  
Italian City StatesÓ 

Christine Shaw, (University of Warwick, Department of History and Program in  
Renaissance Studies),ÒThe Problems of Popular Governments in Diplomacy and  
WarÓ 

 
 
B.  Conference on The Political Economy of Post Industrial Societies, February 24-
25, 2006 
 
Session I, Changes in Inequality over Time 
Ken Sokoloff, ÒInequality and the Evolution of Institutions of Taxation: Evidence from  

the Economic Histories of the AmericasÓ (PDF) 
Miriam Golden, ÒDomestic and International Causes for the Rise of Pay Inequality: Post- 

Industrialism, Globalization, and Labor Market InstitutionsÓ (PDF) 
Anne Wren, ÒThe Economic Significance of Government Partisanship in Globalized,  

Post-Industrial EconomiesÓ (PDF) (Power Point) 
 

Session II, Social Consequences of Inequality 
Lane Kenworthy, ÒGovernment Benefits, Inequality and EmploymentÓ (PDF) 
Frank Levy, ÒHow Computerized Work and Globalization Shape Human Skill DemandsÓ  

(PDF) 
 

Session III, The Social Distribution of Inequality 
Kathleen Gerson, ÒFamiles as Trajectories: Children's Views of Contemporary Life in  
 AmericaÓ (PDF) (Power Point) 
Torben Iversen and Frances Rosenbluth, ÒGender Socialization and Service Sector  

EconomiesÓ (PDF) 
 
Session IV, Inequality and Partisan Politics 
John Mollenkopf, ÒThe Political Implications of How Immigrant Generations are  

Positioned in the Changing Racial and Ethnic Division of LaborÓ 
Jonas Pontusson, ÒRising Inequality and Partisan Politics in OECD CountriesÓ (PDF) 
Howard Rosenthal, ÒPolarized America: Income MattersÓ (Power Point) 
 
C.  The Political Economy of Inequality in Early Modern Europe, March 3, 2006 
 

Vivek Sharma, ÒSocial Institutions and Warfare in Latin EuropeÓ (PDF) 
 

Jeremy Black, ÒCivilians in Warfare, 1500-1789Ó (PDF) 
 

William Hagen, ÒThe Peasantries of EuropeÓ (PDF); ÒWorking for the  
Junker: The Standard of Living for Monorial Laborers in Brandenburg, 1584- 
1810Ó (PDF); ÒOrdinary Prussians: Brandenburg Junkers and Villagers, 1500-
1840Ó (PDF) 

 



Joerg Baten, ÒNew Evidence and New Methods to Measure Human Capital  
Inequality Before and During The Industrial Revolution: England, Ireland, France  
and the U.S. in the 17th to 19th CenturiesÓ (PDF) 

 
Boix/Rosenbluth, ÒBones of Contention: The Political Economy of Height 
InequalityÓ (PDF) 

 
 

VII. Visiting Scholars 
 
Takashi Shimizu is an Associate Professor at the Department of Advanced Social and 
International Studies at the University of Tokyo.  Dr. Shimizu spent 2004-March 2006 at 
Yale working on several research projects: one concerns the effects of legal sanctions on 
firms; another compares industrial organization in the U.S. and Japan; a third is a joint 
project with Professor Koichi Hamada (Economics, Yale) on WTO dispute settlement 
and enforcement.  
 
Benno Torgler, was a postdoctoral fellow under Leitner auspices from the University of 
Basel for 2004-2006.  He was a prolific scholar on topics of taxation and moral hazard, as 
reflected by his numerous contributions to our working paper series.  He also taught a 
graduate seminar for the masters program in International Relations on ÒTax Evasion, 
Shadow Economies, and Corruption: The Dark Side of Economics.Ó 
 
 

VIII. Summary 
 
The Georg Walter Leitner Program in Comparative and International Political Economy 
supports research activities employing a wide range of analytical approaches and on 
topics from antiquity to modern times, making political economy a vibrant part of the 
intellectual life at Yale.  We are grateful for the financial resources that make this 
possible, for the scholars who have shared their talent and creativity, and for the students 
who keep asking new questions. 
 
 


