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The traditions in eHRAF Archaeology are selected from the Outline of Archaeological Traditions (OAT) (2001, revised 2005) 
compiled by Peter N. Peregrine with the help of a Board of Advisors. The OAT attempted to catalogue all known prehistoric 
archaeological traditions. By an archaeological tradition is meant “a group of populations sharing similar subsistence practices, 
technology, and forms of socio-political organization, which are spatially contiguous over a relatively large area and which endure 
temporally for a relatively long period” (Peregrine 2005, iv).  
 
The intent of the eHRAF Collection of Archaeology is to provide information on archaeological traditions for two purposes. The first 
is to provide a set of traditions that are representative of the world’s archaeological traditions. The traditions checked in the column 
labeled “SRS” were randomly sampled from the OAT. SRS is short for a “simple random sample.” The second purpose is to provide 
complete sequences for selected world regions. We have begun with the sequences leading to early civilizations. eHRAF Archaeology 
currently includes the Highland Andean sequence, the Mayan sequence, the Egyptian sequence and part of the Mesopotamian 
sequence.  
 
The approximate beginning and end time periods are given for each archaeological tradition. BP stands for “before the present” where 
the present, following the OAT, is the year AD 2000. 
 
 
 
 
 



eHRAF Collection of Archaeology (Complete Collection List)

Region OWC99_ Tradition SRS From (BP) To (BP) Documents Pages Installment

Africa FA75 West African Iron Age 2500 1200 17 1914 A04

Africa FX50 Wilton 10000 2000 6 1362 A06

Africa M050 Late Pleistocene-Early Holocene 
Maghreb

20000 7500 13 1145 A02

Africa MR45 Middle Paleolithic Egypt 230000 45000 8 1278 A06

Africa MR50 Late Paleolithic Egypt 45000 7000 20 876 A07

Africa MR55 Upper Egypt Predynastic 7000 5000 25 2013 A07

Africa MR60 Lower Egypt Predynastic 7000 5000 21 1409 A07

Africa MR70 Early Dynastic Egypt 5000 4575 54 1863 A07

Africa MR80 Protohistoric Egypt 4575 3552 9 1402 A08

Africa MS50 Khartoum Neolithic 5700 3550 5 1342 A02

Asia AB80 Yayoi 2500 1500 29 871 A06

Asia AF50 Dawenkou 7000 5000 7 1053 A01

Asia AF70 Southeast China Early Neolithic 9000 5500 14 725 A07

Asia AJ50 Eastern Central Asia Neolithic and 
Bronze Age

6000 1500 6 187 A03

Asia AQ40 Indus Neolithic 7000 5000 9 794 A06

Asia AQ50 Ganges Neolithic 4000 2500 10 757 A01

Asia AQ63 Central Indian Neolithic 5000 3100 14 701 A04
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Asia MA51 Scythian-Sarmatian 4000 1700 6 986 A02

Asia RL60 Early Nomad 2800 2300 37 1566 A04

Asia RY64 Tarya Neolithic 4000 2500 4 855 A08

Europe E050 Bell Beaker 4500 3800 9 1342 A01

Europe E051 Impressed Ware 6800 6000 38 1258 A02

Europe E075 Southeastern Europe Late 
Chalcolithic

5500 4500 38 2021 A04

Europe E087 Scandinavian Iron Age 2500 1500 20 1470 A04

Middle America and the 
Caribbean

NU75 Huatabampo 1800 500 3 669 A02

Middle America and the 
Caribbean

NU76 West Mexico Postclassic 1100 480 15 1852 A03

Middle America and the 
Caribbean

NU95 Olmec 3400 2100 41 1993 A09

Middle America and the 
Caribbean

NY30 Early Mesoamerican Archaic 9600 7000 45 664 A08

Middle America and the 
Caribbean

NY50 Lowland Mesoamerican Archaic 7000 3800 8 316 A03

Middle America and the 
Caribbean

NY52 Preclassic Maya 3800 1850 63 2894 A03

Middle America and the 
Caribbean

NY53 Classic Maya 2100 1100 30 4320 A02

Middle America and the 
Caribbean

NY54 Postclassic Maya 1100 400 43 1401 A03

Middle America and the 
Caribbean

S051 Late Caribbean 1000 500 12 1860 A02
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Middle East M086 Halafian 7500 7000 24 2121 A09

Middle East MA50 Iranian Bronze Age 5000 3500 7 2198 A01

Middle East MH55 Ubaid 7500 6000 35 1551 A09

Middle East MH60 Late Chalcolithic Mesopotamia 6000 5100 31 3326 A09

Middle East MH62 Jemdet Nasr 5100 4900 17 586 A09

Middle East MH64 Early Dynastic Mesopotamia 4900 4334 12 2148 A05

North America N050 Eastern Arctic Small Tool 4000 2700 27 745 A02

North America NA45 Late Tundra 8000 6000 20 1224 A04

North America NA50 Norton 3000 1000 25 1665 A01

North America NC54 Initial Shield Woodland 3000 600 10 915 A04

North America ND50 Proto-Athapaskans 2000 150 32 1171 A01

North America NN45 Eastern Early Archaic 10000 8000 11 1210 A08

North America NN50 Eastern Middle Archaic 8000 6000 28 819 A03

North America NN55 Eastern Late Archaic 6000 3000 24 669 A08

North America NN60 Eastern Early Woodland 3000 2100 39 1269 A08

North America NN64 Eastern Middle Woodland 2100 1300 33 1116 A07

North America NN67 Eastern Late Woodland 1300 500 11 1784 A07

North America NP50 Adena 2600 1900 11 1394 A08

North America NP55 Hopewell 2100 1700 67 1266 A06

North America NP60 Mississippian 1100 500 46 2105 A08
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North America NR50 Cascade 8000 5000 6 1191 A03

North America NS50 Late Southern California 3000 150 20 2298 A02

Oceania OJ50 New Guinea Neolithic 10000 100 9 488 A02

Oceania OV50 Hawaiian 800 200 6 1291 A01

South America S050 Andean Regional Development 2200 1300 12 2741 A01

South America S060 Early Northwest South American 
Littoral

9000 5500 11 1308 A03

South America SD50 Mante&ntilde;o 1500 500 5 1262 A01

South America SE48 Highland Andean Formative 3500 2200 8 1915 A05

South America SE49 Chav&iacute;n 2800 2200 13 1772 A06

South America SE65 Huari 1200 900 24 797 A05

South America SE70 Andean Regional States 900 530 17 2017 A05

South America SE80 Inka 800 468 24 4285 A06

South America SF45 Tiahuanaco 1600 900 20 1276 A05

South America SF50 Aymara Kingdoms 900 530 11 1202 A01
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