
 

Two words  
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60 years ago, in San Francisco, delegates writing the 
United Nations Charter stated that the UN would help 
colonies achieve “self-governance.” However, Gen. 
Carlos Romulo, the Filipino representative, objected. 
“Self-government,” he said, “is not independence.” 
Since the end of the Spanish-American War in 1898, 
the Philippines had been a US territory, but Filipinos 
had engaged Americans in a bloody war for 
independence until Japanese occupation during 
WWII. By the 1945 San Francisco conference, 
Americans would soon bring freedom to the 
Philippines, Gen. Romulo wanted to make that dream a 
reality. He wore down the other delegates for 2 days 
and nights until he finally won his point. After the 
Charter was completed, he was proud to say that the 
Philippines’ contribution was 2 words: the UN would 
help colonies achieve self-governance “or 
independence.” 50 countries signed the Charter at San 
Francisco. Today, 191 independent nation-states 
comprise its membership. 

“self-governance … is not  
independence” 

 

Dual Citizenship for NRIs (Non 
Resident Indians)? 
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In January of 2003, Indian Prime Minister Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee announced the government’s intention to 
grant dual citizenship.  By January of 2004, a bill was 
passed with a clever bureaucratic change of name from 
“dual citizenship” to “overseas citizenship”.  The reason 
for the change is that the law states that overseas 
citizens will not be able to vote, run for office, or obtain 
public employment.  As if the rules were not 
disappointing enough, dual citizenship registration was 
supposed to begin last September according to Jagdish 
Tytler, the Union Minister of State for Non Resident 
Indian Affairs. The delay is attributed to many technical 
reasons, including the cost of registration.  The only 
question left to ask is when we should expect results.  
 

 

This publication is made possible by support from 
TYCO Copy services. 

 

Reps Ask US to Include Taiwan in 
Internat’l Efforts to Fight Avian Flu  
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In December, 53 Members of the House asked in a 
letter to Secretary Rice to explain why Taiwan is 
excluded from US-initiated International Partnership on 
Avian and Pandemic Influenza (IPAPI) network.” The 
letter reads: “We encourage you to work with Taiwan in 
the international effort to combat the avian flu, despite 
Taiwan's exclusion from the WHO. We also ask what 
steps will be taken to ensure Taiwan's involvement in 
international health cooperation in the future.” 
 
The president of the Formosan Association for Public 
Affairs, a Taiwanese-American NGO, Dr. C. T. Lee 
urged the international community to stop placing 
politics before the lives of the Taiwanese people and 
include Taiwan in Avian Flu related global conferences 
 

“…stop placing politics before the  
lives of the Taiwanese people” 

 
 

Remembering the Japanese Internment 
Marisa Landin—JASU 

Japanese American Students Union 
 

 

In 1942, two months after the bombing of Pearl Harbor, 
President Roosevelt issued Executive Order 9066 which 
resulted in the confinement of 120,000 Japanese 
Americans (two-thirds of whom were U.S citizens) in 
internment camps.  The government justified its actions 
by proclaiming that “racial affinities are not severed by 
migration” and thus those of Japanese ancestry 
threatened U.S security.  It is worth noting however, 
that a relatively small percentage of Japanese residing 
in Hawaii were displaced since by doing so Hawaii’s 
economy would have been fatally threatened. As WWII 
came to an end in 1945, the Japanese were released. 
Many returned to lost businesses and destroyed homes.  
 
Japanese American Students’ Union (JASU) will host a 
day of remembrance for those who have been affected 
by Japanese Internment on Feb. 15th.  
 

 

To find out more about PAEC and AASA 
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Political Action and Education Committee (PAEC) of AASA, 
with CASA, KASAMA, KASY, MSA, SAS, TAS, ViSA, JASU, 

and LiNK present… 

Inform����� : 
Asian American���������  
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Japanese internment during WWII 

 

Did you ���� ? 
·  The Lunar New Year, celebrated 

by folks in China, Taiwan, Korea, 
Vietnam, and the Philippines 
begins on Jan. 29th this year—the 
Year of the Dog. 

·  This year is the 100th anniversary 
of when the first Filipinos 
immigrated to America 

·  There are 49 countries in Asia 
 

��������	  this week 
 

�  Friday (2.3) : CASA’s Hotpot Night 
�  Sat (2.4) : ViSA’s Iron Chef Contest  
�  All week (2.5-11) : South Asian  
��� �  Awareness Week 
 


