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Junoon (which means 
"obsession" or "passion" in 
Urdu) is South Asia's most 
popular rock band. Based 
out of Karachi, Pakistan, the 
band was formed in 1990 by 
guitarist, songwriter, and 
medical    doctor      Salman  

Ahmad.  The music is a blend of rock guitars and blues 
vocals with the use of tablas (traditional South Asian hand 
drums), melodies inspired by ragas, traditional Pakistani 
folk music, and sufi poetry.  Initially, success didn't come 
easily. Their politically influenced songs were banned 
from all state run television and radio.  Nonetheless, 
Junoon won "Best International Group" at the Channel [V] 
Music Awards in November 1999, where they performed 
with Sting, Def Leppard, and Prodigy. UNESCO invited 
Junoon to perform at their Millennium Peace concert in 
1999 in Paris with Lionel Richie.  In 2004, Junoon split up 
but a reunion concert is scheduled to take place in Dubai, 
UAE in February 2006.  Reference: www.wikipedia.com   
  
Yuri Kochiyama 
 

Marisa Landin—JASU 
Japanese American Students Union 

 

 

Yuri    Kochiyama      was  
born    in    1922   in   San  
Pedro,              California.   
With    the   bombing   of  
Pearl Harbor, Kochiyama 
and   her    parents    were  
imprisoned in  an   intern- 
ment camrp in   Arkansas.   
After    her   release    she  
began to draw parallels between the way in which 
Japanese Americans had been treated and the segregation 
that African Americans faced in the South.  In 1960 when 
Kochiyama moved to Harlem, she advocated for safer 
streets and integrated education.  Three years later she met 
Malcolm X and joined the Organization for Afro-
American Unity.  Constantly working for racial justice and 
human rights, she currently is advocating for reparations 
for African Americans. 
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Yale Alum Takes  on Abercrombie & Fitch  
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In 2002, clothier 
Abercrombie and Fitch 
released a line of shirts 
depicting caricatures of 
Asians in rice hats, 
with uber-slanty eyes 
doing menial labor. 
One     shirt   displayed    
a slogan that said, "Wong Brothers Laundry Service -- 
Two Wongs Can Make It White."  Bill Lann Lee, Yale ’71 
Phi Beta Kappa, on behalf of 10 college students, sued 
Abercrombie and Fitch. A&F eventually settled in 2004 
for nearly $50 million dollars for race and gender 
discrimination. At Yale, Bill Lann Lee was also very 
active in the Asian American community, helping write for 
what is now the nation’s premier Asian American Studies 
journal: Amerasia Journal. More than three decades later, 
he is still fighting against discrimination and advocating 
equal rights for all people. 
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Hou Hsiao-Hsien, a 
prominent and dignified 
member of the Taiwanese 
community, is without a 
doubt the single most 
important and influential 
film director in Taiwan.  
Hsien has directed 
numerous award winning 
movies   such as   City of  

Sadness (1989), The Puppetmaster (1993), and Good Men, 
Good Women (1995), a trilogy of films focusing on the    
2/28 Incident, Japanese colonization, and the 
modernization of Taiwan.  Though his films shamefully 
received virtually no commercial distribution in the West, 
Taiwan’s Hsien is now considered to be one of the world’s 
leading filmmakers.  His films are among the few things a 
Taiwanese could claim to genuinely represent Taiwanese 
culture and history.  For this very reason his films have 
been an unusually precious resource for the Taiwanese, 
through which they can "see" their past and know who 
they are.  It is this cultivation of a greater awareness of 
culture that may lead to greater solidarity within the 
Taiwanese and Taiwanese American communities. 
 

Political Action and Education Committee (PAEC) of AASA, 
along with CASA, KASAMA, KASY, MSA, SAS, TAS, ViSA, 

JASU, and LiNK present… 
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Next generation of Asian American Trailblazers, 

ECAASU 2006 
 

Did you ���� ? 
·  A little over 150 years ago, Yung Wing, the 

first Asian to obtain a bachelor’s degree in 
the US, graduated from Yale. 

·  Another notable Yale Alum, Don Nakanishi 
’71, is now the director of UCLA Asian 
American Studies department, the largest of 
its kind in the nation. He also co-founded 
Amerasia Journal, and was appointed by 
Pres. Clinton to serve on the board of Civil 
Liberties Public Education Fund. 

·  In UC Irving, a panel quickly descended into 
chaos after displaying 3 cartoons 
caricaturing Prophet Muhammad and 3 anti-
Semitic cartoons. The situation got worse 
when speakers called Islam an "evil religion" 
and claimed that all Muslims hate America. 

���������  this week 
�  Wed 3.22: SAS Jhalak Check In 
�  Wed 3.22: ViSA Documentary on Human  

Trafficking 
�  Fri 3.24: AASA PULSE , spoken word jam 
�  Sat 3.25: AASA APIA-U Leadership  

Conference  (yale.edu/aasa) 
�  Sat 3.25: TAS Cultural Dinner 
�  Mon 3.27: PAEC Discussion on Racial  

Violence in Schools  


