Case

Part-time Internship with Practicum
Each intern will write at least one case during the year for presentation to Practicum.  A case should be one page long.  Please do not distribute it by e-mail but rather by paper copy, and collect all copies at the end of discussion.  Keep a copy for potential use in writing the Theological Reflection paper.

1. The best cases describe difficult problems or interesting situations for which there is no single, obvious resolution or interpretation.  If there is, and if discussion of the case would not generate much food for thought, then you probably don’t have the material for a good case.

2. A case must describe an actual, not hypothetical, situation.  Nothing will draw readers into the discussion of a case more quickly and intensely than the assurance that “This really happened” or “is happening.”  You may disguise your case by changing names and places, but avoid “doctoring” it by exaggerations, embellishments, or alterations that could prompt readers to doubt the accuracy or truthfulness of the case.  Since it is an actual situation, the group will agree to discuss the case in confidence.

3. Your case should be about a question or issue with which many interns can identify or about which they can develop a genuine interest.  Kierkegaard once said, “there is truth that matters and there is truth that doesn’t matter.”  A case needs to be about truth that matters, not about secondary, provincial, or purely sensational occurrences.  Ask yourself, “Will discussion of this case benefit those I will ask to discuss it?”  In Practicum, that means that the case should contribute to everyone’s learning about ministry.

4. A case is written from one person’s perspective.  Try to avoid seeing the situation through the eyes of everyone involved, even though you will want to be objective in recounting the facts.  Don’t attribute feelings or motives to people in the case unless they have demonstrated them.

5. A case is a distinct literary form.  It is not just a snapshot or a verbatim.  It is the story of an interesting problem.  Generally it is easiest simply to tell the story in chronological order, though “background” material on the event or the characters involved can be embedded in separate paragraphs as needed.    

from material published by the Association for Case Teaching

