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Study Leaders Past and Present… 
 Be One in the Future 

 

You are a rising junior or senior high school student leader.  

You want to take your development to the next level.  

You are ready to become an Ivy Scholar. 
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Introduction to the Ivy Scholars Program at Yale University 

 

The Ivy Scholars Program for High School Student Leaders is an innovative, intensive summer educational 
experience that combines college-level non-credit academic study in applied ethics, business, economics, history, 
international relations, law, politics, and public policy with strategic leadership and effective advocacy skills. A very 
select group of high school students from across the United States and around the world will learn from members of 
Yale’s world-class faculty, distinguished fellows, and top government and business practitioners on a wide range of 
issues facing national and international leaders. 
 
The morning schedule includes faculty and practitioner presentations with extensive question-and-answer sessions. 
In the afternoon, students will focus on developing their leadership and advocacy skills from national and 
internationally recognized experts. Additionally, small group seminars on a variety of topics will afford students 
numerous opportunities to study in-depth on specialized subjects of interest and further develop their discussion 
skills. In the evening, students will have many opportunities to practice their public speaking and advocacy skills by 
writing and delivering orations in the informative, persuasive, extemporaneous, impromptu, argumentation, and 
group presentation formats. The student-to-instructor ratio at the Ivy Scholars Program is among the best of all 
nationally-recognized summer high school enrichment programs at less than 6-to-1 and is set in a collegial, learning-
friendly culture of excellence. Last year’s participants rated the Program 9+/10 overall! 
 
The Ivy Scholars program is developed specifically for academically competitive high school students who wish to 
pursue undergraduate study on a campus of a top-tier university such as Yale. Students will experience academic 
and residential life at a top Ivy League school by living on-campus in Yale College housing, dining in the historical 
residential college eating halls, and most importantly, learning from Yale scholars on the subjects of their expertise 
in university classrooms. Library facilities at Yale are unmatched by any other high school summer leadership 
program with one of the largest university library collections in the world. Students will have network privileges and 
an Ethernet port in their suites that gives them 24/7 access during the program to Yale’s world-class on-line 
resources including journals, databases, and research services such as Lexis-Nexis. 
 
 

Student Profile 

 

We seek outstanding high school student leaders with strong academic records, passion for national and 
international issues, interest in attending a top university such as Yale, and who wish to make substantive and lasting 
contributions to their communities and the world. Because the program is conducted as a college-level academic and 
leadership development program, students are expected to be mature, responsible, articulate, and willing to engage 
in discussions over difficult moral and policy issues. The Ivy Scholars Program focuses on developing future senior 
leaders in government, business, and public service and to that end, seeks student leaders who have strong written 
and verbal communication skills, can read and analyze large amounts of material, draw well-reasoned conclusions, 
and consistently adhere to a high standard of personal and professional conduct. This special academic and 
leadership development program is for extraordinarily capable individuals of strong character who know who they 
are, possess a strong desire to study strategy and leadership, and have a calling to someday serve at the highest 
levels of government, business, and public service. 
 
The Ivy Scholars Program is specifically developed for mature rising juniors and seniors (one or two summers 
remaining before graduation from secondary or high school). Students must be at least 15 years old by the start of 
the program due to University regulations for summer programs. Due to the large number of applicants, we do not 
accept applications from rising sophomores for this program. There is no minimum grade point average (GPA) 
requirement but applicants with less robust grades should demonstrate excellence and leadership success in all other 
areas. Teacher and mentor recommendations as well as student statements of interest are very important components 
in our admission decisions. 
 
The program's unique format of faculty lectures, academic seminars, mentoring sessions, leadership skills training, 
and advocacy skills instruction supports our mission statement motto:  
 

We believe that teaching Grand Strategy is the best long-term investment we can make in the future. 
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Our Mission: Educate Future Leaders in Grand Strategy: 

An Interdisciplinary, “Big Picture” Method of Strategic Analysis 

 
The Ivy Scholars Program is a sponsored program of International Security Studies at Yale University and is an 
outreach program of the Brady-Johnson Program in Grand Strategy, ISS's strategic leadership education initiative 
dedicated to developing global leaders in government, business, and public service sector for the 21st century.  
 
Why we teach Grand Strategy. Professors Paul Kennedy, John Lewis Gaddis, and Charles Hill launched the Grand 
Strategy Project in January 2000 in the belief that there was a pressing need for the major research universities of 
this country to invest in one of their original purposes—namely, to encourage future leaders to learn to think 
strategically. The faculty at International Security Studies continues to be concerned that these universities are 
emphasizing narrow fields of study at the expense of broad, comparative education in the best liberal arts tradition. 
We regret that senior faculty at many of these institutions are teaching fewer survey courses, and so abandoning 
work that should be central to higher education. And we fear that this specialization would deprive the nation (and 
the world) of future leaders who could effectively confront the domestic and international challenges of the new 
century. The result is an elite year-long graduate course in strategic leadership called Studies in Grand Strategy 
which attracts the very best students throughout our graduate and professional schools as well as Yale College. 
 
Why study Grand Strategy?  By studying the best of what has been thought and written about Grand Strategy over 
the past 2,500 years, and by challenging our students to apply these insights to current and future concerns, we seek 
to provide our students—the future leaders of this country and beyond—with the analytical skills they will need in 
whatever leadership positions they may occupy and whatever contingencies they may confront. No single academic 
discipline is able to provide complete and ultimately effective solutions to the myriad of complex issues which will 
confront the next generation of leaders. By exposing our students to the best scholars in a wide range of academic 
and professional fields, we hope to prepare these future leaders to not only appreciate but utilize the resources that 
each discipline can provide in solving national and global problems. By learning the lessons from successes and 
failures of past leaders and strategists, we hope to arm our students with the lessons of history so that success is a far 
more common outcome than failure. 
 
