
A Quick Decision Tree for NIH Recovery Act Funding Opportunities 
 

 

 

NO NO 

NO 

NO 

NO 

NO 

NO 

YES 

YES YES YES 

YES 

YES 

YES 

Apply for an 
Administrative Supplement  

http://grants.nih.gov/recove
ry/ic_supp.html  

 

Apply for a 
Competing  
Revision 

Supplement  

(Due April 21) 

Apply for a 
Challenge Grant  

(Due April 27) 

Use a regular NIH 
funding mechanism 

Can the project be 
accomplished in 2 years? 

Are you the PI on an active 
research grant with sufficient 
time remaining? (Talk to your 
PO about eligible RPGs and 

time requirements) 

Does the project fit neatly 
within one of the IC priority 

areas for supplements? 

Is the proposed project 
within the scope of the 

parent grant? 

Can the work be 
accomplished for generally 
less than 50% of amount of 
parent grant?** IC’s Vary  

Is the proposed project 
related to but outside the 
scope of the parent grant? 

Does the project fit within 
one of the published topic 

areas for Challenge Grants? 

Notes: 
1.  The proposed project must be completed within 2 years (or less), in no case later than September 29, 2011. 
 
2.  The time remaining on an active research grant -- parent grant plus no cost extension -- must be 
 sufficient to complete the proposed project. 
 
3.  Principal investigators must check with their Grants Management Specialists about whether supplements 
will be supported for their  particular grant mechanism (R01, R21, etc.)  Each institute is picking and choosing 
 its own cadre of supplements to support. 
 
4.  Principal investigators are able to ask for more than one supplement type on a single parent grant, 
 and can apply for multiple supplements on a single grant (as needed), and can apply separately 
 for a Challenge Grant. 




