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This is a book about culture and historical existence. It is a book about
what cultures are and about what it means to be a person who lives at a certain
point in history and whose individuality is shaped by a particular time and a
particular culture. These questions have fascinated people for centuries; this
book offers a distinctive answer to them. I argue that what unites the ideas of
culture, personhood, and historical existence is information. To be part of a
culture, to be socialized or acculturated, is to possess a certain kind of infor-
mation—cultural know-how. Cultures are populations of individuals with rel-
atively similar kinds of cultural information. To be a person is to be constituted
by a particular kind of cultural information that exists at a particular point in
time. The cultural information within human beings grows, changes, and
evolves as we come in contact with others. It is reflected in our technology, in
our institutions, and in the articulation of the values we hold most dear.

We are the bearers of this cultural information; indeed we are constituted
by it. And its constitution of us is our constitution as historical beings. It is the
source of our historical existence.

I call this cultural information cultural software. Because cultural software is
the basis of all cultural understanding, it is the basis of the shared ways of
understanding that people call ideology. The different beliefs and worldviews
that human beings possess are the product of the evolution of cultural infor-
mation that is instantiated in human beings and helps makes them the unique
individuals they are.

People come to these kinds of issues in many different ways and from many
different directions. I came to them through the study of law. It does not take
long for lawyers to recognize that people’s views about what the law is and


