 

Program Overview 

 
The Ivy Scholars Program for High School Student Leaders is a high school leadership development initiative 
sponsored by International Security Studies at Yale University and is an outreach program of the Brady-Johnson 
Program in Grand Strategy, ISS's strategic leadership education initiative dedicated to developing global leaders in 
government, business, and public service sector for the 21st century. The Program is designed for exceptional high 
school student leaders, regardless of previous training in public speaking or debate, who aim become senior leaders 
in government, business, or public service whether they be a future president or legislator, CEO or corporate 
director, or public service leader. The goal of the Program is to study and apply the lessons of the world's greatest 
strategists and leaders spanning over 2,500 years to contemporary and future issues of the 21st century.  
 
This Program is open to rising juniors and seniors in high school and includes morning lectures by Yale faculty, 
afternoon seminars on Grand Strategy, mentoring sessions with distinguished alumni and rising professionals, and 
evening training sessions dedicated to developing skills essential for leadership such as public speaking, specialized 
writing formats, networking, social and professional etiquette, study skills, time management and more.  While the 
Ivy Scholars Program attracts the most talented high school leaders from across the United States, we will continue 
to recruit the best applicants from countries around the world. 
 
The Ivy Scholars Program has five major components: 
 
• Yale Faculty Forum and Distinguished Practitioner Series: Each morning, a member of Yale's academic 

community or a senior leader in government or industry will give a presentation on her/his area of expertise and 
engage the students in a question-and-answer/discussion session.  The presentation and discussion topics range 
from domestic public policy challenges to questions in political philosophy to contemporary issues in 
international affairs. 
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• Seminars in Grand Strategy: Students will participate in two-hour seminar sessions focusing on Grand 
Strategy. Topics range from the study of the world's great strategists, successful and unsuccessful leaders, 
examination of past and present empires, and study of emerging leaders, nations, social movements, and 
organizations. 

 
• Leadership Skills Development: Sessions include training in critical and strategic thinking, social networking, 

professional etiquette, financial and asset management, time management and more. 
 
• Advocacy Skills Instruction:  Expert instruction in the primary modes of public speaking and argumentation 

including impromptu, extemporaneous, informative, persuasive, group presentation, and group debate formats 
will be provided by our award-winning coaching staff.  

 
• Mentoring: Students will work with recent Yale graduates and mid-career professionals who are currently in 

positions of leadership, in graduate or professional programs, or are pursuing unique careers. By exposing high 
school student leaders to successful Yale graduates who are making a difference in government, business and 
the non-profit world, students can better plan an academic career path through college and beyond. 

 
Here are some selected lecture, seminar and workshop topics that we are planning to offer in 2009: 
 
• Defining and Conceptualizing Grand Strategy 
• Intellectual and Analytical Methodologies 
• Philosophy and Argumentation Theory 
• Post-Modern Theories 
• Legal Philosophy and Thought 
• Grand Strategy of Organizations  
• Becoming a Leader 
• The Art of Cross-Examination  
• Psychology and Persuasion 
• Argumentative Writing Skills 

• Policy Brief Writing 
• Professional and Personal Etiquette 
• Social Skills and Networking 
• Financial and Resource Asset Management 
• Time Management 
• Recovering from Setbacks, Failures and 

Catastrophes 
• Sun Tzu and The Art of War 
• Machiavelli and The Prince 
• Grand Strategy of the Roman Empire  

  
Ivy Scholars Program students will experience academic and residential life at a top Ivy League school by living on-
campus in Yale College housing, dining in the historic residential college eating halls, and most importantly, 
learning from eminent scholars, distinguished practitioners, and successful Yale alumni on the subjects of their 
expertise in university classrooms. Yale’s library facilities are unmatched by any other academic or leadership 
development program with one of the largest library collections in the world. Students will have 24/7 access during 
the program to Yale’s world-class on-line resources including journals, databases, research services such as Lexis-
Nexis, government documents, and special collections of primary source material not available elsewhere. 
 
International Security Studies at Yale sponsors the Ivy Scholars Program as a service to the high school education 
community. Unlike many other summer enrichment programs, the Ivy Scholars Program is not a revenue-generating 
program for the university or a for-profit enterprise.  
 
We believe that peer learning plays an important part in knowledge and social development. By accepting only a 
select number of mature, well-qualified, and motivated students, we create a truly exceptional learning environment 
which will promote superior accelerated learning and skills advancement. Admission to the Program is competitive. 
   
Laptop Computers 

 
Due to the challenging academic requirements of the Ivy Scholars Program, use of a laptop computer is required and 
students are responsible for their security. Some students also bring printers but on-campus print terminals are 
available in the residential college, in the Yale libraries and around the campus for a modest fee. Please secure 
proper coverage with your insurance carrier before bringing your computer equipment to the program.  
 
An Ethernet card (either built in or as an inexpensive add-on accessory) and a CAT-5 or CAT-6 ethernet network 
cable (recommended length = 25 feet) is required for access to Yale's high speed data network which provides T-1 
internet connectivity and access to Yale's vast on-line library research resources. There is wireless connectivity 
throughout the Yale libraries and selected parts of the Yale campus. 



Yale Faculty Forum and Distinguished Practitioner Lecture Series 

 
One of the unique aspects of the Ivy Scholars Program that sets it apart from other summer leadership development 
programs is the Yale Faculty Forum and Distinguished Practitioner Lecture Series. Students will interact directly 
with leading scholars from Yale and other top universities as well as distinguished practitioners who have 
contributed to debates on domestic and international issues as well as help influence domestic and foreign policy. 
 
Students will be given a set of readings to prepare for each session. Each faculty member will deliver a presentation 
followed by discussion and question-and-answer. 
 
