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Calendar

FALL 2008
July 14 M Incoming First-Year M.Arch. I Summer
Preparatory Session begins, 9 a.m.
Aug. 18 M Shop Orientation for incoming students begins, 9 a.m.
Aug. 22 F Summer Prep and Shop Orientation ends, § p.m.
Aug. 28 TH Registration for all students, 8:30 a.m.—§ p.m.
Second-Year M.Arch. I Studio Lottery, 9:30 a.m.
Advanced Studio Lottery, 11 a.m.
Fall-term studio classes begin, 2:30 p.m.
Aug. 29 F Fall-term non-studio classes begin, 8:30 a.m.
(Friday classes do not meet this day;
Monday classes meet instead)
Sept. 1 M No classes. Labor Day (Regular classes for this day
meet on Friday, August 29)
Oct. 13-17 M—F  Midterm week
Nov. 6 TH Open House for prospective applicants
Nov. 21 F Fall recess begins, 5:20 p.m.
Dec. 1 M Classes resume, 8:30 a.m.
Dec. 5 F Fall-term classes end, 5:20 p.m.
Dec. 8—-12 M-F  Design jury week
Dec. 15-19 M-F  Course examination week
Dec. 19 F Winter recess begins, 5:20 p.m.

SPRING 2009

Jan. 5 M Closing date for applications for admission in 2009
(all programs)
Jan. 8 TH Registration for all students, 8:30 a.m.—5 p.m.

Second-Year M.Arch. I Studio Lottery, 9:30 a.m.
Advanced Studio Lottery, 11 a.m.
Spring-term studio classes begin, 2:30 p.m.
Jan. 9 F Spring-term non-studio classes begin, 8:30 a.m.
(Friday classes do not meet this day;
Monday classes meet instead)

Jan. 19 M No classes. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day (Regular classes
for this day met on Friday, January 9)

Mar. 2-6 M-F  Midterm week

Mar. 6 M Spring recess begins, 5:20 p.m.

Mar. 23 M Classes resume, 8:30 a.m.

Apr. 9 TH Open House for accepted applicants

Apr. 24 F Spring-term classes (except 506b) end, 5:20 p.m.

Apr.27-May1 M-F  Design jury week


















History and Objectives of the School

HISTORY

Architecture as an art was taught at the Yale School of the Fine Arts in the late nineteenth
century. Precedence for this pioneering in art education was set as early as 1832 when the
Trumbull Art Gallery (the first college-affiliated gallery in the country) was opened. This
event signaled a commitment to education in the arts that culminated in 1869 with the
opening of the Yale School of the Fine Arts, the first college-affiliated art school in the
country. The department of Architecture was established in the School of the Fine Arts
in 1916. In 1959 the School of Art and Architecture, as it was then known, was made a
fully graduate professional school. In 1972, Yale designated the School of Architecture as
its own separate professional school.

The School of Architecture offers a three-year program leading to the degree of Master
of Architecture; a two-year post-professional option also leading to the degree of Master
of Architecture; a two-year program for advanced, independent research leading to the
degree of Master of Environmental Design; and a program leading to a Ph.D. degree.
The School of Architecture and the School of Management offer a joint-degree program
leading to the degrees of Master of Architecture and Master of Business Administra-
tion (M.B.A.). The School of Architecture and the School of Forestry & Environmental
Studies offer a joint-degree program leading to the degrees of Master of Architecture and
Master of Environmental Management (M.E.M.).

OBJECTIVES

The task of architecture is the creation of human environments. It is both an expression of
human values and a context for human activity. Through the design process, architecture
addresses the interrelated environmental, behavioral, and cultural issues that underlie the
organization of built form. The student of architecture is called upon to direct sensitiv-
ity, imagination, and intellect to the physical significance of these fundamental issues in
designing a coherent environment for people. Architectural design as a comprehensive
creative process is the focus of the Yale School of Architecture.

The objectives of the School of Architecture reflect the view that architecture is an
intellectual discipline, both an art and a profession. The program, therefore, is based on
the following intentions:

1. to stimulate artistic sensitivity and creative powers,

2. to strengthen intellectual growth and the capacity to develop creative and responsible
solutions to unique and changing problems, and

3. to help the student acquire the individual capabilities necessary for the competent
practice of architecture and lifelong learning.

The School adopts as basic policy a pluralistic approach to the teaching of architecture.
Students have opportunities to become well acquainted with a wide range of contem-
porary design approaches. The School does not seek to impose any single design phi-
losophy, but rather encourages in each student the development of discernment and an
individual approach to design.
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The Yale School of Architecture offers graduate-level professional education and
advanced research opportunities in architecture and allied design fields. An undergradu-
ate major in architecture is offered exclusively to Yale College students. In order to further
the pursuit of a variety of interests within the study of architecture, the curriculum offers
opportunities for study in several interrelated fields.

For the programs leading to the degrees of Master of Architecture, the design studio
is paramount in the School’s curriculum, emphasizing the interrelationships between
purpose, design, competition, collaboration, innovation, and open discussion in an envi-
ronment that values risk-taking and experimentation. The design studio is a workshop
in which students come together to present and discuss projects and proposals with fel-
low classmates, faculty, visiting critics, professionals, and the public. The design studio
combines individual and group instruction, varying from desk critiques with individual
faculty members, to pin-ups before several faculty members, to more formal mid-term
and final reviews before faculty and guest critics —all undertaken with the intention of
fostering critical thinking, spatial form making skills, and tectonic skills. Education in
the design studio values leadership skills, individual creativity, and the understanding
of problems and the ability to solve them as presented in the practice of architecture.
The School of Architecture’s mandate is for each student to understand architecture as a
creative, productive, innovative, and responsible practice.

