Political Action and Education Committee (PAEC) of AASA,
along with CASA, KASAMA, KASY, MSA, SAS, TAS, ViSA,
JASU, and LiNK present...
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Asian American
4.17.2006

Yung Wing, first Asian American to graduate from an
American university (Yale 1854)

Did you ?

- KASAMA (name of Filipino Students at Yale
club) isn’t an acronym for anything. It means
“friendship” in Tagalog.

- The Muslim Students Association (MSA) was
established as an organization in 1964 to aid
Muslim students attending schools in US; now
it has over 200 branches.

- Mongolians invented lemonade around 1299
AD — Snapple Facts #250

- Asians make up 2.3% of New Haven’s
population, 4% of US’s, and 14% of Yale’s.

this week
Mon 4.10: AACC Faculty Dinner w/ Karen
Nakamura (AACC 5:30-7 PM)
Sat 4.15: MSA Critical Islamic Reflections
Conference (yale.edu/cir)
Sat 4.15: TAS Cultural Dinner (7 PM)
Sat 4.15: KASY Cultural Show (8 PM)
Sun 4.16: SAS Holi Celebration (3:30 PM)

Suggestions? Articles submissions?
nancy.liang@yale.edu and steven.tan@yale.edu

Fareed Zakaria
Altaf Saadi—

The Unsung Heroes
Christine Nguyen—

Having been called everything fro
an “intellectual dreamboat” to one
the “21 most important people of th
21% century” byEsquire,Indian-born,
Yale-educated Muslim Faree
Zakaria has become a leadi
figurehead on American foreig
policy and politics since 9/11. |
2000, he was named editor
Newsweek Internationalwhich
delivers him a global audience of approximately
million. He also hosts a PBS show called “Forei
Exchange with Fareed Zakaria,” is a regularTtwe Daily
Show,and serves on the boards of the Council on For
Relations, International Institute of Strategic Studies,
most recently, the Yale University Corporation (to nam
few).

Daniel Inouye
Nancy Liang—PAEC
Political Action and Education Committee

Daniel Inouye lost his arm in Italy
WWII. When he returned, he fac
racism towards Japanese Americ
in the post WWII world. This type ¢
situation was commonplace. Ma
Japanese soldiers faced the same
of treatment. There were times w
slurs were thrown at Inouye, wh§
barbers refused to cut his h&ss
Nonetheless, this WWII v

persevered. Now, many years lale )
not only is he a senator representing Hawaii, but he
the first Japanese American to serve in the House and
in the Senate. In 1993, he was successful in securin
official apology from the United States for overthrowi
the Kingdom of Hawaii. This is his #4year in the US
Senate. Even though nowadays there is still
proportionally small number of Asian Americans
congress (1% of the Senate), hopefully people like Ino
has made it easier and can inspire more Asian Ameri
to trail blaze into new fields.

This publication is made possible by support from
TYCO Copy services.
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Physical strength; intelligence,
cool costume. These are
mainstream characteristics of a
hero. Sacrifice, love, courage.
These are the true qualities of a
hero, qualities of our parents or
grandparents. They left behind a
country ravaged by war and
bombs, one that they love. Like
many children of immigrant

parents, we face the difficulty of

balancing an American lifestyle while maintaining olir
heritage. Language barriers create miscommunicaljon

between the two generations. But no matter what,

e

cannot forget the heroes who do not have a day]| of
recognition or a medal of honor. We may never fully
master our parents’ language, and never fully undersfand
their cultures, but we should try to fully understand thir

sacrifice and recognize that as brave, recognize the
heroes and trailblazers.

Chang-rae Lee
Insung Hwang—
Korean American Students at Yale

For many Asian
Americans, assimilatio
is mind-boggling. How
can we assimilate to th
America and keep ou
Asian heritage? Can th
two co-exist separately
be meshed together i
one, or perhaps one will displace the other. Chang-rae
a Yale alum, attacks this question head-on in his works
was the first Korean American to win PEN/Hemingw
Award with his first novel Native Speaker (1995), whi
explores the life of a Korean American outsider who b
a career by spying on notable Asians. Afterwards,
experienced a kind of approval by American liter
establishment that no Asian American author has enjo
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In 1999, his second novel, A Gesture Life, elaborated||on

his themes of identity and assimilation through

narrative of a physician who treated Korean com
women during WWII. He currently teaches writing
Princeton University.
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