The following members of Yale's academic community are scheduled to participate this year (subject to final 
confirmation): 
  
Michael Auslin – Resident Scholar, American Enterprise Institute; former Associate Professor of History and 
Director of the Project on Japan-U.S. Relations at Yale. Named by the World Economic Forum as a Young Global 
Leader and is a term member of the Council on Foreign Relations. Lecture topic: Regional Security in Asia 
 
Thomas Bombelles – International Government Relations Director, Merck & Co. Former Yale-Stimson Fellow. 
Lecture topic: Global Citizenship and the Response to the AIDS Epidemic in Africa 
 
Brad Bowman, MA ‘04 – Major, U.S. Army; former instructor, U.S. Military Academy at West Point. Major 
Bowman earned his MA in International Relations at Yale in 2004. Lecture topic: Leadership 
 
Elizabeth Bradley – Director of the Yale Global Health Leadership Institute and Professor, Yale School of Public 
Health. Lecture topic: Meeting the Global Health Challenges of the 21st Century 
 
Jeffrey Brenzel ’75 – Dean of Undergraduate Admissions and Financial Aid. Former Director of the Association of 
Yale Alumni (AYA). Dean Brenzel and Director of Outreach and Recruiting Jeremiah Quinlan conducted the 
college admissions workshop. 
 
Ted Bromund GRD ‘99 – Margaret Thatcher Senior Research Fellow, The Margaret Thatcher Center for Freedom, 
The Heritage Foundation. Former Associate Director, International Security Studies and Lecturer, International 
Relations and History. Lecture topic: The International State System and Its Enemies 
 
John Lewis Gaddis – Robert A. Lovett Professor of History and Chair, International Affairs Council at the Yale 
Center for International and Area Studies. Author of Strategies of Containment, We Now Know: Rethinking Cold 
War History, The Landscape of History, and Surprise, Security, and the American Experience (Harvard University 
Press, 2004), and The Cold War: A New History (Penguin, 2005). Lecture topic: Grand Strategy of George W. Bush 
 
Joseph W. Gordon GRD ‘78 – Dean of Undergraduate Education. Past National President of Phi Beta Kappa, the 
nation's most venerable academic honor society. Lecture topic: Developments in Yale College 
 
Charles Hill – Diplomat-in-Residence and Lecturer, International Studies and Humanities. Retired ambassador and 
former chief of staff of the U.S. State Department. Served as special assistant to U.S. Secretaries of State Henry 
Kissinger, Alexander Haig, and George Shultz; former special consultant to the United Nations Secretary General 
from 1992-1996. Policy expert on Europe, Asia, and the Middle East. Lecture topic: Where Are We Now? 
 
Donald Kagan, Sterling Professor of History and Classics. World’s authority on the Greeks and the Peloponnesian 
War. Lecture topic: Thucydides as a Revisionist Historian  
 
Paul Kennedy – J. Richardson Dilworth Professor of History and Director of International Security Studies. Author 
of Rise and Fall of the Great Powers, Preparing for the 21st Century, and his most recent book, The Parliament of 
Man: The Past, Present and Future of the United Nations (Random House, 2006). Professor Kennedy is one of the 
world's most in-demand public speakers and is invited to give lectures worldwide. He writes a global international 
affairs column syndicated by Tribune Media. Lecture topic: Reforming the United Nations: Mission Impossible? 
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Harold Hongju Koh – Dean, Yale Law School and Latrobe Professor of International Law. Former Assistant 
Secretary of State for Human Rights and International Law. One of the world's leading authorities on human rights, 
democracy, and international law. Lecture topic: Advice for Future Grand Strategists 
 
Pauline Jones Luong – Associate Professor and Director of Graduate Studies, Political Science, Brown University. 
Specializes in post-Communist political and economic systems, the resource curse, and the rise of Islamic 
radicalism. Lecture topic: The Roots of Radical and Militant Islam 
 
Minh A. Luong – Faculty Fellow, Yale School of Management (SOM); Assistant Director, International Security 
Studies; and Associate Director, Brady-Johnson Center in Grand Strategy. Former International Affairs Council 
Fellow, Yale Center for International and Area Studies. Teaches courses on international relations, privacy, 
negotiations, espionage & economic intelligence, crisis management, and global security. Lecture topic: China at 
the Crossroads of the 21st Century 
 
Roger Pardo-Maurer IV '84 – former Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for the Western Hemisphere and past 
Lecturer, Yale College. Just returned from Iraq serving in US Army Special Forces. Lecture topic: On the Ground in 
Iraq 
 
Paul Solman – Brady-Johnson Distinguished Fellow in Grand Strategy and Economics Correspondent, NewsHour 
with Jim Lehrer. Lecture topic: Making Sense of the Global Economic Crisis 
 
Norma Thompson – Associate Director, Whitney Humanities Center and Senior Lecturer in the Humanities. 
Author of Herodotus and the Origins of the Political Community (Yale University Press) and The Ship of State: 
Statecraft and Politics from Ancient Greece to Democratic America (Yale University Press). Editor of Instilling 
Ethics (Rowman and Littlefield). Lecture topic: From the Greeks to Today: Challenges to Democracy 
 
 
Additional faculty members and special guest speakers will be announced soon! 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Law School Dean Harold Koh discusses the role         Dr. Michael Auslin answers questions about Japan and 
of international law in the War on Terror        its efforts to gain a permanent seat on the UN Security Council 
  
 
 

 
 

Important note: This prospectus dated 1 December 2008 is based on preliminary information provided to us by 
other Yale University units and is subject to revision. We will publish a final prospectus with updated details no 
later than 15 February 2009. 
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Program Administrators and Instructional Team 

 
Administrators 

 
Minh A. Luong is Founder and Director of the Ivy Scholars Program and Assistant Director of International 
Security Studies (ISS), a cutting-edge research and teaching center that supports scholarship and teaching on a wide 
range of international security issues. Professor Luong serves as Faculty Fellow in the Yale School of Management 
(SOM). He was the Forrest Mars Sr. Visiting Professor in the Ethics, Politics, and Economics Program at Yale 
University from 2000-2006 and also served as International Affairs Council Fellow at the Yale Center for 
International and Area Studies. He has taught interdisciplinary senior seminars and graduate courses on crisis 
management, international relations, diplomacy, negotiations, espionage & economic intelligence, privacy, and 
global security issues. As the Associate Director of the Brady-Johnson Program in Grand Strategy and faculty 
member in Studies in Grand Strategy, Yale’s graduate-level training program in strategic leadership, Prof. Luong 
will oversee all aspects of the Ivy Scholars Program. In addition to his university-level teaching career, he has over 
20 years of experience administering and teaching in summer debate and leadership training programs for high 
school students. 
 