In addition to the design studios, courses in building technology and practice; mate-
rials and production; visual representation in various media; history and theory; and
urbanism and landscape serve as a basis for developing a comprehensive approach to
architectural design.

Building technology courses explore, as an integral part of the architectural design
process, the physical context; the properties of natural forces; and building systems. In
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the area of practice, courses are concerned with issues related to the professional context
of architecture and its practices and, in particular, with the architect’s responsibility for
the built environment.

In the area of materials and production, courses are concerned with materials in their
application to buildings and the human environment. Digital as well as traditional fab-
rication techniques are explored.

Visual representation courses offer an opportunity to explore the tools of visual analy-
sis and expression in architectural design.

Courses in history and theory examine attitudes concerning the design of buildings,
landscapes, and cities that may contribute to a design process responsive to its broadest
social and cultural context.

Courses in urbanism and landscape address the study of aesthetic, economic, political,
and social issues that influence large-scale environments. This area deals with the relation
of buildings to their urban contexts and natural environments.

Direct experience of contemporary and historical architecture and urbanism as well
as firsthand contact with experts in various fields is an important part of the School’s
educational mission. To this end, many studios and classes incorporate both domestic
and international travel as part of their course work. In addition, an intensive drawing
course is offered each summer in Rome, Italy.

Urban studies are also supported through the extracurricular programs of the Yale
Urban Design Workshop and Center for Urban Design Research. Students in the School
of Architecture may participate with faculty and students from the School and through-
out the University in the symposia, seminars, and research and design projects organized
through these programs. In particular, the Urban Design Workshop extends the work of
the School into the areas of community design and outreach, providing design assistance
to groups and municipalities throughout the region (see page 122).

The diversity of course offerings in the School, therefore, represents a concern for
design which ranges in scale from the individual building to the urban landscape.
Students are also encouraged to take courses in other departments and schools in the
University.

Advanced studies and research in architecture and urbanism are supported through-
out the curriculum, but they are a primary focus in the M.E.D. and post-professional
(M.Arch. II) programs. The M.E.D. program provides opportunities for exceptionally
qualified students to pursue advanced research in architecture and urbanism through
course work and independent studies guided by faculty from the School and the Uni-
versity. Emphasis is placed on rigorous methods of research and scholarship leading to a
substantial written thesis. In the post-professional M.Arch. program, advanced studies
in architecture and urbanism are supported by course work and design studios.






Master of Architecture I Degree Program

FIRST PROFESSIONAL DEGREE

The Master of Architecture I curriculum provides a disciplined approach to the funda-
mentals of architecture in a setting that ensures the flexibility and latitude necessary for
students to develop their individual talents and skills.

In the United States, most state registration boards require a degree from an accredited
professional degree program as a prerequisite for licensure. The National Architectural
Accrediting Board (NAAB), which is the sole agency authorized to accredit U.S. profes-
sional degree programs in architecture, recognizes three types of degrees: the Bachelor
of Architecture, the Master of Architecture, and the Doctor of Architecture. A program
may be granted a six-year, three-year, or two-year term of accreditation, depending on
the extent of its conformance with established educational standards.

Master’s degree programs may consist of a preprofessional undergraduate degree and
a professional graduate degree that, when earned sequentially, constitute an accredited
professional education. However, the preprofessional degree is not, by itself, recognized
as an accredited degree.

The School’s Master of Architecture program currently has a six-year term of
accreditation.

The M.Arch. I program is for students holding undergraduate liberal arts degrees,
suchasaB.A. or B.S., who seek their first professional architectural degree. This program
requires a three-year (six-term), full-time in-residence program, although in exceptional
cases, advanced standing may be granted.

Entering students, with a sound liberal arts background assumed, are required to
follow a curriculum in which their creative powers are stimulated through a sequence of
problem-solving exercises involving basic and architectural design, building technology,
freehand and computer-assisted drawing, and an introduction to design methodologies,
as well as courses in architectural theory and the planning, design, and development
of the urban landscape. Architectural design problems start at limited scale and by the
second term progress to an investigation of dwelling. During the second term and until
mid-June, a community building project is undertaken, which provides an opportunity
for the design of an affordable house as well as the experience of carrying the design
through the building process when the class builds a final design. The third term under-
takes the design of a public building, and the fourth term is devoted to urbanism. Dur-
ing the fifth and sixth terms, students, through a lottery system, are at liberty to choose
from a variety of advanced studios, many of which are led by the profession’s leading
practitioners and theoreticians. With faculty approval, students in their final term may
undertake an independent design thesis (599b) in lieu of an advanced studio. Students
may, if they wish, continue their work for a seventh term by taking an advanced studio
and/or elective courses. A number of support courses are required during the six-term
curriculum. Required courses in structures, materials, environmental systems, history
and theory, urban studies, and visual studies support the studios.

Within the limits of certain required credit distributions, students are encouraged to
explore elective course options. Courses —falling into the broad categories of building