Nick Coburn-Palo, Ivy Scholars Curriculum Dean, is a doctoral candidate in Political Science at Brown University 
and previously served as the Director of Debate and Philosophy Instructor at The College Preparatory School in 
Oakland, California, ranked the #6 high school in the United States by The Wall Street Journal in 2007. Mr. Coburn-
Palo was one of the most successful debate coaches for the past decade. His students have earned national titles and 
final round appearances at the most competitive invitational tournaments as well as national championship 
tournaments including NFL Nationals and the National Tournament of Champions. As a debate institute instructor 
he has taught over thirty sessions during the previous decade, including serving as Curriculum Coordinator at the 
Stanford and University of California at Berkeley institutes.  As a competitor, he enjoyed success in almost every 
form of debate, including winning Top Speaker at college Nationals in Value and Parliamentary Debate, as well as 
qualifying for the NDT twice.  Mr. Coburn-Palo has also served as the Assistant Dean and Assistant Debate Coach 
at Hopkins High School (MN), Lecturer in the Department of Communication at Weber State University, Director 
of Debate and Teacher at the Pinewood School (CA), Instructor for Kyongi University and the South Korean 
government’s Ministry of Home Affairs, as well as being a featured speaker at Amnesty International’s Great Basin 
Human Rights Conference. Not only is he an outstanding educator, Mr. Coburn-Palo is an effective administrator of 
residential summer programs with over 20 years of experience. 
 
Susan Hennigan serves as the Ivy Scholars Program Registrar and Logistics Coordinator. She is responsible for 
application, travel, and permission forms as well as tuition payments and registration during check-in day. Ms. 
Hennigan serves as the Programs Coordinator for International Security Studies and the Brady-Johnson Program 
during the academic year.  
 
Chelsea Goldstein serves as Co-Director of Student Life and Learning. She is a graduating senior at Duke 
University majoring in Economics with a minor in Chinese. She is a leader on Duke's nationally-recognized 
parliamentary debate team. She was a successful Lincoln-Douglas debater and Foreign Extemporaneous Speaker for 
Plano West Senior High School (TX) and advanced to the elimination rounds at many national tournaments. She 
also placed at the Texas Forensic Association State Tournament in Student Congress and Extemporaneous Speaking. 
Chelsea has been a student, an Advanced Scholar, a Fellow, and a member of the Ivy Scholars instructional staff. 
 
Drew Ruben serves as Co-Director of Student Life and Learning.  He is a rising junior at Yale University. He 
graduated from Choate Rosemary Hall (CT), where he was president of the Young Democrats, executive editor of 
The Democrat, and a member of the Cum Laude society. He is a founder of Blue State Coffee 
(www.bluestatecoffee.com), which operates a coffee store in Providence, RI and donates 10% of sales to progressive 
causes. In the summer of 2006, he interned for the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee and in 2007, 
interned in House Speaker Nancy Pelosi’s Capitol Hill office. Drew is an alumnus of the Ivy Scholars program and a 
former fellow. 
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Program Instructors 

 
Bryce Adams is a 2008 graduate of Yale University and an alumnus of the Grand Strategy Program. As a debater at 
R.L. Turner High School (TX), Bryce first gained recognition as top speaker at the St. Mark's Invitational as a 
sophomore, the same tournament where he would finish as a semifinalist and 2nd place in the two years to follow.  
He went on to win the 2003 TFA Texas State Tournament and advance to the elimination rounds at the Tournament 
of Champions his junior year. He was a quarterfinalist at the TOC in 2004. Bryce debated in outrounds at virtually 
every national tournament he attended. Bryce attended the Ivy Scholars Program in its first year, returning both as a 
student in the Advanced Scholars Program and as an Ivy Scholars Fellow, aiding in teaching the novice lab. This 
will be Bryce's sixth year as an instructor. 
 
Anthony Berryhill graduated from Stanford University in public policy and minored in Stanford's Ethics in Society 
Program. He earned his M.A. in political philosophy and theory and is now a Ph.D. candidate in political science at 
Yale University. Anthony is an alumnus of the Grand Strategy Program, Yale's elite graduate training program in 
strategic leadership. He has previously served as the Director of Forensics at Menlo School in Menlo Park (CA) and 
as a debate instructor at Harker Academy (CA). As a coach, he has worked with students who have qualified for the 
National Tournament of Champions, placed at the National Forensic League National Tournament and have been 
elimination round participants in both local and national competition on the West Coast. As a nationally-ranked 
public speaker and debater in high school, he qualified for nationals in 3 events: Lincoln-Douglas Debate, US 
Extemporaneous Speaking and Student Congress. During high school, Mr. Berryhill won the Columbia Book Award 
and placed in both state and national competition for poetry and essay writing. At Stanford, his work was published 
and awarded the Boothe Prize for writing the top freshman paper. Mr. Berryhill has been an instructor at 6 other 
summer programs including the National Debate Forum (NDF), National Symposium for Debate (NSD), Stanford 
Forensic Institute, and UC Berkeley.  
 
Pamela Brown is a rising junior at Yale who is double-majoring in Political Science and African Studies.  In high 
school she was captain of her school’s Model United Nations team and her debate team.  Pamela was a nationally 
competitive Lincoln-Douglas debater, and qualified to the National Tournament of Champions her sophomore, 
junior, and senior years.  She continues to debate in college as a member of the Yale Debate team, where she has 
distinguished herself by strong performances at regional and national tournaments.  She has been a student, 
Advanced Scholar, Teaching Fellow, and instructor at Ivy Scholars. 
 
Rick Brundage is an honors program graduate of the University of Minnesota in political science and area studies 
specializing in the Middle East and North Africa and earned his Master of Public Administration from the Taubman 
Center for Public Policy and American Institutions at Brown University in 2008. Rick served as a full-time 
classroom teacher and Lincoln-Douglas debate coach at Harker Academy in San Jose, California where he lead his 
students to regional and national competitive success. While at the University of Minnesota, Rick served as the 
primary investigator on several research projects for the Center for Political Psychology that examined the link 
between political expertise and attitude constraint. Rick has also taught summer programs at the National Debate 
Forum, National Symposium for Debate, and the Harker Institute.  As a competitor, Rick's debate highlights include 
a second place finish at Yale, second place in the Flatirons Round Robin, and quarterfinals at the Mid-America Cup. 
He finished 4th in the nation in Lincoln-Douglas debate at the NFL National Tournament in 2001. 
 
Danielle DeLee is a rising senior at Yale majoring in Economics and International Studies with a focus on Russia. 
She competed nationally in Lincoln-Douglas debate in high school, reaching elimination rounds at several major 
tournaments, and locally in Original Oratory.  She has been an Ivy Scholars student, an Advanced Scholar, Ivy 
Scholars Fellow, and instructor. 
 
Benjamin Elkins earned his B.A. in Ethics, Politics, and Economics at Yale in 2008 and is finishing a Masters of 
Public Health (MPH) program through the five-year BA/MPH program at the Yale School of Public Health.  As a 
Lincoln-Douglas debater at Rowland Hall – St. Mark’s (UT) until his junior year in high school, Ben enjoyed 
regional success and qualified for NFL Nationals. Ben transferred to Phillips Andover Academy (MA) where he led 
the debate and Model United Nations teams his senior year. Ben's research focuses on improving the efficiency and 
accessibility of healthcare systems. Ben is an Ivy Scholars and Advanced Scholars alumnus, former Fellow, and 
associate instructor in the Ivy Scholars Program. He is a 2007 alumnus of the Grand Strategy Program. 
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Jeff Geels is a graduating senior at Yale and is a successful member of Yale's debate team. He attended high school 
at Southlake Carroll High School (TX). Competing in forensics all four years, he won the Texas State Championship 
in Foreign Extemporaneous Speaking three years in a row (2003-2005). A four year qualifier to the NFL National 
Tournament, Jeff advanced to quarterfinals in Foreign Extemporaneous Speaking and octofinals in LD. His senior 
year, he won the University of Texas tournament and placed 4th at the Extemp Tournament of Champions.  Jeff and 
his partner placed in the top 10 teams in the world the World Universities' Debating Championships in Bangkok in 
2008.  He will graduate with a degree in Political Science in 2009 with Phi Beta Kappa honors.  He has been a 
student, an advanced scholar, a fellow, and now an instructor at the Yale Ivy Scholars Program. Jeff is a 2008 
graduate of the Grand Strategy Program. 
 
Karis Gong is completing her Juris Doctor degree at the Boalt Hall School of Law at the University of California at 
Berkeley. She earned her bachelor's degree at the Woodrow Wilson School of International and Public Affairs at 
Princeton University where she studied policy-making in the fields of environmental negotiations and trade 
regulations. She was one of two leaders of a research team examining the fair administration and governance of self-
regulating organizations and the report has been published by the Security and Exchange Commission on their 
website. Karis served as president of the Princeton Whig-Clio Society, America's oldest debate society, joining other 
distinguished debaters such as former U.S. president Woodrow Wilson. Karis finished 2nd in the nation in Lincoln-
Douglas debate at the NFL National Tournament in 2002 representing Winston Churchill High School (TX).  
 
David Hennigan is a doctoral candidate in political science and lecturer at Yale University. His work forces on 
political philosophy and democratic institutions.  David is a very popular instructor at Yale College and his courses 
are always oversubscribed. 
 
Danilo Petranovich earned his doctorate in political science in 2007 and is a lecturer at Yale College. He 
collaborated with William F. Buckley Jr. ’50 on his final two projects, and is currently completing one of those – a 
book about Ronald Reagan’s place in American conservative politics. Dr. Petranovich graduated from Harvard 
College in 2000 with a degree in social studies. 
 
Justin Zaremby earned his doctorate in political science and serves as a lecturer at Yale College while completing 
his law degree at the Yale Law School. His dissertation examines the idea of the intellectual as political advisor 
from Plato to Condi Rice through a combination of history, philosophy, and biography. Justin graduated from Yale 
College in 2003 with a degree in humanities. His undergraduate senior essay on the history of general education was 
published by the Whitney Humanities Center at Yale. He recently received the university's prestigious Prize 
Teaching Fellowship for excellence in undergraduate teaching. Dr. Zaremby is a 2002 alumnus of the Grand 
Strategy Program. 
 

 
 
 

Professor John Lewis Gaddis, Director of the Brady-
Johnson Program in Grand Strategy, discusses potential 
Grand Strategies of the next presidential administration 
and offers lessons for future leaders. 
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Residential Life at Yale 
 
Yale’s Residential College System 

 
Students and instructors will live together in one of Yale's twelve historic residential colleges which form the 
centerpiece of campus life.  Student rooms are furnished with twin beds, mattress, pillow, blanket, dresser, desk, 
desk lamp, and chair. Students should bring their own sheets (twin, extra-long), pillowcases, and towels. 
 
Students should also bring an extra lamp and a fan, if desired (air conditioners are not permitted in sleeping rooms). 
Libraries, dining halls, and classroom buildings are all air conditioned. 
 
Students participating in past Ivy Scholars Program sessions rated living in their historic Yale residential college 
among the best parts of their campus experience at Yale. Many of the residential college suites have common rooms 
(living rooms) which promote collaboration and discussion among fellow students and instructors which are 
essential for intellectual growth and development of professional skills. There are separate sleeping rooms attached 
to the common room and two to four students share a sleeping room. A limited number of single sleeping rooms are 
available at extra cost and are subject to availability. Please contact the director if you wish to be housed in a single 
sleeping room. 
 
Each suite is equipped with a telephone and Ethernet jack. The Ivy Scholars Program provides local telephone 
service for each suite but students must provide their own telephones and long distance calls will require a calling 
card or collect billing. 
 
Recreation and Exercise Facilities 

 
Because the Ivy Scholars Program is officially sponsored by Yale University, for a nominal fee (approximately 
$25.00) participants can obtain access to the recently-renovated Payne-Whitney Gymnasium featuring a state-of-the-
art running track, swimming pool, and workout center. The Payne-Whitney Gymnasium, 2nd largest gymnasium in 
the world, is conveniently located just blocks from our residential college. We have scheduled two dedicated 
exercise/fitness sessions and students in past sessions have used the gym before the morning lectures, and during the 
lunch and dinner breaks; both of which are 90 minutes long. 
 
Meal Service from Yale’s Award Winning Dining Halls 

 
Meals are served during three meal periods per day in one of Yale’s residential college dining halls, rated by the 
Wall Street Journal as one of the best college dining services in the country. A wide variety of choices are available 
including vegetarian and vegan. Meal service begins with dinner on the evening of July 25th and concludes with 
dinner on August 8th. 
 
Safety and Supervision 

 
Our senior program directors each have over twenty years of summer program administration experience and place 
safety and supervision as a top priority. 
 
The Yale University residential assistants and Ivy Scholars staff maintains adult supervision in the residential 
college and students are with their instructors and classmates during scheduled program activities. The residential 
college has an electronic security system at each entrance, requiring a Yale ID for access. Both Yale University and 
New Haven police have exceptional safety records. In addition, uniformed Yale campus security officers are present 
throughout the campus and patrols the university grounds and buildings at night. 
 
Health Services and Emergency Medical Care 

 
Yale University Health Services, located just a few blocks from the residential colleges, provides a wide range of 
healthcare services and offers 24-hour urgent care. In the unlikely event that specialized care is required, the world 
renowned Yale-New Haven Hospital is also located nearby. Yale University requires that all program participants 
have adequate health care and prescription insurance/HMO coverage in force during the entire duration of the 
program. 
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Application Deadlines and Logistical Information 

 
Deadlines and notification dates 

 
• The early decision deadline is March 2, 2009 with notification no later than April 6, 2009. 
• The regular application deadline is May 1, 2009 with notification no later than June 2, 2009. 

• We encourage all applicants to apply as early as possible. 
• No decisions will be made on incomplete applications. 
• Applications received after the regular deadline will be considered on a space-available basis. 

 
Logistical Information 

 
Arrival and departure dates 
 
• Students should arrive in New Haven, CT no later than 4:00 p.m. on Saturday, July 25, 2009. 
• Students should plan on departing New Haven, CT no later than noon on Sunday, August 9, 2009. 
 
Traveling to and from New Haven, Connecticut (detailed instructions sent to accepted students) 
 
By car: Yale University is located off Interstate 91 (near I-95) at exit 3 in New Haven, Connecticut. New Haven is 
approximately one hour north of New York City.  
By air:  The most convenient airport is Tweed Airport in New Haven (HVN), which is a regional airport served by 
U.S. Airways Express. About an hour away by car is Bradley Airport - Springfield/Hartford (BDL) which is served 
by most major airlines and several regional carriers.  Airport shuttle service is available from several providers. 
By train: Amtrak/Accela and MetroNorth train service is available at Union Station in New Haven.  
 
 

Application Fee, Tuition Structure, and Scholarship Information 

 
1.  The $50.00 application fee, made payable to "Yale University" is required with this application.  This fee, which 
is separate from the tuition cost, covers the expense of the admissions review process and is non-refundable. The 
application fee must be included with the application form to be considered for admission.  
 
2.  Total tuition for the 2009 Ivy Scholars Program for High School Student Leaders is $3,450.00 which includes 
instruction, Yale College housing, and meal plan. (Please contact the director if you live in the New Haven area and 
wish to participate as a commuter student).  
 
Note: There are approximately 6-8 books that need to be purchased and read in advance of the program and is at 
your expense. A reading list will be sent upon receipt of the tuition deposit. 
 
          A. Tuition deposit of $1,450.00 is due 7 days after acceptance into the program and is non-refundable. 
 
          B. Balance of tuition, $2,000.00, is due no later than June 8, 2009. 
 
Please make all checks and money orders payable to: “Yale University.” (Note: please write full student name and 
“Ivy Scholars Program” in the memo section of your check or money order. 
 
3.  Scholarship assistance is available for applicants with demonstrated financial need. Thanks to the generosity of 
many Yale alumni, parents of Ivy Scholars alumni, and Friends of International Security Studies, the Ivy Scholars 
Program can provide a number of need-based scholarships of up to $2,000.00 to be applied towards tuition. Named 
in memory of Major Kenneth R. Miller, Jr., MA '02, a U.S. Special Forces officer and Ivy Scholars instructor who 
was killed on active duty in Bolivia while serving as the U.S. counterterrorism coordinator, the Miller Memorial 
Scholarships are based on financial need. Parents or guardians of applicants should submit a statement explaining 
why financial aid is needed and a copy their 2008 Federal income tax statement. Last year, recipient families earning 
less than 50% above the U.S. poverty line adjusting for region and number of dependents received scholarship 
assistance. Please contact the Susan Hennigan, Program Registrar, via email for a scholarship application form. 
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Contact Information 

 
Program Director   

 
Prof. Minh A. Luong 
Director, Ivy Scholars Program 
Yale University 
Email address (preferred method of contact): <minh.a.luong@yale.edu> 
 
Program Registrar   

 
Ms. Susan Hennigan  
Program Registrar, Ivy Scholars Program 
Yale University 
Email address (preferred method of contact): <susan.hennigan@yale.edu> 
 

Mailing / Courier Addresses 

 
U.S. Postal Service address:  
Ivy Scholars Program 
International Security Studies 
Yale University 
P.O. Box 208353 
New Haven, CT 06520-8353 
 
Courier address (FedEx, UPS, Airborne, Emory, etc.):   
Ivy Scholars Program 
International Security Studies 
Yale University - Allwin Hall 
31 Hillhouse Avenue 
New Haven, CT 06511 
 

Facsimile (FAX) number 

 
Facsimile (FAX) number  203.432.6250 
Note: Please indicate "Ivy Scholars Program" on the cover sheet. 
 
Internet Website 

 
http://www.yale.edu/ivyscholars 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
   

 
 

Yale Ivy Scholars Program Class of 2008 
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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) 

 
Q:  How many students participate in the Ivy Scholars Program? 
A:  We expect to accept no more than 60 exceptional student leaders from across the United States and around the 
world. We encourage all interested applicants to apply as early as possible. We have filled the spaces in our program 
early every year we have run the program. 
 
Q:  What is the tuition for your program? 
A:  Our tuition fees for 2009 are as follows: 
 

1.  The $50.00 application fee, made payable to "Yale University" is required with the application.  This fee, 
which is separate from the tuition cost, covers the expense of the admissions review process and is non-
refundable. The application fee must be included with the application form to be considered for admission. 
 
2.  Total tuition for the 2009 Ivy Scholars Program for High School Student Leaders is $3,450.00 per student 
which includes instruction, Yale College housing, and meal plan but does not include the cost of books that are 
to be purchased and read by the student prior to the start of the program.  

 
Please contact the director if you live or can stay locally in the New Haven area and wish to participate as a 
commuter student (no housing or meal plan).  
 
Q:  Are scholarships available? 
A:  Scholarship assistance is available for applicants with demonstrated financial need. Thanks to the generosity of 
many Yale alumni, parents of Ivy Scholars alumni, and Friends of International Security Studies, the Ivy Scholars 
Program can provide a number of need-based scholarships of up to $2,000.00 to be applied towards tuition. Named 
in memory of Major Kenneth R. Miller, Jr., MA '02, a U.S. Special Forces officer and Ivy Scholars instructor who 
was killed on active duty in Bolivia while serving as the U.S. counterterrorism coordinator, the Miller Memorial 
Scholarships are based on financial need. Parents or guardians of applicants should submit a statement explaining 
why financial aid is needed and a copy their 2008 Federal income tax statement. Last year, recipient families earning 
less than 50% above the U.S. poverty line adjusting for region and number of dependents received scholarship 
assistance. Please contact the director via email for a scholarship application form. 
 
Q:  Do you offer dedicated instruction in Lincoln-Douglas debate? 
A:  In the past, we offered separate programs for high school debaters and leaders but discovered that students in 
each program wanted instruction in the other. We have since integrated the curricula and added additional leadership 
and public speaking training sessions. The result is our Ivy Scholars Program for High School Student Leaders 
curriculum which focuses instruction in three primary areas: grand strategy, leadership, and advocacy skills. The 
public speaking part of the program includes training and practice in the entire range of leadership-oriented 
advocacy: informative, persuasive, extemporaneous, and impromptu speaking; debating in the Model United 
Nations format; group presentation/briefing using PowerPoint; and asking/answering questions in the Q+A format. 
 
Q:  I have attended debate and/or speech camps during previous summers. Is the Ivy Scholars Program a 
good choice for my final summer in high school? 
A:  When crafting the new Ivy Scholars Program curriculum in 2007 and 2008, we wanted to create a summer 
experience that did not require previous public speaking and debate experience but would expose students who 
happen to be forensic competitors to a wider range of leadership-oriented public speaking and advocacy situations 
than would be possible if they returned to a specialized forensic summer camp. Our mission is to broaden the skill 
set of each of our students to prepare them for college and beyond. Additionally, the Faculty and Practitioner Forum 
and Grand Strategy seminars will introduce students to broader, interdisciplinary approaches to analyzing national 
and international problems. Past students who were successful forensic competitors attended a dedicated forensic 
summer program earlier in the summer and then finished their summer at Ivy Scholars. These students credited their 
Ivy Scholars lectures and seminars with giving them a “big picture” view and depth of analysis from the world’s 
leading experts which set them apart from other forensic competitors. So we recommend that forensic competitors 
consider the Ivy Scholars Program as a “graduate school program” to be taken the final summer of their high school 
career.  
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Q:  I am a vegetarian. Will I be able to eat in the university dining halls? 
A:  Yes. The university dining halls offer a variety of vegetarian meal options including salad and sandwich bar, hot 
vegetarian entrees, and other non-meat offerings. There are many vegetarian students at Yale and the dining service 
has decades of experience catering to their needs.  
 
Q: Will attending the Ivy Scholars Program help me get into Yale as an undergraduate? 
A:  The admissions process for our Ivy Scholars programs is independent of the admissions process for Yale 
College. Some Ivy Scholars alumni have indeed gone on to apply to Yale and have been admitted. Our program’s 
primary purpose, however, is to bring out the best abilities and leadership qualities of our participants. Studying at 
Yale with Yale faculty members has helped our Ivy Scholars students successfully master demanding college-level 
work and prepare themselves for making strong applications, whether to Yale or to a very broad range of highly 
selective colleges. For those participants who are interested in applying Yale, we work with the Admissions Office 
to provide a special information session and we will also provide the instructions for scheduling on-campus 
admissions interviews during the program. 
 
Q: Aren't all academic and leadership programs sponsored by the university where they are held? 
A:  No! In fact, most academic and leadership programs are NOT run or sponsored by the university where they are 
located. Many of these heavily-advertised programs merely rent dormitory and classroom space at prestigious 
universities but have little, if any, further connection with the institution or its faculty. A number of academic and 
leadership development programs run their programs at Ivy League universities but hire instructors from 3rd and 
4th-tier colleges to teach in those programs. The Ivy Scholars Program is a non-profit, officially-sponsored outreach 
program of Yale University and is run by Yale faculty members and administrators as part of its mission to help 
identify, train, and prepare the next generation of global leaders.  
 
Q: There are other summer programs with lower tuition or are longer in duration. Is your Ivy Scholars 
Program a good value? 
A:  There are many reasons why our Ivy Scholars Program represents some of the very best values in high school 
academic and leadership summer programs:  
• Non-profit orientation. Unlike most other summer programs, we do not run our programs to generate revenue 

or profits for the university. The tuition funds go towards covering direct program expenses such as housing, 
meals, instructors, supplies, recruitment, advertising, and program administration -- that is it. In fact, alumni 
contributions cover the balance of our operating expenses including the Miller Scholarship Fund. We do not 
redirect funds to pay for other Yale programs, nor is the Program a profit-making enterprise for the university. 
100% of your tuition dollar goes to delivering a superior educational experience. 

• All-inclusive tuition. Many other summer programs tack on extra fees for meals, library passes, or "lab fees" 
which in certain cases adds up to hundreds of dollars. Your Ivy Scholars Program tuition is all-inclusive which 
means that housing, meals (three meals per day), and all instruction are covered. Students usually bring some 
extra money to cover personal purchases (souvenirs, an occasional off-campus meal or snack, or a Yale 
sweatshirt) or Yale gym pass (approx. $25.00). The only required expense not covered by tuition is for assigned 
books. Students are to purchase and read the assigned texts prior to the start of the Program. You will not be 
surprised by any additional or hidden costs when you participate in our summer program. 

• World-class professors. No other summer academic or leadership development program in the world can offer 
the breadth and caliber of Yale's renowned scholars. Each morning, a member of Yale's faculty will lecture, 
answer questions, and lead discussions on important national and international topics in their area of 
specialization. In addition, we have invited distinguished faculty members from other peer institutions such as 
Harvard, Princeton, Columbia, and Brown universities to lead seminars and present lectures. Ivy Scholars 
alumni tell us that the faculty lectures were one of the best parts of their summer experience. At other summer 
academic and leadership programs, non-affiliated faculty, high school teachers or college students, nearly all of 
whom are not subject matter experts, deliver the lectures. We believe that our students gain a much deeper 
understanding of critical issues by learning from and interacting with the world's leading experts.  

• Award-winning instructors. For our public speaking and advocacy instruction sessions, the Ivy Scholars 
Program attracts many of the nation's best public speaking and argumentation instructors. Many of our senior 
instructors teach the top students at specialized summer speech and debate programs. Our staff includes national 
and regional public speaking and debate champions as well as veteran coaches who have developed national 
champions. We believe that our students will develop the most effective advocacy skills by working with the best 
award-winning public speaking and debate instructors.  
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• No recruitment quotas for our instructors. It has come to our attention that several prominent summer 
programs require their instructors to recruit a certain number of students in order to be hired. These instructors, 
in turn, have been inappropriately promoting their programs and aggressively recruiting individual students. We 
question the motives of these "instructors" who aggressively recruit students for a particular summer program –  
is it because they really believe that there is a good fit between the program and the student or are these 
instructors trying to meet a quota to keep their summer jobs? The Ivy Scholars Program has maintained a 
consistent policy since our inception: Our instructors are selected because they are superb teachers and 
excellent role models, not because they can recruit enough students to cover their own paychecks. 

• Competitive admission policy. We select the best high school student-leaders from across the nation and 
around the world. It is our belief that exceptional learning and development are facilitated by interaction 
between top-caliber students and world-class instructors. By carefully selecting our students based on a 
combination of academic performance, leadership experience and potential, extra-curricular achievements, 
maturity, and interest in public policy and international affairs, we create a collegial culture of excellence that 
last year brought together a total of 46 outstanding students from 23 states and 4 countries outside the U.S. With 
rare exception, other summer programs enroll students on a first-come, first-served basis and will take as many 
students whose parents or sponsors are willing to write the tuition check; some summer academic and 
leadership development programs attempt to service upwards of 200 to even 300 students! We believe the best 
summer experience comes from small group learning among other highly-qualified students, not just students 
whose sole qualification is ability to pay the tuition. 

• One of the best student-to-instructor ratios of any summer academic program. Our students receive lots of 
personalized attention from our instructors. Many other programs are able to charge lower tuition or run longer 
because they accept many more students for each instructor. Some programs place 20-30 students in a learning 
group with one or perhaps two instructors. Many of our students who attended these programs prior to their Ivy 
Scholars experience have told us that they did not learn very much and that they did not have many 
opportunities to even ask questions. Our program maintains at least a 6-to-1 student-to-instructor ratio. We do 
not cut corners by admitting additional students to boost profits nor count support and administrative staff to 
artificially lower our advertised student-to-instructor ratios. 

• Small program size. What really sets the Ivy Scholars Program apart from other academic and leadership 
programs is our small program size. We will admit no more than 60 of the most qualified high school student-
leaders from across the United States and around the world. This global summit of high school student leaders 
provides the opportunity to work with every instructor in their program, not just a few. The program is small 
enough that all program participants get to know each other so that learning continues outside the classroom in 
the form of discussions during meals, morning study sessions, and evening faculty consultations. Ivy Scholars 
alumni become a cohesive group and long-term friendships are created. Compare this type of supportive and 
collegial learning environment to other programs that attempt to meet the needs of 200 to 300 students. 

• Unsurpassed mentoring opportunities. We encourage our instructors and guest speakers to share their own 
academic and professional experiences and insights with our students. We select instructors who are not only 
gifted teachers and mentors but are also accomplished scholars who are attending or have graduated from Ivy 
League universities or honors programs at top-tier state institutions. Many of our instructors hold graduate or 
law degrees from top-ranked programs. Our instructor-mentors are dedicated to not only helping our students 
excel for the rest of their high school careers and through college, but to also stay focused on post-baccalaureate 
educational and career opportunities. 

• Simply a better overall experience. Because the Program is designed for rising juniors and seniors, many of 
our students have attended other summer academic and leadership programs prior to attending the Ivy Scholars 
Program. These students have consistently rated our program “superior” or “vastly superior” to these other 
programs in virtually all categories. The Ivy Scholars Program is the only high school summer program of its 
kind which combines intense, world-class interdisciplinary academic education with strategic leadership and 
advocacy skills training. Last year's program was rated by the students on anonymous surveys as an 
“outstanding” overall experience. Furthermore, alumni from past years continue to keep in touch with us and 
report that the lessons that they learned years ago are still paying rich dividends. These votes of confidence are 
further evidence that students and their parents recognize the tremendous value of the Ivy Scholars experience.  
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